
Dear St. Andrew’s Family, 

This weekend, the V Form is organizing a Phone-Free Weekend. This is an optional,
but strongly encouraged activity for the entire student body. Here is why: 

Over the past months, as the COVID-19 pandemic has begun to dwindle and certain
levels of normalcy have returned to campus, re-enlivening and re-embracing St.
Andrew’s culture of community and connection, and the school’s high standards for
how we live each day, has become a common topic of discussion among students.
Throughout the pandemic, so many people, but particularly teenagers, have experienced
social isolation, lack of connection, and mental illness. While it is easy for us to blame
these unfortunate realities on COVID, we as students feel that our overuse of
technology and social media is just as responsible, if not more so. When students
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choose to come to St. Andrew’s, they choose to be a part of an incredible community of
humans and of human connectivity. In turn, St. Andrew’s expects every student to dive
into this community where people live in the moment and not through technology;
technology is what removes us from this place.  

Our world is (hopefully) entering the post-pandemic era, but nevertheless we continue
to see the same trends of virtual spaces being prioritized over physical spaces, even at
St. Andrew’s, where we have a strict “phone rule” in place for the academic day. This
year, we have more than once walked into a room at St. Andrew’s that is full of people
where everyone is staring at their personal devices, rather than acknowledging the
people around them. This is unacceptable. It is not what St. Andrew’s stands for, it is
not who we want to become, and it is what we must work deliberately to stop.

Our goal for this weekend is to encourage the entire student body to turn in their
phones, and to spend the time they might have otherwise spent on a screen this
weekend, with each other. We want everyone to understand that phones are not, in fact,
a necessity to the St. Andrew’s community or to life itself, and that in reality, the use of
social media and other mobile apps do nothing but remove us from the amazing and
short time we have at SAS. Moving forward, we do not expect every SAS student to
leave their phone untouched all weekend—that would be unrealistic, not least because
students use their phones to communicate with you, their parents and families. Rather,
we hope that this weekend will help students to become aware of the meaningless time
drain that social media and other apps put on each day of our lives, and to encourage
students to regularly choose to prioritize each other over their screens. 

We are asking you as parents to understand our goals, and to encourage your students to
participate. During the weekend, students who choose to opt in will still be able to use
their laptops, so you will still be able to reach them via text or email if need be.
Furthermore, if you for any reason need to speak to your student via phone, you are
welcome to call the school or a faculty member, and they will connect you with your
student. We know that it may be difficult if you cannot reach your student immediately
by way of a phone call, but we are sure we can navigate this difficulty together. In fact,
prior to 2007 (when the iPhone came out), people had been doing this for years! 

Thank you for your partnership, and have a great weekend! 

The V Form

News & Notes



Return to Green Status! 
The school community returned to Green Status earlier this afternoon. You can read the
full announcement from Head of School Joy McGrath here. Please note that we may
ask the community to “mask up” for our upcoming Arts Weekend and other campus
events in which we welcome a large number of visitors onto campus. 

Join Us for Arts Weekend!  
We emailed parents earlier this week with everything you need to know about Arts
Weekend 2022 (May 13-15)! Click here for event information, and click here to
RSVP. Registration will close at noon on Tuesday, May 10. 

Senior Week Info
Class of 2022 parents and students, click here to access our Senior Week 2022 info
hub. Now available are digital assets that will help you celebrate your senior—
click here to find personalized graduation announcements, banners, and yard signs for
each senior, organized by last name. You can download, print and mail or post these
assets as you see fit! In addition, you will be receiving a formal invitation in the mail in
the coming days. Don't forget to RSVP for Commencement here.

Talk of the T-Dock

Join Us for an AS Spanish Salon This Sunday 
This weekend, AS Spanish students (some of whom are seen below) will be gathering
for a “tertulia dinner” on Sunday evening, during which they will give presentations
and performances on the novel “Como Agua Para Chocolate” (Like Water for
Chocolate) by Laura Esquivel. You can join in the fun via livestream here, beginning at
3:30 PM ET on May 1. Students participating are: Zach Atalay ’23, Allaire Berl ’22,
Amari Bryant ’22, Tomás Buccini ’23, Christo Butner ’22, Sage Cookerly ’22, Emily
Funderburg ’23, Emma Hopkins ’23, Phin Hunt ’22, Liam Hurtt ’22, Micayla Kates
’22, Zhenia Khalabadzhakh ’22, Ike Lawrence ’23, Eleanor Livings ’23, Pati Lunsford
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’22, Sarah Rose Odutola ’23, Nick Oxnam ’22, Ned Read ’22, Crawford Seeley ’22,
April Seo ’22, Tabitha Webster ’23, Emily Wei ’23, and Will Wrightson ’22.

Earth Day Festivities 
The school celebrated Earth Day last weekend with an all-school chapel,
campus cleanup, and yardswap on the Front Lawn. Cleanup activities included
fruit tree-planting, pollinator house-building, trash pickup on the trails and in
Middletown, general trail maintenance and footbridge-building, and a Dining
Hall dish and utensil roundup across campus. A few photos of the activities are
included below; more are available here.  
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Andreans in Puerto Rico! 
The Andrean Ensemble traveled to Puerto Rico for a concert tour over spring
Long Weekend. Students and faculty spent two days in San Juan and three in
Ponce, giving concerts in churches and community centers. When not singing,
students enjoyed hiking, swimming, and touring historical sites on the
island. Click here to watch a video of the Andreans singing “Lux Aeterna” at
one of their concerts in San Juan. More photos from the trip can be seen here. 
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Videos Galore

Here’s a delightful video created by Tomás Buccini ’23, Austin Chuang ’23, and
Silas Grasse ’23 to promote the Phone-Free Weekend. (Yes, it was shot on an iPhone.)



Also taking place this weekend is the Frosty Run! Caroline Forde ’22 and Will
Vogel ’22 created this video to get students (most of whom have never

experienced a “true” Frosty Run) excited for this much-loved event.

And next weekend, the fun continues with prom. Seniors made this instructional
video for the student body to explain how exactly prom works at SAS. 
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Enjoy this boys lacrosse highlight reel, featuring clips from their last three
wins: an overtime walkoff win against Tatnall, a late goal with 45 seconds left
against Wilmington Friends, and the team’s first win against Tower Hill since

2018.

Recent Campus Snaps
As always, more campus photos are available on the Front Lawn!

Ethos Coffee is back! The beloved student-run coffee bar reopened in the
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basement of Founders earlier this week. Ethos Coffee proceeds go to benefit
charities.

Senior Pellicans collapsed in exhuastion after getting their III Form residents in
bed. (Faculty parents know the feeling well.)

Mr. Sanchez made pancakes for residents of Fleming...



... and Ms. Carroll had her Algebra class over for pancakes during first period
Friday.

Happy birthday, Will Finch ’24 and Yiru Wang ’25!



We Leave You With This...

When the senioritis hits....




