
COMMENCEMENT 2014 



WELCOME 

Please be seated. 

Welcome to the 81st graduation ceremony in the history of St. Andrew’s.  

Founded in 1929 as a school of faith and learning with a deep and abiding 

commitment to financial aid, the School gathers together this morning in a spirit of 

gratitude, appreciation and respect for the opportunity we have received in this, the 

modern school.  Thanks to our Founders, we have the responsibility of imagining 

and enacting a school dedicated to human and academic excellence.  Thanks to our 

Founders, we have the opportunity to welcome a rich diversity of students and 

families from all across America and the world.  Thanks to our Founders, we are 

called to work in a private school with a distinctly public purpose.  We sense this 

connection between the School and the country and the world on graduation day, a 

moment when our newest graduates leave this place to move out into the world to 

build connections and collaborations and commitments that honor human rights, 

justice, environmental sustainability, and service. 

Our connection to our Founders emerges through the work of our Board of 

Trustees, led by Chair Emeritus Kitten Gahagan, Chair Kent Sweezey, and Vice 

Chair Scott Sipprelle.  As the granddaughter of the Founder and as the soul of St. 



Andrew’s goodness and humanity, Kitten Gahagan today will award the Founders’ 

Medal for the 17th time in her career as the leader of the St. Andrew’s Board.  

When we talk about the past, present, and future of St. Andrew’s, Kitten and I 

marvel at the development in scope and ambition of the modern school, and 

together we thank our trustees, faculty, staff, and students for making the school of 

today such an exciting place. 

 

 This morning we thank 2014 co-advisor Will Robinson for his beautiful 

speech this morning in Chapel.  He and co-advisor Bernadette Devine have done 

more than advise this class – together, Will and Bernadette have embodied the 

energy, vitality, and enthusiasm that has come to define this remarkable group of 

students.  Please join me in thanking Will and Bernadette for their leadership of 

this class. 

 

 Graduation is a jubilant occasion for students, but it is also a day of pride, 

happiness, and astonishment for parents, guardians, and grandparents.  Your faith 

in us, your hard work, financial sacrifice, and selflessness allowed you to make the 

decision to give your sons and daughters the experience of St. Andrew’s.  Even as 

we celebrate the young women and men your sons and daughters have become, we 

thank you for all you have done to make educational opportunity a reality for your 



family.  The Class of 2014 and faculty ask that all parents and grandparents and 

guardians stand now so that we can applaud and recognize your generous 

commitment to the education and development of your graduates. 

 

 The greatest gift for individual growth, development, fulfillment, and 

independence is education – the opportunity to learn, to think, to write, to create, to 

problem solve, to dream, to imagine.  We in America confront education through 

an obsession with testing, through a process that robs education of its most 

powerful and liberating potential.  St. Andrew’s seeks to discover and refine 21st 

century educational approaches that will prepare our students to be intelligent, 

versatile, resilient, and collaborative. 

 

 This work emerges each year through the work of our teachers.  Today we 

honor the work our faculty has done with our seniors – these teachers have 

challenged them, supported them, inspired them, and honored them by the virtues 

of patience, faith, hard work, sacrifice, and creativity.  We thank our faculty for 

their generosity, passion, and commitment.  I ask the faculty to stand behind me so 

we can all collectively recognize your brilliant work as educators of the mind and 

soul of our students. 

  



DEPARTING FACULTY 

Each year at graduation we honor departing faculty and thank them for their 

service to the School:  Four departing teachers are away today – Piper Nash at her 

Oberlin reunion; Bill Wallace at his daughter’s college graduation; Joleen Hyde in 

South Africa with her family; Taylor Cameron with his father – we will celebrate 

their service to St. Andrew’s in the coming months. 

 

• Marta Guevara, teacher of Spanish and co-advisor to our international 

students, leaves us after two years for a teaching position in an independent school 

in Florida.  As an experienced teacher, warm and supportive presence, and 

thoughtful and discerning colleague, Marta has made important contributions to St. 

Andrew’s.  She will continue her many friendships and associations with St. 

Andrew’s even as she leaves our community. 

 

• We thank Dean of Students and English teacher, dorm parent, and coach 

Sharon Phelan for her three years of distinguished service to St. Andrew’s.  

Thoughtful, courageous, kind, and discerning, Sharon has helped St. Andrew’s 

honor its full potential as a School and community.  She is a passionate and 

discerning teacher, and she is a leader who models the global expansion and 

connections we celebrate today in the modern St. Andrew’s.   



 

 As a Dean, Sharon has articulated in both words and example what it means 

to live a responsible life of integrity and humanity. 

 

 As she heads to China to continue her work as a teacher and a Dean, we 

thank her for all she has done for St. Andrew’s. 

 

• Mary Kelly, teacher of Latin and Greek, dorm parent, coach, and 

mentor, leaves St. Andrew’s for graduate school in Classics next year.  Her energy, 

brilliance, courage, and leadership have lifted St. Andrew’s and her students 

throughout her four years here. 

 

 Mary is a dynamic force for good in the world, and we thank her for her 

work in every aspect of the School. 

 

• Classics Chair Chris Childers leaves St. Andrew’s after nine years of 

enlightened teaching of Latin, Greek, and Creative Writing.  As a dorm parent, 

coach, and advisor to The Andrean, Chris has brought St. Andrew’s the spirit of a 

scholar and the passion of a poet and writer.  We thank Chris for all he has done 

for the School.  



 

SABBATICALS 

 Even as we welcome Dan O’Connell, Quinn Kerrane, Louisa Zendt, and 

Julia Smith back to campus next fall, we send our warmest best wishes and 

congratulations to Jay and Whiz Hutchinson and Peter Hoopes as they depart on 

their sabbatical years. 

  



25-Year Anniversary Medal – Penny Bartsch 

 Today, we celebrate both Penny Bartsch’s 25 years of service to St. 

Andrew’s and her retirement from the School.  Since 1990, Penny has been an 

integral part of the St. Andrew’s family.  Strong, reliable, efficient, and disciplined, 

Penny worked as a leader of our housekeeping staff, a Research and Development 

Coordinator in Facilities, and as Facilities Office Administrator. 

 

 Her work ethic, commitment to excellence, and service to the School have 

been extraordinary.  Penny, we wish you the very best during your retirement with 

lots of time for your family and grandchildren.  Please come forward. 

  



25-Year Anniversary Medal – Peter McLean

In his many handwritten notes written to me over the years on notecards 

from his Art in Biology class with Peter Brook, Peter McLean reminds me to read 

Wendell Berry, David Orr, Bill McKibben, and other leading voices for 

environmental stewardship in the country and world.  Each note Peter writes 

communicates what Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., called in April 1967 “the fierce 

urgency of now.”  Now Peter argues is the time for action, renewal, rescue, and 

kindness.  Now is the time for thoughtfulness, mindfulness, and generosity and 

spirit.  Now is the time to take a walk, plant a tree, or welcome a sign of spring, 

summer, fall, or winter. 

As much as I respect and appreciate the brilliance and clarity and majesty of 

the writers Peter McLean celebrates, I today want to praise Peter and tell him he 

belongs in that august company.  For 25 years now, Peter McLean has taught 

biology, advised students, and articulated the environmental and ethical mission of 

St. Andrew’s.  As I present this 25th year medal to him today, I do so with profound 

gratitude and appreciation for the man and citizen and leader and teacher he is. 



 
 

 Finally, on this Memorial Day weekend, we honor those in our country who 

made the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms we enjoy today.  I ask all the men and 

women in the graduation audience who have served America as members of the 

Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, and Navy to stand.  We honor and 

celebrate you today.  Thank you. 

 

  



 

INTRODUCTION OF ELIZA CALKINS 

AND THOMAS VON OEHSEN 

 
 In our Awards Night ceremony last evening, our student musical 

performance and reflections from members of the VI Form gave us all an 

appreciation for the spirit, energy, and skill of this graduating class.  This morning 

we are honored to hear remarks from the Class Co-Presidents Eliza and TJ.  I 

worked with them closely during their year of leadership for their School; they did 

a magnificent job.  They care deeply about the spirit of this School, and they are 

willing to do anything to strengthen and protect and honor this community they 

love.  They are strong leaders, full of hope, trust, and belief in the goodness of their 

classmates and their School.  We thank them today for their exceptional leadership. 

 

 Eliza will speak first. 

 

  



 
COMMENCEMENT	  	  	  (Sunday) 
	  
 
Robert T. Jordan Award:  Given by his classmates and former teachers at St. 
Andrew's in memory of Robert T. Jordan, Class of 1986, who died September 11, 
2001 in the World Trade Center attack, to the IV Form boy and girl who displays 
the qualities that made Robert so memorable and distinctive: a love of humanity, 
an appreciation of friendship, a willful perseverance and resolve amidst adversity 
and opportunity, a unique and refreshing perspective on life and all its possibilities.   
 
Presented by his classmate, Ann Taylor, to: 
 

Abubakarr	  Kamara 
Juliette	  Catherine	  Neil	  

 
 
 
Christopher Wilson Award and Scholarship:  Given by his parents in memory 
of Christopher Edward Wilson, class of 1999.  The award recognizes seniors who 
best embody Chris’s virtues and personal qualities: a love of St. Andrew’s, a quiet 
and authentic appreciation of life, friendship and community, a devotion to service 
and to children, and a kind and generous spirit.   
 
Presented by his parents, Juanita and Ted Wilson, to: 
 

Sung	  Min	  Lee	  
Coulter	  L.	  Loft 

 
 

  



The Cristin C. Duprey Diversity and Inclusivity Award: Awarded in memory 
of Cristin C. Duprey, Class of 2004, to the VI Formers who have provided 
exceptional service in the cultivation of a diverse and inclusive St. Andrew's 
School community.  
 
Presented by Stacey Duprey, and Co-Directors of Diversity and Inclusivity David 
Miller and Treava Milton to: 
 

Josue´	  David	  Chavez	  
Jamie	  Lou	  O’	  Leary	  

Woojeong	  Eunice	  Song	  
	  

 
 
 
Fine Arts Award:  Awarded to the student who has made the greatest contribution 
in the fine arts and demonstrated a depth and quality of talent that demands our 
recognition.  
 
Presented by Arts Department Chair, Ann Taylor to: 
 

Megan	  Patricia	  Hasse	  
 
 
 
 
Henry Prize:  Awarded to the VI Form boy and girl who have been of the greatest 
service to athletics.  It recognizes not only personal athletic skill, but also service 
to the teams of which the students were members.  
 
Presented by Athletic Directors Seraphine Hamilton and Lindsay Wright to: 
 

Eliza	  Nichols	  Calkins	  
Samuel	  Claus	  Gowen	  

Christopher	  Stratton	  Hanrahan	  
	  
 
 
 



King Prize:  Awarded to the leading scholar during the VI Form year. 

Presented by Academic Dean Nathan Costa to: 

Kirstin	  Emily	  Anderson	  

Founder’s Medal:  Awarded to the scholar in the graduating class who, during his 
or her career at St. Andrew's, has achieved the best academic record in the Form.  

Presented by Kitten Gahagan, Chair Emeritus of the Board of Trustees and 
Granddaughter of the Founder, to: 

Kirstin	  Emily	  Anderson	  

Headmaster’s Award: 

Presented by Headmaster, Tad Roach to:	  

Thomas	  Weld	  von	  Oehsen,	  Jr.	  

William H. Cameron Award:  Given to the VI Form boy and girl who have 
performed outstanding service to the School.   

Presented by their advisors, Will Robinson, Sharon Phelan and Lindsay Brown, to: 

Kirstin	  Emily	  Anderson	  
Eliza	  Nichols	  Calkins	  

Noah	  Isaac	  Epstein	  Rickolt	  



 
St. Andrew's Cross:  Given in honor of the late Bishop Cook of Delaware, who 
was associated with the founding of the School.  It recognizes the student whose 
contribution to the School has been distinguished for Christian qualities of concern 
for others, humility and high principle.   
 
Presented by their advisors, David Miller and Gordon Brownlee, to: 
 

Malcolm	  Howlett	  Brown	  
Jamie	  Lou	  O’Leary 

  



 
INTRODUCTION OF CRISTINA STENBECK FITZGIBBONS ‘95 

 

St. Andrew’s is proud to welcome Cristina Stenbeck Fitzgibbons as our 

graduation speaker this morning.  As an acclaimed and dynamic leader in the 

global business community, Cristina serves as Executive Chairman of the $10 

billion Swedish investment company Kinnevik which operates in more than 80 

countries in the world across five continents.  Kinnevik employs more than 90,000 

people around the world.   Cristina serves as Chairman of Zalando, the leading 

European fashion and accessories e-commerce company, as a Board member of 

Millicom International Cellular, Tele2, Modern Times Group, Transcom 

Worldwide, Metro International, and St. Andrew’s School, as the spouse of 

Alexander Fitzgibbons, and the mother of three daughters Merrill, Amelia and 

Tatiana, Cristina has a staggering number of responsibilities and demands on her 

time and on her life.  Yet to know her, to work with her, to learn from her, to listen 

to her, you would think that your concern, your meeting, your phone call is the 

only issue on her mind.   

 

 This strength, energy, focus, versatility, and leadership emerged in 

Cristina’s life through magnificent example and love of her parents, through her 



experiences at St. Andrew’s and Georgetown University, and through her marriage 

to Alexander Fitzgibbons. 

 

At one time in her life, I served as Cristina’s advisor; now, she is a person to 

whom I turn for brilliant advice, support, encouragement, wisdom, and courage.  It 

is the greatest honor of my professional life to serve St. Andrew’s as the Merrill M. 

Stenbeck Headmaster, an honor bestowed upon me by Fitz and Cristina in 2010.  I 

work each day with the spirit and example of Cristina’s mother to guide me.  Now, 

Cristina mentors me. 

 

Over the years, Cristina has helped me to articulate and envision a St. 

Andrew’s worthy of the challenges and opportunities of this global era.  She 

advises me on ways of thinking and planning and exploring the possibilities for 

global education.  She has envisioned deep and generous partnerships with our 

global world to bring outstanding students from all across the world to our campus.  

Today, Cristina will share a particular vision of global opportunity for St. 

Andrew’s. 

 

 Our graduates will meet a global world of astonishing speed, change, 

and dynamism in their lives as adults.  They will need to be strong, resourceful, 



confident, creative, and idealistic.  They will have to understand the intricacies and 

traditions and perspectives of a global world. 

 

 As a leader who thrives in this exciting and compelling century, Cristina 

Stenbeck Fitzgibbons returns to her second home today.  We are so proud of her 

and thank her, Fitz, and Merrill, Amelia, and Tatiana for coming to St. Andrew’s 

from London to share this day with us all. 

 

  



 

AWARDING OF DIPLOMAS 

 

• Awarding of Diplomas 

 

 • Parents/pictures 

 

 • Will Speers, Associate Headmaster and Dean of Faculty 

 

 

 
  



NATIONAL ANTHEM AND BENEDICTION 

 

 

• National Anthem (All Rise) 

 

 

 

 

 

• Benediction by The Reverend John F. Hutchinson, Chaplain 

  

 	  
 


