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As   a   freshman   I   became   quickly   immersed   in   the   newness   and   excitement   of   a   new   state,  

city,   school,   and   peers,   but   I   had   little   understanding   of   what    ethos    at   St.   Andrew’s   really   meant.  

Because   of   this,   I   initially   overlooked   the   first   opportunity   to   join   the   mentoring   program,   instead  

I   was   excited   by   the   possibility   of   having   a   half-day   free,   every   week   to   spend   with   my   friends.  

However,   as   the   year   progressed   and   I   saw   almost   every   one   of   my   classmates   get   up   from   their  

tables   in   the   dining   hall   to   leave   for   community   service   on   Tuesday   afternoons,   I   finally   started  

to   see   the   true   values   of   the   St.   Andrew’s   community   that   would   later   greatly   affect   my   outlook  

on   the   world.   

Thankfully,   one   afternoon   I   was   “caught”   by   Hutch   in   the   dining   hall,   and   the   following  

Tuesday,   I   was   in   a   van   with   Mr.   Robinson   and   five   others   driving   to   Townsend   Early   Childhood  

to   serve   as   a   mentor   to   a   young   student.   Over   the   course   of   the   year,   this   would   become   one   of  

my   favorite   days   of   the   week   and     would   serve   as   a   bridge   into   the   greater   Middletown  

community   that   was   so   foreign   to   me.   

The   following   year,   I   was   transferred   to   Silverlake   Elementary,   where   I   was   introduced   to  

my   mentee   Donae.   On   our   first   day   together,   she   was   quick   to   tell   me   “the   important   facts   about  

her”-   at   the   age   of   eight,   she   was   already   an   orphan   living   with   her   aunt   and   two   sisters.   Even   on  

that   very   first   day,   I   was   able   to   see   the   incredible   strength   and   intelligence   of   this   little   girl,   and   I  

continued   to   learn   from   her   resilience   despite   her   adversity   each   week.   What   really   put   her  

situation   into   perspective   for   me,   were   the   similarities   between   Donae   and   my   little   sister,  



Ellison.   Despite   being   two   little   girls   growing   up   in   seemingly   opposite   worlds,   each   of   their  

shared   humor   and   empathy   managed   to   remind   me   of   the   other   every   time   I   saw   them.   From   time  

spent   with   both   of   them,   I   discovered   so   much   about   how   the   shared   values,   traits   and   joys   of  

being   a   child   can   surpass   even   the   biggest   differences   in   circumstance:   a   perfect   example   of   just  

how   much   one   can   learn   through   proximity   with   the   community   surrounding   them.   I   only   hope  

that   I   was   able   to   make   just   as   much   of   an   impact   on   Donae   as   she   did   on   me.  

  If   Hutch   were   not   to   have   found   me   in   the   Dining   Hall   that   day,   I’m   not   sure   I   would  

have   come   to   understand   this   lesson   to   the   extent   that   I   have.   I   believe   that   these   connections   are  

not   necessarily   unique   or   uncommon:   just   choosing   to   participate   can   lead   to   them.   Spreading  

this   message   is   what   inspired   me   to   co-head   the   mentoring   program   this   year.   

I   know   that   I   am   not   the   only   St.   Andrean   who   felt    positively   affected   by   the   mentoring  

program   or   any   one   of   our   many   community   service   opportunities   at   school.   Participation   in  

community   service   is   one   area   that   sets   St.   Andrew’s   apart   from   other   high   schools.   Service   is  

not   mandatory.   Students   decide   to   get   involved   because   they   care.   This   is   so   reflective   of   the  

culture   of   kindness   we   work   to   cultivate   at   St.   Andrew’s.   We   don’t   give   back   because   it   is   a  

requirement,   we   give   back   because   we    want    to.   I   encourage   you   all   to   get   involved   in   a   service  

opportunity   at   school:   whether   this   is   planting   trees   in   Mr.   Gilheaney’s   backyard,   doing   Adaptive  

Aquatics   every   Wednesday,   volunteering   at   the   senior   center   each   week,   participating   in   the  

Adaptive   Dance   program,   or   contributing   to   the   Special   Olympics   Fall   Festival.   Every   single   one  

of   you   have   unique   gifts   to   offer,   and   I   promise   that   giving   back   is   not   only   rewarding,   but   will  

affect   you   more   than   you   know.   


