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​field, but also in the classroom, and on dorm. I have found my identity through my successes and​

​failures, and learned from the variety of experiences I have lived through being here. While I still​

​recognize pieces of the person I was freshman year, I no longer resonate with the one​

​dimensional nature of my identity and sense of self  worth that I had back then. That is the​

​beauty of this place. St. Andrew’s pushes us to embrace all aspects of ourselves and find identity​

​in multiple different disciplines. To me, that is what makes this place so great: Being able to look​

​back and feel like I was truly able to find meaning and identity in all sorts of places.​

​So to my fellow seniors: Think of how far we’ve come since freshman year, and how far you​

​have left to go in college and beyond. Change is exciting, and I hope you all embrace it because​

​it's a part of life whether we want it to be or not. Welcome the discomfort of change instead of​

​fighting it because that discomfort is often where you can find the most meaning and fulfillment.​

​None of us were the same people we were when we first came here and that's the beauty of​

​highschool, and St Andrew’s specifically. We have all grown and changed individually and as a​

​class, so as we close out our time here I encourage you all to recognize this and celebrate the​

​identity you have found here and the person you have become because of it.​

​To the underclassmen, know this: You are allowed to grow beyond the version of​

​yourself you, and other people, are used to. Give yourself grace as you begin to understand​

​yourself better and never be afraid to stretch yourself and try new things, because you have a​

​community full of support behind you. Cultivate your passions and don’t limit yourself to simply​

​existing and doing the things you are comfortable with. There is so much here for you to learn​

​about yourself and others, so enjoy it because as clique as it sounds: the time really flies by in the​

​blink of an eye.​



​Thank you.​


