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{Xander Atalay ’19 took this long-exposure photo of the night sky over the T-Dock (and two friends) one 
evening in early January. The bright light in the woods on the left is emanating from the home of Mary 
Loessner P’84,’86 (longtime, now retired, assistant to the Head of School) on the far side of Noxontown 
Pond. Don’t worry, nothing was on fire! You can see more of Xander’s astrophotography on page 43.}

{front cover: Margaret Murphy ’19 performs a gel electrophoresis experiment in her 
AS Chemistry class while Tommy Lee ’19 and Xander Atalay ’19 observe. The class was 
using gel electrophoresis—a laboratory method used to separate mixtures of DNA, RNA, 
or proteins according to molecular size—to investigate food dyes in candy.}
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When you work in communications—whether you’re a graphic designer 
or an editor or a creative director or anything else—it’s important to continually 
evaluate your own personal taste, and its influence on what you create, for a number 
of reasons. For one thing, if you’re working on a team, no one’s going to be happy if 
one member rules the roost with her predilections for small caps and color overlays. 
(If it were up to me and only me, for example, the St. Andrew’s Magazine masthead 
would not be in all-caps.) For another, it seems likely that if you do let your own 
inclinations direct traffic, what you create will begin to look the same, sound the 
same, read the same, in piece after piece. 

But perhaps most importantly: it seems to me this kind of evaluation is a best 
practice across all aspects of life and all fields of work. How do the personal biases 
of a teacher, for example, influence how she works with individual students? If 
you’re an English teacher and you just don’t have the patience for Shakespeare, but 
Shakespeare’s in your curriculum—how does that affect your students’ learning? 
Fear not—St.  Andrew’s faculty is regularly asked to self-evaluate, and through 
that self-evaluation, uncover the “beam in thine own eye.” We do this through our 
annual teaching portfolio project; through discussions and exercises around equity 
at faculty meetings; through participation in the St. Andrew’s Summer Institute; even 
through regular visits to other classrooms in other disciplines, just for a dose of fresh 
perspective on teaching and learning. 

And, although they’ve had fewer years in which to form the calcified partialities 
of adults, our students do the same kind of work each day in class, as they wrestle 

with opinions and perspective offered by peers from across the 
table—peers with all different backgrounds and religions and 
ethnicities and political persuasions and ways of life. They then 
take this classroom practice and apply it to every other aspect of 
their lives at St. Andrew’s. You can see evidence of how students are 
wrestling with their own biases—and the biases that may be put on 
them by others—throughout this issue of the magazine: in the Chapel 
Talks given by Chinese and Korean students in celebration of Lunar 
New Year on page 55; in the growing SAS Model UN program, 
fueled by student enthusiasm for understanding other cultures and 

finding solutions to global issues, as detailed on page 17; or in the regular trips to 
Wilmington students make to work with the homeless of that city, one of which is 
detailed on page 28.

All that being said— I have to admit that one of my own personal biases is also 
all over this issue of the St.  Andrew’s Magazine. I love Q&A format interviews, 
and you’ll find no shortage of them in these pages. I love the Q&A format because 
it allows the authentic voice of the subject to shine through to the reader. That’s 
always my hope for the St. Andrew’s Magazine: that it brings the authentic voices 
and diverse perspectives of the St. Andrew’s of today, from our Front Lawn to your 
living room.

All my best, 

Liz Torrey
Director of Communications

Letter from the Editor

Fear not—St. Andrew’s faculty is 
regularly asked to self-evaluate, and 
through that self-evaluation, uncover 
the “beam in thine own eye.”
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Mission Statement of St. Andrew’s School
In 1929, the School’s Founder, A. Felix duPont, wrote:

The purpose of St. Andrew’s School is to provide secondary education of a 
definitely Christian character at a minimum cost consistent with modern 
equipment and highest standards.

We continue to cultivate in our students a deep and lasting desire for learning; 
a willingness to ask questions and pursue skeptical, independent inquiry; and an 
appreciation of the liberal arts as a source of wisdom, perspective and hope. We 
encourage our students to model their own work on that of practicing scholars, 
artists and scientists and to develop those expressive and analytical skills necessary 
for meaningful lives as engaged citizens. We seek to inspire in them a commitment to 
justice and peace.

Our students and faculty live in a residential community founded on ethical 
principles and Christian beliefs. We expect our faculty and staff to make our 
students’ interests primary, to maintain professional roles with students and to act 
as role models at all times, to set and maintain healthy boundaries with students, to 
encourage student autonomy and independence, to act transparently with students, 
and to support each student’s developmental growth and social integration at the 
School. Our students collaborate with dynamic adults and pursue their passions 
in a co-curriculum that includes athletics, community service and the arts. We 
encourage our students to find the balance between living in and contributing to the 
community and developing themselves as leaders and individuals.

As an Episcopal School, St. Andrew’s is grounded in and upheld by our 
Episcopal identity, welcoming persons regardless of their religious background. 
We are called to help students explore their spirituality and faith as we nurture 
their understanding and appreciation of all world religions. We urge students to be 
actively involved in community service with the understanding that all members of 
the community share responsibility for improving the world in which we live.

St. Andrew’s is committed to the sustainability and preservation of its land, water 
and other natural resources. We honor this commitment by what we teach and by 
how we live in community and harmony with the natural world.

On our campus, students, faculty and staff from a variety of backgrounds 
work together to create a vibrant and diverse community. St. Andrew’s historic and 
exceptional financial aid program makes this possible, enabling the School to admit 
students regardless of their financial needs.
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AS Bioengineering students test out their 

solutions to an engineering challenge presented 

by Dr. Johnson (far left)—how to make objects 

fly or float in air, using strategies observed in 

nature (such as maple tree “whirlybird” seeds 

and dandelion fluff). Specifically, students 

were tasked with constructing a bio-inspired 

floating vessel out of a piece of paper and the 

metal in a paperclip. Dr. J. then took the class 

to the balcony over the wrestling room in the 

Old Gym, where students competed to see 

whose vessel would stay in the air the longest.
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Cristle Ike ’19 performs as Carol Strong in Catch 

Me If You Can, the winter musical mounted by 

the SAS Theatre Program.
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“I met a lot of people in Europe.  I even 

encountered myself.” —James Baldwin

Piper Jackman ’21 explores the amphitheater 

in Pompeii while on a St. Andrew’s-led trip to 

Italy over Spring Break. Read a travel diary 

from the trip on page 74.
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Local photographer Emily Troutman grabbed 

her camera and snapped this beautiful photo of 

an early season snowfall dusting the Main Drive.
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THE STRATEGIC PLAN PREFACE

A Strategic Plan is the product of a conversation between a school’s 
mission and the ever evolving and changing environment in which 
an institution lives and grows. St. Andrew’s pursued a comprehensive 
strategic planning process over the past three years, and we have 
drafted this document to guide our work over the next five to ten 
years. We thank students, faculty, alumni, past parents, current 
parents, and trustees for their wisdom, insights, and support during 
this process.

The common insight running through all discussions and 
deliberations was a desire to protect, cultivate, and strengthen the 
culture of the school: the phrase “school culture” describes how 
members of the community live and learn together, speak to and 
of one another, collaborate, problem solve, respond to challenge, 
frustration, and adversity together, and connect the work of 
St. Andrew’s to a larger local, national, and global purpose. The 
culture of St. Andrew’s describes and reflects how members of the 
school express virtues of intelligence, discernment, kindness, empathy, 
and compassion in their daily lives together.

Precisely because we live in an era of unprecedented change, 
disruption, and innovation, St. Andrew's Strategic Plan seeks to 
create a remarkable synthesis between sacred human tradition and 
modern change. We seek to honor and protect the human element of 
St. Andrew’s so that our graduates will move into the 21st century 
world prepared and inspired with the values, habits of mind and 
heart, and creativity to make a profound difference in the world. 
At the same time, we aspire to create an academy of innovation, 
collaboration, and problem solving for students.

Of course, strategic planning leads to the recognition that 
alongside a passionate drive for human and academic excellence, we 
must strengthen the financial resources of the school. Our audacious 
financial aid program, our identity and culture as an all-residential 
school, our cultivation of faculty excellence, our commitment to a 
physical plant uniquely suited to the education and residential mission 
of the school combine to make St. Andrew’s an expensive school 
to sustain. To strengthen St. Andrew’s, we must create a culture 
of philanthropy that literally inspires all members of the school’s 
extended family to support the mission.

A Strategic Plan

As we move towards the end of another good year at St. Andrew’s, I want to 
share a summary of St. Andrew’s Strategic Plan. This blueprint for our future emerged 
through discussions held here on campus and in dialogue dinners, Reunion sessions, 
and Board of Trustee deliberations and review. Even as I write this letter, St. Andrew’s 
is moving towards a fall 2019 opening of the new and renovated Amos Hall, a 
remarkable step forward in our commitment to teaching and learning excellence in 
Math and Science. I look forward to talking to all of you about our pursuit of these 
goals that honor the human community of the School.
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STRATEGIC PLAN SUMMARY

The promise and achievement of human and academic excellence at St. Andrew’s depend on the 
quality, generosity, and collaboration of an extraordinary student body and a world class faculty. 
Therefore, the plan suggests an exciting way forward that will strengthen financial aid, faculty, 
and the teaching and learning environment at the school.

 
 I We seek to increase unrestricted annual giving through gifts to the Saints Fund to provide 

immediate resources in support of St. Andrew’s comprehensive academic and community 
environment. Gifts to the Saint’s Fund support all aspects of building and maintaining 
such a community, including support for financial aid, faculty professional development, 
innovations in teaching and learning, and the fully residential community, among others. 

 I We seek to protect and celebrate a generous and transformational financial aid program 
because we want to honor, secure, and protect the school’s founding mission of 
opportunity for “all, regardless of means”; because our financial aid program attracts 
the best students from around the country and the world; because our financial aid 
program inspires the recruitment and retention of the best boarding school teachers in the 
nation; because financial aid opens doors of opportunity for and changes the trajectory 
of students’ lives; because financial aid is a generous and creative expression of human 
selflessness and goodness. 

 I We seek to renovate and reimagine Amos Hall as an urgent and vital investment in 
teaching and learning in math, science, and computer science. The renovation will 
honor the innovative approach to teaching and learning in these disciplines: the project 
will deepen collaboration, teamwork, problem solving, and independent study for 
our students; the reimagined Amos will help us attract the best students and teachers 
across the United States and the world; the renovation will make Amos Hall a center 
for community, for creativity, for innovation, forming an essential connection between 
Founders Hall, the O’Brien Arts Building, and the Sipprelle Field House; the new Amos 
will serve as a bright, open, attractive, and compelling space for the community of 
students and teachers. 

 I We seek to develop endowed gifts to honor, support, and challenge faculty, for our 
teachers view their instruction, mentoring, coaching, and directing work as a calling; 
because St. Andrew’s faculty create a culture of excellence, humanity, and expectation 
within the community; because the faculty’s commitment to the intellectual, spiritual, and 
ethical development of the students is so extraordinary. 

 I We seek to honor the full potential of an all-residential, academic, and human community 
by developing more flexible faculty housing options on the main campus. We know such 
proximity leads to spontaneous conversations, connections, commitments that define 
our campus culture. We seek to design world class educational and residential programs 
promoting student wellness and diversity within community. 

 I We seek to maximize engagement with our community of alumni, parents and friends, 
appreciating the integral role they play in fulfilling the mission, representing the values, 
and achieving the vision of the School through their time, expertise, and financial support. 
We honor and celebrate the giving of every member of the community, recognizing that 
giving at any and all levels opens doors of opportunity for current students and reflects 
community engagement and strength. J

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL  / 
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Join us for 

Reunion 2019! 
REGISTER TODAY AT 

standrews-de.org/reunion
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A number of St.  Andrew’s faculty members 
presented at the annual The Association of 
Boarding Schools (TABS) Conference, the 

premier national conference for administrators, faculty, 
and staff of boarding schools, held in December in 
Washington, D.C.

Dean of Students Will Robinson gave a presentation 
on St.  Andrew’s remarkable cell phone-free student 
culture. His presentation, titled “The No-Phone Zone—
How to Rid Your School of Smartphones,” outlined 
St.  Andrew’s cell phone policy—students are required 
to keep their phones in their rooms at all times, and 
underformers must leave their phones in the hallway 
after lights out. He also shared research on the impacts 
of teen smartphone use and suggested strategies for 
importing St. Andrew’s phone policy into other school 
environments.

“In terms of our cell phone policy, what we’re doing 
at St. Andrew’s is ahead of the curve,” Robinson said. 
“Schools may have certain ‘zones’ where students can’t 
have phones, such as the dining hall or the chapel, but 
no other school is telling students they simply can’t 
have their phones out of their rooms. Everyone agrees 
that smartphones are a problem, but schools are really 
struggling to find a solution.” St. Andrew’s began its cell 
phone policy around the year 2000, when more and more 
students began bringing mobile phones to campus, and 
administrators began to see their impact on the School’s 
culture. Rather than banning cell phones outright, 
students were permitted to bring phones to school 
but were required to leave them in their rooms at all 
times. As cell phones evolved into smartphones, the rule 
remained the same. In his presentation, Robinson said 
he “tried to make pretty strong academic and emotional 
health arguments against the constant presence of 
smartphones. The research over the past two years has 
been overwhelmingly clear: smartphones are really bad 
for all of us, but particularly for teenagers with their 
developing brains that are so susceptible to addiction. 
Their brains are wired to be addicted to smartphones, 
and we are giving them the drugs.” Robinson notes his 
presentation had a great turnout, and that he’s received 
a ton of great feedback after the fact.

Religious Studies Department Chair Terence 
Gilheany and Dean of Teaching and Learning Elizabeth 
Roach (not pictured) jointly presented on St. Andrew’s 
ongoing action research project on the academic 
transition process of ninth grade students. (Gilheany 
is the coordinator for the School’s accreditation work 
with the Middle States Association Commission, 
and the “Inspiring All Ninth Graders” project is 
driven in part by that accreditation process.) In their 
presentation, Roach and Gilheany shared insights from 
their study of the ninth-grade academic transition, and 
best practices for scaffolding and supporting diverse 
students throughout that transition. They also “made 
the argument for action research and how it can 
push schools and teachers forward to strengthen their 
academic programs,” Roach noted.

“As we are at the midpoint of our ‘Inspiring All Ninth 
Graders’ action research project, preparing for and 
putting together our presentation 
for TABS was a particularly 
interesting and productive process 
for us,” she said. “We were able 
to step back from the work we’ve 
been doing, remind ourselves of 
our goals, articulate and evaluate 
the action steps we have taken, and 
begin to envision the work we have 
to do in the next year and a half. It 
was both affirming to see what we 
have accomplished so far as well 
as exciting to anticipate the work 
ahead as we push to strengthen the 
academic transition to St. Andrew’s 
for all ninth graders.”

“The educators who attended 
our presentation asked excellent 
questions and were eager to engage 
in conversation about action research as well as the 
challenges and opportunities of welcoming ninth 
graders into a new academic culture,” Roach continued. 
“They were impressed with the work we were doing 
and intrigued by the research. They also reported similar 
experiences with their ninth graders. Several educators 
stayed after our presentation to talk more about our 
project, expressing interest in visiting St.  Andrew’s, 
continuing our conversation beyond the conference, 
and attending our colloquium in the spring of 2020.”

St. Andrew’s Faculty Present on  
School Academics and Culture  
at TABS Conference

It was both affirming 
to see what we have 
accomplished so far 
as well as exciting to 
anticipate the work 
ahead as we push to 

strengthen the academic 
transition to St. Andrew’s 

for all ninth graders.
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On February 25, Tom Bauhan ’82 
returned to campus to speak with 
St.  Andrew’s Engineering and 

Global Studies students about his work in 
international development in Afghanistan. 
Bauhan was joined on visit by his colleague 
Massoud Orya; Bauhan and Orya have 
worked together on a number of energy 
grid projects in Afghanistan.

Bauhan’s career path began at the 
University of Virginia, where he studied 
engineering, and went on to serve in the 
Navy, where he ran a ship engine room. 
After leaving active duty, he pursued 
a master’s degree in engineering at the 
University of Texas-Austin, and worked 
for some time as a structural engineer in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. He remained 
a member of the Navy Reserves Civil 

Engineering Corps, and in the wake 
of September 11, he was called up for 
three tours of duty in Afghanistan over 
the course of six years. Between these 
deployments, Bauhan expanded his career 
expanded into international aid and 
disaster relief, and worked on rebuilding 
projects in the Middle East and on the 
Gulf Coast following Hurricane Katrina 
in 2005.

In 2011, Bauhan stumbled upon what 
he describes as “the only job application 

I’ve been able to check off every box 
for”—a position with the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID) in Afghanistan. His experience 
as a licensed engineer, combined with his 
knowledge of international building and 
seismic codes, previous overseas work, and 
familiarity with Afghanistan in particular 
landed him the job. Bauhan found himself 
back in Afghanistan, initially working on 
hospital rebuilding projects, followed by 
three years overseeing a $1 billion power 
generation and redistribution project 
in and around Kandahar City, which at 
that time was “a nightmare of degraded 
systems,” Orya recalled. It was on this 
project that Bauhan met and hired Orya, 

who received his education in Kabul 
under the Taliban, and went on to study 
construction engineering and management 
on a Fulbright Scholarship, funded by the 
U.S. State Department, at Texas A&M 
University. During his visit to SAS, Orya 
contrasted his own secondary educational 
experience to the discussion ttables and 
laboratories of St. Andrew’s campus. “We 

didn’t even have tables and chairs,” he 
said. “It was just go to school and show 
up. That was it.”

St.  Andrew’s AS Engineering teacher 
Will Rehrig was excited to have Bauhan 
visit his classroom and “let students see 
what engineering looks like beyond the 
classroom,” Rehrig said. Bauhan spoke 
to students about the intersection of 
engineering principles and construction 
realities. “The big break between university 
[engineering] education and actually 
designing something that is constructible 
boils down to two questions,” Bauhan 
explained. “A: Is it possible, in terms of 
the engineering, to build this idea?, and B: 
Do you have the resources to build this? 
For students, design problems should be 
framed in a way that has them go through 
a very deliberate thought process of 
how you satisfy both of those questions. 
Students have to learn to apply what they 
know, but also engage with some of the 
reality checks.”

Based out of USAID’s Office of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan Affairs in 
Washington D.C., Bauhan works with the 
current administration and lawmakers on 
Capitol Hill. He travels to Afghanistan 
several times a year to support USAID’s 
infrastructure team on the ground, 
managing projects and portfolios as the 
United States’ footprint and budget in the 
region gradually shrinks. While Bauhan 
notes he occasionally feels like a “fish 
out of water in a large bureaucracy,” he 
appreciates that his engineering work 
enables him “to actually do tangible 
things that have an impact on people, 
not governments,” he concludes. “You’re 
benefiting people who are the direct 
recipients of basic services. That’s pretty 
neat.” •

“YOU’RE BENEFITING
PEOPLE WHO ARE THE

DIRECT RECIPIENTS
OF BASIC SERVICES.

THAT’S PRETTY NEAT.”

PRINCIPLES & REALITIES 
 WITH USAID PROJECT MANAGER TOM BAUHAN ’82 
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St.  Andrew’s Model UN Club (also known as 
SASMUN) has had an active year under the 
guidance of faculty advisor Will Rehrig. In addition 

to attending Model UN conferences in Wilmington, 
Philadelphia, and Washington, D.C., this winter 
(including one conference in which all eight Saints who 
attended received Best Delegate, Outstanding Delegate, 
or Honorable Mention recognitions), SASMUN also 
organized and hosted a Model UN conference on 
campus in November. Five schools and 100 students 
attended the conference, in addition to the 35 Saints 
who participated as delegates and the 17 Saints who 
staffed the conference, which was held in the Arts 
Center and the new classrooms in the basement of the 
Old Gym.

“The first St.  Andrew’s Model UN Conference 
was a resounding success,” said Model UN faculty 
advisor Will Rehrig. “The conference was years in the 
making, with student leaders Tad Scheibe ’19, Noor El-
Baradie ’19, Ann Yancey Bassett ’19, and Miles Abney 
’20 dedicating countless hours crafting a conference 
experience that would challenge delegates of all 
experience levels. Many of the schools in attendance 
commented on how impressed they were with the 
conference, especially given it was the first year.” 
Keynote speaker Sam Wyman ’57 shared his extensive 
experience in foreign affairs—he spent more than three 
decades with the CIA and earned the Department of 
State’s Meritorious Honor Award—and highlighted the 
current challenges facing the UN.

During the conference, students engaged 
in stimulating debates that focused on finding 
collaborative solutions to major global challenges. 
Discussion topics included Landmine Action, Social 

Media and Internet Use, The Paris Peace Conference 
of 1919, Tibet and Chinese Relations in 1960, and The 
North Korea Crisis. All of the simulations were created 
and run by St. Andrew’s students who were required to 
pick their committee topics, become an expert on their 
topic, write a background guide explaining the topics to 
delegates, and then chair and lead the discussion of the 
topics during the conference. 

“One of the great moments of the day was when 
Religious Studies teacher Jason Kunen portrayed the 
Dalai Lama, and met with students during a tense 
discussion between Tibetan and Chinese delegates 
looking to broker a peace accord,” Rehrig recalled. 
“He came in last minute—Xander Atalay ’19 called 
him during the conference and asked him to walk over 
to the Arts Center to participate—and really helped 
provide an authentic experience for delegates.”

“The conference was designed to allow St. Andrew’s 
students to experience Model UN in very accessible 
way, right on campus,” noted Rehrig. “It also served as 
a fundraiser for yearly conference expenses for the SAS 
Model UN Club.” 

This was the first Model UN conference for many 
St.  Andrew’s students, and many first-time attendees 
won awards. “Every student in attendance walked away 
more knowledgeable in foreign affairs and the skills 
required in diplomacy,” Rehrig said. “The conference 
helped to show students the value and importance of 
collaboration and compromise, whether you are dealing 
with some of the largest threats in the world, or a 
disagreement with your roommate.” Work on SASMUN 
II has already begun; students intend for the conference 
to be an annual event held at St. Andrew’s each fall. •

SASMUN Making Moves
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On February 4, eight St. Andrew’s 
students and two faculty 
members traveled to New York 

City to visit CNN’s studios in the Time 
Warner Center in Columbus Circle. 
During their visit, the group observed the 
newsroom, production control booth, and 
a few of the sound stages where programs 
are recorded. The highlight of the trip 
was their visit on set with Erin Burnett 
’94 during the broadcast of her show 
OutFront with Erin Burnett. “Being on set 
allowed students to see how Ms. Burnett 
interviews her guests, both in person and 
by remote connection,” said film and music 
teacher Peter Hoopes, who was one of the 
faculty members on the trip. “We were 
given earpieces so we could hear remote 
guests throughout the show. Students were 
fascinated by the entire operation, and in 
particular the professionalism with which 
Ms. Burnett treated her live and remote 
guests.” Students also learned about 
logistics of production and talked with 
camera operators and technical directors. 
Burnett’s assistant, Sarah McCarthy, gave 
a tour to the group and answered many 
student questions about her own path to 
working at CNN. “Hearing about Ms. 
McCarthy’s career and her desire to grow 
professionally was also very inspiring to 
the group,” Hoopes noted.

“While touring the studio, we saw 
the many different jobs that exist within 
broadcast television production, and the 
many different components that make up 
a show,” said Ava Sekowski ’20. “It was 
interesting to learn about how Ms. Burnett 
began her career as a financial analyst 
journalist, and how she moved to where 
she is today. It made me reflect on the ways 
in which my future career could change 
and mold into something unexpected. My 
favorite part of the day was seeing how 
the show was produced—I loved talking 
to the stage manager and cameramen.”

“Getting to tour CNN’s studio and 
meet and watch Erin Burnett tape her show 
was an absolute honor and privilege,” 
said Nicholas Lampietti ’21. “I think 
what struck me the most was how noble 

journalism is, and how the people we met 
during our visit have dedicated their lives 
to helping others, through sharing factual 
and unbiased accounts of current events. 
I can say confidently that the critical 
thinking, honor, and empathy so unique to 
the St. Andrew’s community has allowed 
me to recognize this, and inspired me to 
pursue a career, such as journalism, where 
I can make a difference.”

“The trip yesterday left me re-inspired 
to go to school,” commented Riley Baker 
’21. “I had a conversation with a lighting 
operator, and he was very adamant about 
how I should follow my passion and 
put all of my time into pursuing that. 
The experience of seeing what a fellow 
St.  Andrean built for herself was awe-
inspiring and I’m so grateful for the 
opportunity. I’ll remember this trip for a 
long time.”

Nia Cross ’21 also shared an 
inspirational moment from her visit to 
CNN: “As our group was walking out of 
the live taping of OutFront, one of the 
cameramen stopped me and said, ‘Hold 
on, young sister—come here.’ My heart 
dropped because I was wondering if I did 
something wrong. As he began talking, I 
was astonished by the words that came 
out of his mouth. He said, ‘I see something 
in your eyes that you’re going to be in one 
of these positions. Keep following your 
dreams, because we need more people like 
you up there.’ He then shared his contact 
information with me in case I ever want 
to learn more about broadcast journalism. 
In this moment, I was so humbled and 
honored. The CNN family greeted me 
with such warmth and generosity.” •
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On a Friday night in November, you would have found our entire student body packed 
into Forbes Theatre, listening and asking questions about presentations on everything 
from gravitational waves to nanomaterials—presentations delivered by their classmates. 

All in the name of St. Andrew’s first-ever Science Lecture Night. 
“When St. Andrew’s embarked on its new academic schedule, we hoped that it would give 

rise to new ideas and opportunities,” said Science Department Chair Brendan Daly in his opening 
remarks at the event. “I think tonight’s presentations are a perfect example of this ideal.” With 
the removal of Saturday morning classes from the weekly academic schedule, Friday night study 
hall is now abbreviated, leaving more time for all-school programming. Physics teacher Ashley 
Hyde thus saw an opportunity to secure a Friday evening for the exploration of science, and to 
replicate one of her favorite traditions—student science lecture night—from her previous place 
of employment, the Harrow School in London, England.

In the lead-up to the event, V Form and VI Form students were invited to submit 10- to 
15-minute presentations on a science topic of interest in the disciplines of physics and astronomy, 
chemistry and engineering, biology, and environmental science. Students first presented to science 
faculty, who then selected four finalists to share their work with the entire school in Forbes 
Theatre. “The key to this challenge is finding an exciting area of science, and delivering a talk that 
is both intellectually rigorous yet also fun and engaging for everyone from freshmen to faculty,” 
explained Dr. Hyde in her introduction of the event.

This year’s finalists were (listed in the order they presented):~ Bence Orkeny ’20, who presented on Same-Sex Sexual Behavior in Animals;~ Emily Paton ’20, who presented on Measuring Gravitational Waves;~ Lila Feldmann ’20, who presented on the Science Behind Stress; and~ Charlotte Oxnam ’19, who presented on Nanomaterials: The Big Frontier of Tiny Science.
You can watch each presentation in full at www.standrews-de.org/livestream.
“Although of course what we do every day is to try and teach you, we have so much to learn 

from you as well,” Dr. Hyde said to students that evening. “Within the student body, we have all 
these mini-experts in all these different areas of science that might not ever come out apart from 
an event like this.”

The Science Lecture Night is to be an annual event, with one student each year receiving an 
award for “Best Presentation,” with the inaugural award going to Emily Paton ’20. At a School 
meeting in December, Emily was presented with a book prize for her efforts, and the Science 
Department also announced that the event and the award will be named for longtime biology 
teacher Peter McLean.

“Through my participation in this event, I learned that as a thinker, my potential is always 
being pushed,” said Emily. “Just like our knowledge of gravitational waves and the expansion 
of the universe! This competition really pushed me to embrace my love for science. When I 
finished speaking on stage that night, I smiled such a huge smile and I felt on top of the world. In 

that moment, I was so genuinely joyful, 
not just for myself, but for the fact that 
I was able to share the joy, love, and 
passion for a field of science that I care 
really deeply about. I was able to nerd 
out with the people and community that 
I love the most, and I felt, and still feel, 
so supported in my exploration of and 
passion for astronomy.” •

Pushing the Limits of Potential
with Inaugural Student Science Lecture Night
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^ Ms. Jack’s French 3 students play a vocabulary 
game that requires participants to place Post-Its 
on their foreheads. 

^ Third Form students participate in a second-
semester academic orientation in early February, 
led by faculty, and discussed how they might 
develop resilience, independence, creativity, and 
other habits of character within themselves.
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IN THE CLASSROOM 

In Wellness class, 
IV Form students 
explore the question, 
“Who am I?”  “We are 
considering nature vs. 
nurture—what do we 
inherit from our parents 
genetically, and how 
do our experiences, 
upbringing, and 
parents’ opinions and 
beliefs shape who 
we are as a person?,” 
explained Associate 
Director of Counseling 
Lindsay Roznowski, who 
teaches the course. “We 
focused in particular 
on family dynamics: 
parental influence, 
family roles, birth order, 
parent personalities, 
and how parenting style 
has molded who they 
are are today.”

^ Pearl Mallick ’22 makes a point about Macbeth in 
Mr. Porter’s English 1 class. (Fun fact: the class has 
nicknamed their teacher “Mr. Pesto.”)

^ (top) Mr. Gilheany cracks up his Ethics class during a 
rather serious discussion—students were debating 
this question: “To what extent is the use of combat 
drones ethical, and under what circumstances?,” as 
part of the course’s unit on the Ethics of Just War. 

^ (bottom) Mr. Duffy and his Spanish 3 students 
play poker while discussing The Alchemist, which 
the class is reading in Spanish. “There are a lot of 
sophisticated language and grammar structures that 
are learned painlessly as you play poker,” explained 
Mr. Duffy. “In order to ‘buy into our game,’ you 
have to either ask a question about the reading at 
hand or talk about one of the themes. So while we 
are playing the game and continuing to acquire the 
language, we are also talking about the author, the 
novel, and literary devices.”
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hen Tad, Emily, and I visited 

Montgomery, Alabama for the 

opening of the Legacy Museum 

and the EJI National Memorial for Peace 

and Justice in April 2018, I didn’t think 

that I could experience anything more 

emotionally powerful and transformational 

than that trip. During that trip, we all 

decided that we must bring students to see 

the extraordinary work and vision that 

Bryan Stevenson made manifest in these 

two sites. �

BUMPING INTO
REMEMORY

By ElizaBEth Roach



SAS / ST. ANDREW’S MAGAZINE

24  /  TALK OF THE T-DOCK

When we made the trip again this past March, 

I was moved in even deeper ways. Perhaps it was 

because we were sharing the experience with seven 

amazing seniors, seeing and experiencing the history 

both together and through their eyes. Perhaps it 

was because Montgomery was not thronged with 

thousands of people as it was during the weekend of 

the opening last year but was instead almost desolate 

and quiet, eerily so. Perhaps it was because we also 

visited Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church 

(which is located right below the State Capitol where 

a brass star still marks the place where Jefferson 

Davis stood when he was sworn in as the President 

of the Confederate State of America) and Dexter 

Parsonage, the house where the King Family lived 

in Montgomery (and where another marker tells 

the story of the bombing of the house when Coretta 

was at a home with their first daughter). Perhaps it 

was because we traveled to Birmingham to see one 

historic block in the center of the city: Kelly Ingram 

Park with its many statues memorializing the Civil 

Rights demonstrations in the 1960’s, the Birmingham 

Civil Rights Institute—an interpretive museum and 

research center—and the 16th Street Baptist Church 

with its magnificent organ and where four young 

girls were killed in the 1963 bombing. Perhaps it was 

because we also traveled to Selma to walk across the 

Edmund Pettus Bridge. Perhaps it was because we 

were able to engage in many conversations with the 

people of Montgomery, Birmingham, and Selma, to 

hear their stories, to feel their history.

Perhaps it was because we all felt what Toni 

Morrison calls rememory. In Beloved, Sethe explains 

to her daughter, Denver, the notion of rememory: 

“Places, places are still there. If a house burns down, 

it’s gone, but the place—the picture of it—stays, and 

... this history haunts us 

so that we remember and 

confront the past honestly, 

so that we can heal, so 

that we reconcile and 

restore through the power 

of love and empathy.
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INVOCATION
The wind brings your names.
We will never dissever your names
nor your shadows beneath each branch and tree.

The truth comes in on the wind, is carried by water.
There is such a thing as the truth. Tell us
how you got over. Say, Soul look back in wonder.

Your names were never lost,
each name a holy word.
The rocks cry out —

call out each name to sanctify this place.
Sounds in human voices, silver or soil,
a moan, a sorrow song,

a keen, a cackle, harmony,
a hymnal, handbook, chart,
a sacred text, a stomp, an exhortation.

Ancestors, you will find us still in cages,
despised and disciplined.
You will find us still mis-named.

Here you will find us despite.
You will not find us extinct.
You will find us here memoried and storied.

You will find us here mighty.
You will find us here divine.
You will find us where you left us, but not as you left us.

Here you endure and are luminous.
You are not lost to us.
The wind carries sorrows, sighs, and shouts.

The wind brings everything. Nothing is lost.

Elizabeth Alexander

not just in my rememory, but out there, in the 

world… It’s when you bump into a rememory 

that belongs to somebody else. Where I was 

before I came here, that place is real. It’s never 

going away. Even if the whole farm—every tree 

and grass blade of it dies. The picture is still 

there and what’s more, if you go there—you 

who never was there—if you go there and stand 

in the place where it was, it will happen again; it 

will be there for you, waiting for you… Because 

even though it’s all over—over and done with—

it’s going to always be there waiting for you.” 

Denver’s response, “If it’s still there, waiting, 

that must mean that nothing ever dies,” prompts 

Sethe’s “Nothing ever does.”

Indeed, we all felt throughout the trip that 

we were bumping into the rememories of others, 

that the past was still present, that the ghosts 

and the trauma still inhabited the streets, the 

buildings, the churches, the landscape. As 

Bryan Stevenson reminds us with his work 

and his words, this history haunts us so that 

we remember and confront the past honestly, 

so that we can heal, so that we reconcile and 

restore through the power of love and empathy. 

Near the end of the Memorial for Peace 

and Justice, Elizabeth Alexander’s poem 

“Invocation” beautifully reminds that “the wind 

brings everything. Nothing is lost.” •
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^ International House students cooked up sweet 
Korean pancakes on a Saturday afternoon in 
January.

^ Alice Thomas-Hilton ‘19 enlisted the help of 
St. Andrew’s Facilities Team to ask Austin Brannan 
’19 to semiformal in February. The School’s 
backhoe operator, Curtis Marsh, escorted Alice 
to the Founders Circle, where Austin happily said 
yes.
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AROUND CAMPUS
Students enjoyed an afternoon 
of cancelled classes and gully 
sledding after a snowstorm on 
February 11. Tad announced 
the “mini free day” at the end of 
School Meeting and Engelhard 
Hall went wild; you can watch 
the video on Instagram @
sasdelaware. 

^ School Co-Presidents Noor El-Baradie ‘19 and 
Carson McCoy ‘19 organized a project to liven up 
the construction fencing around a currently-under-
renovation Amos Hall. Each Form was given a tarp 
to paint/decorate/sign on the Front Lawn during 
a Wednesday lunch in December, and the tarps 
were hung on the fencing in January. 

^ Augie Segger ’19 gave an organ recital at Saint 
Thomas Church Fifth Avenue in New York City 
in early March. His mother Rachel wrote, “Some 
of his SAS friends were so kind to join us. Also in 
attendance was Danny DeVeau ‘14.”
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STUDENTS CONNECT WITH WILMINGTON HOMELESS 
THROUGH  CODE PURPLE PROGRAM

On a bitterly cold January 20, sixteen seniors and three faculty 
members put midterm exam prep aside to get proximate with 
homeless men and women of Wilmington seeking relief from 
dangerous wind chills that had pushed temperatures into 
single digits. Saints participated in the Code Purple program, 
an initiative of Friendship House of Wilmington that provides 
shelter and warm food to the homeless when harsh winter 
weather conditions threaten their lives. “St. Andrew’s School 
is privileged to be part of a rotation of service with seven 
other churches who participate in the Code Purple winter 
sanctuary,” explained St. Andrew’s Chaplain Jay Hutchinson. 
The sanctuary begins at 3 p.m. and concludes when large 
shelters, such as the Salvation Army, open at 8:30 p.m. to take 
in residents for the night.

Student volunteers divided into two shifts to work with 
Code Purple clients. “Our first team, organized by community 
service co-head Leandre Pestcoe ’19, made and served 200 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches,” said Hutchinson. “They 
also served hundreds of bowls of hearty soup, provided by 
St. Andrew’s Chef Ray and the SAGE Dining Services team.” 
The second group of students arrived at 6:45 p.m. to find 75 
men, women, and children seated at round tables, enjoying 
their meals while waiting for shelters to open. “Led by our other 
community service co-head Jamie Rowley ’19, this cohort of 
seniors wasted no time spreading themselves around the room 
and engaging these clients in conversation,” Hutchinson said. 
“Nick Loh ’19 also brought his cello and played it for the 
people during this later shift! People were mesmerized.”

“To be frank,” Hutchinson continued, “Code Purple 
services is not ‘easy’ community service—it’s not akin to going 
to transitional shelters such as Andrew’s Place or Epiphany 
House, which are more controlled environments. Our students 
must deal with their own nervousness as they approach a table 
of the currently, not recently, homeless.”

“I sat down at a table and began talking to a man 
who shared with me that last year at this time he lived in 
Middletown in a house... and then he lost his job... and then 
he lost everything,” noted one VI Form student. “I couldn’t 
believe it.”

“In these moments, we learn as much about ourselves 
and our own preconceived notions about what homelessness 
looks like,” Hutchinson concluded. “This kind of experience 
forces our students out of their comfort zones and gives them 
the chance to come alongside another person who is human, 
just like them. These brief, mutually beneficial exchanges 
demonstrate the power of service to show us much about 
ourselves, and about ‘the other.’” •
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BOYS BASKETBALL
Captains: Charlie Cahill ’19, Adrian 
Watts ’20

Record: 15-5

All-Conference: Adrian Watts ’20 
(First Team), Lamar Duncan ’20 
(Second Team), Nnamdi Chima-
Anyanka ’19 (Honorable Mention), 
Brandon Graves ’22 (Honorable 
Mention) 

Highlight: “We’ve had a few 
memorable games, but the highlight 
of the season was definitely defeating 
our conference rival Wilmington 
Friends on the road,” said Head 

Coach Terrell Myers. “The team got 
off to a great start and led through 
the game; going into halftime we had 
a 19-point lead. But in the fourth 
quarter we got into foul trouble, 
and also managed to miss a total 
of 14 free throws. With only a few 
seconds remaining, we were barely 
holding on to the lead. With three 
seconds remaining, we missed yet 
another free throw, but managed to 
secure the rebound and the win. This 
win solidified our spot in the state 
tournament and also gave us huge 
confidence heading into states.”

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Captains: Noor El-Baradie ’19, 
Leandre Pestcoe ’19

Record: 11-9

All-Conference: Noor El-Baradie ’19 
(Honorable Mention)

Highlight: “Saints girls basketball 
had their best season in years, 
finishing 11-9, including a 10-0 
record outside of the conference,” 
said Head Coach Jason Honsel. 
“The team had huge wins over 
Middletown, Newark Charter, and 
McKean.” In addition, the Saints 
picked up their first league win in 
two years by knocking off perennial 
playoff team Tatnall. Noor El-Baradie 
’19 led the team in scoring and 
Leandre Pestcoe ’19 led the team in 
assists and steals.  
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GIRLS SQUASH
Captains: Mia Beams ’19, Anya 
Dhawan ’19, Reagan Meyer ’19, 
Nancy Tucker ’19

Record: 3-6

Highlight: A 4-3 win for the team 
over Riverdale Country School at 
Nationals. “We were tied at 3-3 with 
Izzy Nielsen ’21 last on the court,” 
recalled Head Coach Taylor Foehl. 
“She ended up winning a thrilling 
fifth game 11-9. All of our girls were 
outside the court living and dying 
with every point—it was so tense! I 
was so proud of Izzy and the rest of 
the girls for coming through in that 
big moment.” 

BOYS SQUASH
Captains: Tripp Peters ’19, Gus 
Richards ’19, Rhys Williams ’19

Record: 8-4

Highlight: Finishing the season with 
a win at the Episcopal Invitational. 
“At this tournament, each of the 
positions on the ladder play in their 
own tournament, and points are 
awarded to teams for individual 
wins,” explained Head Coach Taylor 
Foehl. “We had five of our seven 
players in the finals. Rhys Williams 
’19 was the only player to win his 
draw at the #4 position, but the depth 
of our team was enough for us to 
capture the team title.” 

INDOOR TRACK
Captains: Ryan Godfrey ’19, Lilly 
Howard ’20

Boys Highlight: High jumper 
Simi Ibitoye ’20, in front of a large 
cheering crowd at the Tower Hill 
Tri-Meet, jumped a height of 5'6". 
This achievement earned him a trip 
to the DIAA State Championships, 
where he was joined by teammates 
Blake Hundley ’20, who qualified in 
the 1600M and 3200M, and Carson 
McCoy ’19, who qualified in the 
800M and the 3200M.

Girls Highlight: Charlotte Gehrs 
’19 crushed the competition in 
the 3200M at the Eastern Shore 
Invitational, earning herself a 
bid to the State Championships, 
just a week after qualifying for 
states in the 1600M at Tower Hill. 
“Charlotte’s times put her top 25 in 
the state in both events, which is very 
impressive,” said Head Coach Carson 
Brooks. “This was also the first year 
we were able to field a girls relay 
team. Lilly Howard ’20, Charlotte 
Gehrs ’20, Aliay Chavez ’20, and 
May Lumban-Gaol ’19 competed 
in the 4x200m dash at the State 
Championships and set a new School 
record.”
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SWIMMING
Girls Captains: Ann Yancey Bassett 
’19 and Sarah Caron ’19

Girls All-Conference: Sarah Caron 
’19 (First Team), Madison Macalintal 
’22 (First Team), Piper Ackermann 
’19 (Honorable Mention), Alyse Ray 
’20 (Honorable Mention)

Girls Record: 7-2

Boys Captains: Will Cammerzell ’19, 
Tad Scheibe ’19

Boys All-Conference: Xander 
Atalay ’19 (First Team), Will 
Cammerzell ’19 (First Team), Tad 
Scheibe ’19 (First Team), Andrew 
Park ’21 (First Team), Matt Yan ’19 
(Honorable Mention), Bence Orkeny 
’20 (Honorable Mention), Jesse Tuglu 
’20 (Honorable Mention), Matt 
Thomas ’22 (Honorable Mention)

Boys Record: 5-4

S
Highlight: “Both the boys and girls 
swim teams had milestone seasons,” 
said Head Coach Pete Mihalcik. “At 
an impressive DISC Tournament 
meet, the team broke three school 
records: Sarah Caron ’19 in the 
100 back, Andrew Park ’22 in the 
100 fly, and Tad Scheibe ’19 in the 
500 free. The girls tied for second 
at DISCs, while men placed first. 
The team finished off the season 
with their highest finish at the state 
championship meet in ten years: the 
boys finished fourth in the state (out 
of 28 teams) and the girls finished 
eighth (out of 26 teams).”

WRESTLING
Captains: Nick Lilley ’21, Theo 
Taylor ’21

Highlight: “We beat many 
competitors in our conference and 
made a great showing at the DISC 
Tournament,” said Head Coach Phil 
Davis. “Both Nick Lilley ’21 and 
Theo Taylor ’21 earned an invite 
to the state wrestling tournament, 
thanks to their season records and 
wins at the conference tournament. 
But maybe the biggest highlight was 
a compliment from an opponent’s 
parent, who noted how well our team 
was doing this year and that we have 
the politest, most well-mannered 
wrestlers she has ever seen.”
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Griffin Up!

{ By Eliza MaclEan }
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Congratulations on a fantastic season!

Coach Davis: The season did go well. First and foremost, everybody stayed healthy, 
which was a huge plus. The team has grown from two wrestlers to 13 wrestlers 
since Coach [Matt] Boyle and I took it over in 2017. We had two state finalists [this 
year], Theo Taylor ’21 and Nick Lilley ’21, who both went to the quarterfinals. 
At the Delaware Independent School [DISC] Tournament, four placed within the 
top three [of their respective weight classes]. The DISC Tournament involves 
the six teams from our conference, and the top three finishers in each weight 
class there then get to go to the Independent Conference Tournament [which 
involves 13 independent schools from across the state]. So we had four 
Saints wrestlers at the Independent Conference tournament.

Tell us about how you have been building momentum over the past few 
years.

Theo: It was nice coming into the wrestling room on the first days of 
practice, and seeing it more full of people than last year. For Nick and 
me, this is only our second year wrestling, but it’s been great to see the 
program grow so much over the course of that time.

Nick: The fact that we had eight new kids come in this year, I think 
was partly because they saw the mentality of kids who were already 
wrestling, and how focused and determined they were to be their 
best. It’s very rare to see someone put 110 percent effort into every 
practice. These [new] kids see that and say, “I want to do that and 
challenge myself, and I think wrestling is a great sport for that.”

Tyler: This my first year wrestling, but I feel like the whole 
school started to get excited about what was going on in the 
wrestling room. From day one, I 
felt like the coaches believed in 
me, and that was a big thing. I felt 
like they were there for me, and 
they wanted me to succeed. They 
really helped me throughout the 
journey. The guys who were 
returning wrestlers made it 
easy for me, because if I was 
doing something wrong, they 
would show me what to do, 
and that kind of stuff. I know 
that wrestling’s a single-
person sport, but it’s nice 
how you can feel like you 
are fighting for your team, fighting for your coaches. 
It’s a good feeling, just trying to win for Coach Davis 
and these guys.

Coach Davis, what is your coaching philosophy? To 
what do you attribute the team’s success in going 
up against wrestling programs that start as early as 
kindergarten?

Saints wrestling is in 
the midst of a multi-
year resurgence. After 

the team roster had 
dwindled down to just 
three wrestlers for the 

2015-16 season, Director 
of Security Phil Davis 

was given the Head Coach 
position and tasked with 
rebuilding the team. We 

sat down with Coach Davis 
and three of this year’s 
varsity wrestlers—Theo 

Taylor ’21, Nick Lilley ’21, 
and Tyler Wood ’21—to hear 

about how their “Griffin 
Up” mentality took them to 
the state championships this 

year, and what the team’s 
goals are for the future.

A Conversation with Saints Wrestling 

Griffin Up!
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Coach Davis: All of our kids that we currently have, they’ve never really wrestled 
[before coming to St. Andrew’s]. They don’t know the difference between a wrestling 
mat and a bath mat, so we have to start with the middle school mentality. We just 
start teaching all the kids basic moves from the beginning. Our first year was about 
practicing all the basics. Every once in a while, when we saw that a kid on the mat 
was struggling with the basic moves, we would go in to, so to speak, a signature or 

a specialty move, train that the entire week, and 
constantly call that out to them on the mat at 
the next match or tournament so they had more 
tools in their box. That’s been our philosophy all 
along, and it’s worked for us because the team 
has progressed. We are definitely winning a lot 
more than we are losing.

Nick: I think Coach Davis is great at knowing 
when to have fun, and also when to be serious. 
He cracks a few jokes, plays some music. And if 
we’re doing planks, he’s an ex-military guy, so 
he knows how it works. We’re not in it because 
we want to go 100 percent and not have fun, we 
want to go 100 percent and also find ways to 
enjoy our time together.

Aside from your great season record, what about 
this team stood out as special to each of you?

Phil: This was mentioned to us last year, and 
again this year—three tournaments in a row, I 
was approached by parents and complimented 
about our kids’ demeanors. How they’re always 
polite. Face the facts: wrestling is a violent sport. 
You have to be willing to be violent for six 

minutes of your life to try to win a battle. It’s just you and another person on the 
mat. The kids should take pride in the fact that out of all the things going on in 
that room—with all the dads and moms screaming, “Kill ’em! Bend ’em up like a 
pretzel!”—our kids go out, they wrestle, and if they win, lose, or draw, they shake 
the other kid’s hand. I’ve watched Cole Kay ’21 in particular. At the end of the first 
period, Cole’s beating the kid and he goes over and helps the guy up and shakes his 
hand and says, “Don’t worry, you’re doing okay.” I’m kind of like, “Who does that 
on a wrestling mat?” But our kids do.

Nick: It was really fun being the underdog. We’re St. Andrew’s, and no one really 
knows exactly where we are, so upsetting other teams is a big thing. At the Glasgow 
Tournament, I was seeded sixth, but I won my first match, and then I won against 
the Sanford kid and beat him in overtime, and then I won against a kid from 
Pennsylvania, and beat him by a margin. And out of nowhere, I got first.

Theo: We just love wrestling. I think more than other sports, it’s just getting out on 
the mat and the feeling of just going and putting in 100 percent effort, giving 100 
percent no matter what.

What lessons from wrestling have carried over into other aspects of your lives?

Nick: The kids in that wrestling room—we’re not angry people, we don’t want to 
fight. It’s more like we want to try something new. We think there’s something to 
learn out of it, and there is.

Tyler: Resilience is a big one. Nick and I play soccer and baseball, and Theo plays 
soccer and tennis, but I think we can all agree that with wrestling, there’s a different 
component of hard work. It kind of hurts. It’s tough when you’re in the middle of a 
match and you keep telling yourself, “I’m not going to give up.” I think that’s what 
ultimately makes you stronger—when you can push through those situations.

Theo: When you are on the mat, it’s very personal. It’s just you and the other guy. It 
comes down to effort and what person wants it more. That’s just a really good life 

It’s just you and the other guy. It comes down to 

effort and what person wants it more. That’s just 

a really good life lesson in general. Sometimes it 

will just be you, and if you keep working hard, 

keep getting back up and fighting and moving and 

doing everything you can, you will make progress.
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lesson in general. Sometimes it will just 
be you, and if you keep working hard, 
keep getting back up and fighting and 
moving and doing everything you can, 
you will make progress.

Tyler: A big lesson that the coaches 
taught me, that I really felt in the DISC 
Tournament, was that if somebody 
doesn’t peel you away, just keep your 
head up, keep working, and don’t quit. 
In my first match, I went into triple 
overtime—a painful experience—but 
throughout the whole thing they were 
just like, “You made it this far, don’t 
quit now.” And then in the finals, I 
wrestled a kid from Sanford who was, 
at the time, first in the state. And even 
after I lost and ended up placing second, 
they’re going, “Keep your head up. You 
placed second; you’re still going to the 
Independent Conference Tournament, 
just keep going.”

Coach Davis, you described the DISC 
Championship as “putting St. Andrew’s 
back on the high school wrestling map.”

Nick: First of all, we have to thank Mr. 
Roach for coming all the way out there. 
We’re a small team and the meets are 
all day, 12 hours long. He came out 
and supported us. Theo’s parents were 
there, my dad was there, and Tyler’s dad 
was there, so we had a good network of 
people who are invested in it because it 
matters to their kids.

Coach Davis: We probably could have 
come really close to winning the DISC 
Tournament this year, except we’re 
forfeiting five weight classes. When 
you forfeit five weight classes, that’s six 
points per weight class. We gave up 30 
points in a match automatically. The 
neat thing about that is we’re giving 
up 30 points immediately in a match 
because of forfeits, and we beat two 
of our conference teams this year, even 
with that 30-point handicap. The kids 
are going out and they’re fighting hard. 
But team score-wise, we’re not getting it 
yet because we don’t have the people in 
the room.

One of your team mottos, “Griffin Up,” 
took hold on campus this winter. What 
does it mean?

Tyler: “Griffin Up” embodies everything 
about a St. Andrean. On the sports field, 
in the classroom, on stage. It’s about 
being who you are and being resilient.

Theo: It’s the mentality, it’s the mindset. 
It’s the integrity of it. You represent the 
school, the school is a great place, and 
we have great sportsmanship. And that’s 
embodied in “Griffin Up,” which means 
be a St. Andrean, be a Griffin, let’s go 
get this.

Nick: Not just for the wrestlers though!

Theo: Yeah, at the state basketball 
game, people were chanting it.

Nick: Coach Davis gave a School meeting 
announcement talking about how it’s 
not just the wrestling team—that people 
who want to feel a part of Griffin Up, 
well, they can and they should. Just by 
being a fan, and by carrying it over to 
other sports with the mentality of: Don’t 
give up, and represent your school well.

Phil: It caught on with the kids. I heard a 
lot of other kids asking what it was, and 
people thought it was a wrestling thing. 
It started in the wrestling room because 
we just wanted an esprit de corps. We 
wanted to be able to say to a kid, “Hey, 
get it together dude, stop whining.” 
When they’re inside the room and they’re 
not performing so well at practice, or it’s 
one of those days where people are just 
dragging their feet around, we’ll just 
tell them “Griffin Up” and they know 
that means get it together. It’s kind of a 
mindset to strive for excellence, and just 
because something doesn’t go your way, 
you don’t let it impact you. It’s a way 
to get a kid back mentally to where he 
should be in the room.

What are your goals for the team 
moving forward, especially with all of 
you returning?

Phil: Coach Boyle and I have a four-year 
program. Our goal is to produce a state 
champion—someone who is standing 
on the podium with a medal at the state 
tournament, before these guys graduate. 
As a team, the biggest goal is to win the 
DISC Tournament, or the Individual 
Conference Tournament.

Theo: We’re looking to build the team 
even more, and we’re looking around 
at people who we can recruit to be 
on the team. Tyler and I are starting 
Sunday practices, just rolling around 
and anyone who wants to can show 
up can. We’ll rope in some more kids 
to fill the weight classes. What we 
need is to fill weight classes, so we 
can compete in dual meets.

Nick: It was a lot of fun, it was 
a nice ride, and we can’t wait 
to hop on the train next year, 
I think, along with every 
St.  Andrean at the school. 
And we’ll hopefully host 
a few more tournaments, 
and really build up this 
program. Ten, fifteen 
years ago, there 
were 25 kids on the 
team, and we’re 
resurrecting that. 
…It’s growing, and 
that’s all we can 
ask for. 
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GO SAINTS!
Zoe Clowney ’22, Alyse Ray ’20, 
Miles Abney ’20, and Caroline 
Sahs ’20 cheer on Nicholas 
Lampietti ’21 during a home 
meet against Cape Henlopen 
on December 4. 

^ ((top) St. Andrew's wrestlers “brought home the bling” (in the words 
of Head Coach Phil Davis) from the DISC Wrestling Championships 
on February 12: (l. to r.) Nick Lilley ’21 (2nd place), Tyler Wood ’21 
(2nd place), Graham Abramo ’22 (3rd place), and Theo Taylor ’21 (2nd 
place). These wins allowed the wrestlers to advance to the Delaware 
Independent Conference Championships, where they competed against 
13 other schools from across the state. 

^ ((bottom) Saints boys varsity basketball huddles with Head Coach Terrell 
Myers just before their state tournament game against Appoquinimink 
High on February 26. ”On behalf of the entire boys varsity basketball 
team, I’d like to thank everyone who came out to Appo for our 
tournament game tonight,“ said co-captain Charlie Cahill ’19 after the 
game. “While we didn’t get the result we wanted, we were proud to play 
in front of so many of our classmates, teachers, and friends.”

> Phineas Hunt ’22 throws the shot put during a midseason indoor track 
meet. Phineas went on to compete at the DIAA State Championship in 
shot put, a first for the SAS indoor track team.
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^ Saints girls varsity basketball gets on their burpee 
grind in practice with Coach Honsel (seen right, 
also doing burpees).

^ Presenting the first annual Speers Cup! On January 
12, Saints boys varsity squash hosted Tower Hill 
School at home, and we surprised Associate Head 
of School Will Speers and his sister-in-law Bessie 
Speers, who is Head of School at Tower Hill, by 
naming this annual match in their honor. 
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An Interview with 
 Arts Department Co-Chair and Painter John McGiff

by Eden Rickolt ’16

John McGiff has taught studio art at St. Andrew’s for more than two decades, and during 
that time has also maintained a prolific career as a painter. Much to the chagrin of students 

and alumni everywhere, Mr. McGiff is retiring at the end of this school year. Eden Rickolt ’16 
talked with “McG” (as he is sometimes called) about his painting, his teaching, and his path.

EDEN: How did your interest in art begin? 

JOHN: I'm not sure. I think all kids love 
drawing. It’s a natural way to reflect your feelings 
about the world. I used to draw hockey goalies 
all the time. Then I went to a boarding school in 
England and took art for one of my main three 
classes. I did stuff in gouache and colored pencil. 
They were all weird, surrealistic things. It was 
another way of visualizing internal dynamics. I’ve 
always loved it and I’ve always been very visually 
aware of the world. 

My mom was always making stuff. We had 
a big playroom on the third floor of our house 
and she let all of the kids do a Jackson Pollock 
on the floor. We were all there throwing the paint 
around and it was so fun and liberating. Her 
costumes for Halloween were always homemade 
and the best. There was something about art that 
was an expression of freedom and different kinds 
of personalities. You could be anything that you 
wanted to be.

EDEN: When did you decide to fully pursue art? 
And how did you come to that decision?

JOHN: I thought I wanted to be a writer so I 
went to Georgetown for a year. I got confused 
so I dropped out, hitch-hiked across the country, 
and got a job on a Mississippi Queen. Then I lived 
in San Francisco for about a year and a half doing 
all sorts of odd jobs. I was a bicycle messenger, a 
janitor in a public hospital, a dishwasher from 
midnight to eight in the morning at a café in 
San Francisco. I realized that being an unskilled 
laborer in the American workforce was horrible. 
So I was like okay, I’ve got to do something that’s 
a real investment. I felt that with writing I didn’t 
have a critical apparatus for knowing when I was 
making written work that was mediocre. So I 
decided to go to art school.

I went to SUNY Purchase and it was the 
hardest thing I ever did. We would be up until like 
three in the morning doing projects, but I loved 
the whole challenge of learning a new language. I 
wasn’t good. There were some people that made 
these things in an effortless fashion. When I go 
back and look at my original paintings, they’re 
flat and pasty and kind of ugly. I knew it was 
going to take me forever to feel like I was getting 
somewhere, to feel really adept at it, but I loved it. 

AND AT THE ROOT OFeverything, 
 THERE HAS  TO BE SOMEjoy
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It was the process of work that I fell in love with. It wasn’t 
about the end product, but it was about every day having 
a task that was linked to a process that was creative and 
required my hands. Art school was fantastic, and I met my 
wife there in a freshman drawing class.

EDEN: Afterwards did you go straight into making work?

JOHN: We were making work then. As you go on, you 
become more and more independent. Then you graduate 
and life gets really tough. I think you have to just make 
work for yourself. You have to make work that you want 
to make and a lot of the work that you make will only be 
in preparation for those few things that you do that are 
really hitting the nail on the head. It’s important though, 
to develop that practice. 

Anyway, Elizabeth and I moved in together and were 
so poor. Then eventually my father started kicking me in 
the butt and said, “Why don’t you go to graduate school? 
That way your options will be more open.” So, two years 
after graduating college, I went to grad school. That really 
helped solidify the practice. Everybody was there for the 
same reason: to continue to make work and to get better 
and to meet people who are also doing it.

It can be pretty lonely, though. Visual art isn’t like 
theatre. It can be a collaborative thing but for the most 
part you’re there at your studio. If you’re not doing it for 
yourself, if you’re doing it to be financially successful, then 
you’re putting a burden on that studio practice and on the 
realm of your imagination. I never wanted to do that. So 

teaching became a no-brainer. And it was a way to get out 
of the studio, and have a social life. I like people. 

EDEN: What was your first teaching job?

JOHN: I started grad school as a TA. Then, I went and 
knocked on doors, and started teaching as an adjunct 
at both Temple University and Drexel University. Then I 
started teaching art history at the Jewish Y. There was also 
a community center in my neighborhood where I taught 
flower painting to 70-year old ladies. 

EDEN: And how did you end up at St. Andrew’s?

JOHN: So I was teaching at all those places, and we had 
bought a row house in South Philly and we had gutted the 
entire thing. We had two little babies. We also had a faux 
painting business on the side. We were stupidly busy and 
still hardly making anything. I had a friend who knew the 
previous art teacher that was leaving St.  Andrew’s. My 
friend was like, “You should go check this out.” At first I 
thought I didn’t want to teach high school, but I said, “All 
right. I’ll go look at it.” It seemed like a good idea—we 
thought, Let’s just get out of this city, get close to some 
decent schools for the kids, try to simplify our lives a bit.

So, we came down here. It didn’t simplify life, it just 
complicated it in new ways. It was different, but it was a 
great place for my kids to run around, and I realized that I 
didn’t have to dumb anything down. We could do exactly 
the same thing we were doing in the college studios. I 
think as a student population, St. Andrew’s students are 
pretty amazing, because there’s nothing you guys can’t do. 
There’s nothing you’re not willing to do, as long as it’s 
presented in a way that makes sense. I had no idea I’d be 
here for 22 years. 

EDEN: How has the Art Department evolved over those 
22 years?

JOHN: [When we first started teaching here] there was 
no such thing as the gallery. The Art Center used to be 
the old Facilities building. The art studio used to be the 
laundromat. Everything was all in different places. Then 
the Board of Trustees decided, “Hey, let’s build a whole 
new building.” I was like, “Fantastic!” We got to travel 
around a lot and look at a lot of different places, and then 
we designed it. It was a great experience. That made a big 
difference [to St. Andrew’s art program].

In terms of the arts, just the numbers of people who go 
through the program, whether it’s photo or ceramics or 
painting or film, or the performing arts, has just exploded. 
With the new building now, roughly three-quarters of the 
student population are involved in the arts. It was so cool 
to see that happen. I think it changed the School. I think 
it changed the quality of what students were looking for 
and the kind of student that would come to St. Andrew’s.

EDEN: What do you love most about teaching?

JOHN: I think the best part of it is sharing the surprise of 
accomplishment, seeing it click for someone who has been 
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struggling. It doesn’t mean they’re not going to struggle 
in the future. But being a part of the “A-ha.” There was a 
great quote from one of my student evaluations. They said, 
“I hated the self-portrait project, but I loved the process of 
learning how to put it together.” That was everything for 
me, because it’s really easy to be disappointed with your 
work. I’m still that way, too. For them to love that process 
of building and making decision after decision, even if 
they’re not always sure of it, that’s everything.

EDEN: Do you feel like the work you’re making outside 
of the classroom is in conversation with your teaching and 
the work of your students? 

JOHN: Yes, always. I always bring the students to my 
studio, just to show them what weird things can happen 
when you follow an idea. I think students enjoy seeing 
what their teacher is doing creatively in their private 
time. Those two things feed each other all the time. I 
know what frustration is, but I also know what it’s like 
to work through it. I’ve come to embrace the notion that 
frustration means you’re engaged even though you haven’t 
figured out how to solve the problem, yet.

I think knowing that, and having that experience every 
day in the landscape or in the studio, is really important. I 
also work in series. I’ll have an idea, and I’ll take it through 
ten different iterations in order to really own it. That 
informs how I push students, particularly the seniors, to 
take an idea and make it their own. And that’s really hard, 
but I like it a lot. I also embrace a color palette for the 
student population that’s similar to mine. It’s sort of bright 
and a little garish, but spirited. And the excitement—I get 
so giddy when I make something that works. I’m like, 
“Yes!” For every one piece that I make that works, four 
are going to be put in the closet. I know that, so I can 
empathize with students when they’re like, “I hate this.” I 
say, “Well yeah, but let’s identify the areas that you think 
are interesting, and then how can we expand those?”

EDEN: What do you hope students get out of the process 
even if they’re not going to fully pursue art in their future? 

JOHN: I want people to be able to see with their own 
eyes. I think because we use language so much, it can 
become kind of a veil. You’re like, “Oh, there’s a car beside 
that tree.” Well, did you actually look at all of the forms 
and colors that comprised the scene? Look at that funny 
little bike rack that’s a squiggly sort of big orange worm 
peeking out from behind the car. And then, look at where 
the stop sign, the back of the stop sign, is, relative to the 
lower levels of the tree branches. It almost looks like it 
would be the shape of a moon—a harvest moon—and 
the lavender green pattern of the locust bark contrasts so 
nicely with the red color of the Prius.

In other words, I want students to not take anything 
for granted, but to look with their own eyes and take the 
world in. I think most people don’t do that. They look for 
information, like “Okay, I don’t want to get hit by a car,” 
or, “I want to get this jar of pickles out of the fridge.” 

And at the root of everything, there has to be some joy. 
There has to be pleasure. There has to be some happiness 
about it with all the difficulty. I want students to open 
themselves up to beauty. For me, that’s one of the greatest 
reasons to embrace this crazy journey. You can keep your 
eyes shut to beauty, but I think life is a lot less interesting. 
Opening your whole self to that which is beautiful is really 
the absolute key, but you need to be able to see it, for 
yourself, first. •

I want people to 
be able to see with 

their own eyes. I 
think because we 

use language so 
much, it can become 

kind of a veil. 
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SCENE AROUND CAMPUS
Xander Atalay ’19 took this gorgeous photo of the galaxy over 
the Founders bell tower on a clear night in January. Xander has 
never actually taken a photography class while at St. Andrew's, 

but enjoys the pursuit of astrophotography in his spare time.



SAS / ST. ANDREW’S MAGAZINE

44  /  TALK OF THE T-DOCK

CREATIVE CAMPUS
Liza Read ’19 works on a 
portrait in India ink in the 
Art Major studio. The piece 
is part of an independent 
project for which the 
prompt is to make five to 
six images that are linked 
in subject matter, style, or 
both. “The question posed 
to them: if you take a 
concept and develop it in a 
series of works, where will 
it take you?,” explains Arts 
Department Co-Chair John 
McGiff.

^ Austin Brannan ’19 and Cristle Ike ’19 rehearse Sure 
Thing, a short play by David Ives, in their Acting 1 class. 
“Acting 1 students were preparing scenes as a final 
project for public exhibition at the end of the course,” 
explained Theatre Program Director Ann Taylor. 
“Specifically, we were using a technique some call 
‘dramatic action,’ which employs active verbs to help 
motivate and clarify intention for the actor.”

^ Dede Rattray ’19 performs the Dance of the Sugar 
Plum Fairy in the St. Andrew’s Dance Program’s 
December production of The Nutcracker. 
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^ Acting 1 students showcased their hard work 
during the first semester in the form of two short 
plays performed after Chapel in Forbes Theatre 
on January 30. “Both plays were comedic and 
involved bananas,” noted Acting 1 student Rhett 
Edens ’21, seen far right.

^ Cellist Joshua Theodros ’21 rehearses a piece with 
instrumental music teacher Fred Geiersbach (not 
pictured). 
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“Little did I realize that I had a 
whole other family right here. Once 

I understood that, I didn’t feel as 
homesick as I had been before.”

ST. ANDREW’S
M A G A Z I N E



WINTER REVIEW 2019

   47



SAS / ST. ANDREW’S MAGAZINE

48 



WINTER REVIEW 2019

   49

Celebrated author Jesmyn Ward came to 
St. Andrew’s on Tuesday, April 9 to attend 
classes, talk with students & faculty, and 

give a lecture in Engelhard Hall to the 
entire School community. St. Andrew’s 

English classes have read her novel 
Salvage the Bones and her memoir Men 

We Reaped for many years. This year, her 
novel Sing, Unburied, Sing— which won 

the 2017 National Book Award for fiction— 
was the summer all-School read. Salvage 

the Bones also won the National Book 
Award for fiction in 2011; Ward is the only 

woman and the only person of color to 
have won two National Book Awards.

 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR  JESMYN WARD VISITS ST. ANDREW’S
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hat did Jesmyn Ward teach us this 
week? So much,” Dean of Teaching & 
Learning Elizabeth Roach said after 
Ward’s visit. “From the moment she 
answered the first question posed by a 
student at 10:15 in the morning until 
she signed the final student’s book at 
10:15 at night, Jesmyn Ward put us all 

under her magical spell as she gave generously and 
graciously to everyone she met at St. Andrew’s. 
Although we all felt entranced by her beautiful 
words and her otherworldly presence, we also 
felt connected to her because she is, at the same 
time, so real.”

“Her expansive answers to every question 
throughout the day touched on wide-ranging 
topics from writing to grief to motherhood,” 
Roach continued. “In the evening, she interspersed 
readings from Sing, Unburied, Sing with excerpts 
from her essay in The Guardian: ‘Raising a black 
son in the US: ‘He had never taken a breath, and I 
was already mourning him.’’ Hypnotically, Ward’s 

poetic prose paired with her devastating stories of 
loss and love and family rendered us all motionless 
in Engelhard. We were barely breathing.”

Roach shared the following student reflections 
on Ward’s work during her introduction of the 
evening talk:

“Personally, Jesmyn Ward’s novel challenged me 
in a way I had never been challenged before,” wrote 
Noor El-Baradie ’19. “She brings into existence a 
new means of expression without the limitations 
of human constructs like time and death. She 
causes readers to challenge their conception and 
understanding of their history as Americans and to 
see the transcendence of the history of slavery into 
black Americans’ daily lives.”

“For my Senior Exhibition, I wrote on and 
wrestled with Jesmyn Ward’s novel Sing, Unburied, 
Sing,” wrote Danny Lee ’19. “Throughout the 
novel, I was amazed by the intricacy of Ward’s use 
of language and supernatural elements to transform 
a story about Jojo and his family into a greater 
narrative on the history of the oppression of black 
America. And while this novel is a commentary 
on the past, present, and future of the African-
American community, Ward also so masterfully 

/  LIVING IN EMPATHY
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On fiction and non-fiction
“Fiction allows me to sit with a person who I 
really don’t know. I don’t know what’s motivating 
or driving them, so I need to figure out where 
to go, discovering and having a character 
in the process become a real human being. 
Writing encourages my sense of empathy and 
challenges me to imagine other lives fully and 
completely… It’s very painful to write about loss, 
grief, trauma, but I try to write towards painful 
subjects. Writing about family and community 
requires you to be honest with yourself and your 
motivations; it requires a level of introspection 
and vulnerability. It makes me grow.”

Ward’s advice to young writers
“Sometimes your weaknesses can become your 
greatest strengths. Identify what you love in 
literature and imitate it, remake it into your own. 
Read everything. Every book has something 
to teach me—what I like and dislike. You will 
discover your voice through writing. There are 
always trends in writing, but you need to hold 
onto and keep the integrity of what you love.”

JESMYN WARD VISITS ST. ANDREW’S  /

creates the narratives of characters such as Jojo, 
Richie, and Leonie, constructing them as complex, 
multi-layered people and causing us to empathize 
with them as such.”

“Jesmyn Ward’s work has vastly expanded 
my understanding of time, love, family, history, 
memory, pain, life, death, and home,” commented 
Austin Brannan ’19. “More specifically, her writing 
has changed the way I read, changed the way I 
speak, and changed the way I think about stories 
forever. Ward’s compositions regarding dissonance 
between historical suffering and universal healing 
have taught me a great deal about the narrative of 
my own life, and the ultimate interconnectedness of 
my story to the collective stories of the past, present, 
and future. Her work frightens me, invigorates me, 
encourages me, and comforts me all at once. But, 
above all, I am grateful for Jesmyn Ward, for if it 
weren’t for her writing, I would not understand the 
power of my singular voice.”

Ward received a BA in English and an MA in 
media studies and communication from Stanford 
University, along with her MFA in creative writing 
from the University of Michigan, where she won 
five Hopwood Awards for her fiction, essays, and 
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drama. She held a Stegner Fellowship at Stanford 
University from 2008-2010 and served as the 
Grisham Writer in Residence at the University of 
Mississippi the following year. 

Ward currently teaches creative writing at 
Tulane University in New Orleans. In 2016, she 
won the Strauss Living Award, given every five 
years by the American Academy of Arts & Letters 
for literary excellence. In 2017, she was recognized 
with a MacArthur Foundation Genius Grant 
for her work “exploring the enduring bonds of 
community and familial love among poor African-
Americans of the rural South against a landscape 
of circumscribed possibilities and lost potential.” In 
2018, she was recognized among Time’s 100 Most 
Influential People.

“It was an honor to experience Jesmyn Ward’s 
exploration of race, trauma, childhood, parenting, 
home, story-telling, hope and love with Mr. Speers 
and the rest of our English 3 class last year,” 
reflected Henry Esterson ’19 after the event. “To 
hear Ms. Ward’s remarks last night only reinforced 
the obvious passion that she has for language and 
learning as well as her wholehearted commitment 
to kindness, equity, and truth. Ms. Ward’s time 
with St. Andrew’s has encouraged me and moved 

On Confidence & Self-Doubt
“I try to work on a project constantly. 
Because most writers wrestle with self-
doubt, I’m not always fully convinced that 
I can write a book until the day I finish the 
rough draft… For that reason, I never read 
the genre I’m working on.” Ward sent her 
manuscripts to hundreds of agents before 
one of her manuscripts was accepted. 
“Sometimes,” she said, “you need someone 
to say ‘you can do this!’”

On Grief
“No one talks about grief. Where is the 
place for it? I’d always depended on 
literature to escape but also to wrestle with 
things no one talked about. But I couldn’t 
find anything about grief—I wanted to be 
part of a conversation. This pain is natural, 
legitimate; it will never go away. That 
hunger to talk about grief made me want to 
write Men We Reaped. Because this book 
wants to have that conversation with the 
reader about grief, I needed to revise with 
tenderness, care, and sensitivity so that the 
reader can feel their way through that grief. 
My brother always seems to find his way 
into my work. I wrestle with grief and loss 
over and over again.”

/  LIVING IN EMPATHY
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me to go back and re-explore Sing, Unburied, Sing 
and Salvage the Bones over coming months. I am 
excited to uncover old ideas that were fostered in 
class and to make new discoveries, both on my own 
and with her.”

“Because she is so open, because she bares her 
heart and soul, others make themselves vulnerable 
to her,” Roach said. “I watched her for an hour 
and a half—as she signed over 400 books—give 
space to that vulnerability and listen to students as 
they reached out to connect with her. At the end 
of the night, I thanked her for her hard work, the 
fullness of her answers, her beautiful reading, and 
her patience with and attention to every student she 
touched throughout the day. She told me that she 
remembered well how important it is, as a teenager, 
to be seen, to be visible. That’s why she makes 
eye contact with each person as she signs book 
after book after book. That’s why she so carefully 
considers each question. That’s why she tells stories 
that bear witness to the truth. And that’s how she 
fortifies us with her writing, with her presence, with 
her truth, with her love, with her empathy.”

“Jesmyn Ward lives in empathy,” Roach 
concluded. “It’s how she writes and where she 
dwells at all times. That’s her magic.” 

On motherhood, children, 
and systemic racism
“Having children has helped me to write 
characters such as Mam and Leonie. It has 
enlarged my sense of what it means to bear 
children, how it feels to have children and 
what the larger world can do to them… All 
of my characters have been children and 
have had childhoods marked by grief and 
loss. Black children in this country are not 
granted childhoods—the weight of the past 
bears heavily in the present. The historic 
and systemic racism in this country has 
led to our children moving from school to 
prison pipelines; we live in a country where 
children are commodified.” She writes 
stories about people “whose stories haven’t 
been told.” She hopes that children will feel 
“a little less alone” when they encounter 
characters more like them. And she lets 
her female characters “tell their stories” in 
first person narrations. “The kind of people 
I write about are people who have been 
silenced. They are talked about, but they 
are not telling their own stories, not able 
to speak, not able to be seen as complex, 
unique, complicated human beings.”

JESMYN WARD VISITS ST. ANDREW’S  /
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Students in the Asian Affinity Group organized a 
Wednesday night chapel service celebrating the 

Lunar New Year on February 6. The following 
chapel talks were given during this service.
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What is Lunar New Year?
by Chloe Tung ’20
The Lunar New Year is a secular festival celebrated primarily in Asian countries 
such as China, Korea, Japan, and Vietnam. According to the lunar calendar, the 
new year starts with the first new moon [in mid-winter]. In 2019, the Year of the 
Pig—one of the 12 Chinese zodiac animals—began yesterday [Tuesday, February 
5]. While the solar calendar that everyone is familiar with focuses on the earth’s 
orbit around the sun in 365 days, the lunar calendar is based on the moon’s 
monthly phases. The Lantern Festival, a celebration that involves eating ball 
dumplings, hanging lanterns, and making lantern riddles, is the 15th day of the 
first month of the Lunar New Year and marks the end of new year celebrations.

The Lunar New Year is the most widely celebrated holiday in East Asia 
and is rooted in historical mythologies that date back to 2300 B.C., before the 
Shang Dynasty [the first historically confirmed dynasty in China]. One of the 
most widespread legends is that of Nian, a hideous beast believed to feast on 
humans on New Year’s Day. This monster is said to be afraid of the color 
red, loud noises, and fire, so on Lunar New Year, everyone dresses in red, 
hangs red decorations on walls, burns lanterns during the night, and lights 
firecrackers. 

The Lunar New Year, also known as the Spring Festival, is a symbol 
of new beginnings and family unity. Houses are thoroughly cleaned 
beforehand to remove any bad luck lingering inside, and new gifts are 
bought and worn on New Year’s Eve. Children bow down to elders as a 
show of respect and in return, are gifted red envelopes filled with money. 
Most importantly, every family comes together to feast on traditional foods 
and to honor deities. 

The Lunar New Year is an extremely important holiday for many Asian 
students at St. Andrew’s, so the Asian Affinity group is incredibly excited to 
share our culture and experience with this community. 
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Duality: My St. Andrew’s Experience as an Asian-
American
by Dustin Fang ’20 

When I think of holidays, I’m immediately drawn to Thanksgiving. The food, the family 
gatherings, and the chilly weather all remind me of the warm love I have for my friends and 

my family. But come late January and early February, I am thinking about the Lunar New Year. 
The holiday falls around this time of year, and it’s a celebration of change; out with the old, in 

with the new. For me, the Lunar New Year reminds me again of my love for my family, and in 
particular, my binary identity as an Asian-American.

Coming to St. Andrew’s, I found students from all walks of life, but I found myself having 
trouble fitting in. I could connect with the students who lived in America well; I live in Newark, 
Delaware, a mere 40 minutes from school, and I have an American birth certificate and name. I 
watch Netflix, talk about football sometimes, and can recite the Pledge of Allegiance on command. 
At St. Andrew’s, I also found myself connecting to international students from China; I could speak 
to them in Chinese, use chopsticks perfectly, and talk about the food we missed from home. I was 
happy to find people who related to the Chinese side of my identity because there weren’t many 
Chinese students whom I connected with in my class in middle school. Yet, I still felt somewhat 
unhappy because I was struggling to find someone who could connect to both groups as I did, and 
who could balance their own identity between the two. I concluded that the two identities were too 
different to exist simultaneously in my own head. 

However, I came upon a solution to my binary identity through experiences I had during my 
freshman year. Throughout that year, I often found myself switching between my American self 
and my Chinese self. Whenever I was in class, playing sports, or outside of my room, I felt like an 
American kid. I knew U.S. history all too well from middle school and I enjoyed the food from the 
Dining Hall because of my experience in an American elementary school. On dorm, I found myself 
drawn to the Chinese international students and their unique experiences back home. We talked 
about Chinese food we both liked, the same Chinese cartoons we watched as children, and the 
surprises they encountered in America. Through these experiences, I came to the realization that 
I was able to be a Chinese-American by splitting time between the two cultures. By setting aside 
time for each culture, I discovered I didn’t need to find balance between the two. Instead, I decided 
to embody one culture simply when I felt the urge to do so. I’ve continued to split my time in this 
manner, but I still hope to eventually balance the two cultures in the future.

Whenever I feel stressed by my school or by my peers, I would seek relief through heading home 
for a weekend, embracing time with my family and the delicious food my parents would cook. 
After these breaks, I would return to school refreshed, renewed, and eager to continue learning. In 
a similar manner, the Lunar New Year is an especially great time for rejuvenation and relaxation for 
me because of how well I can connect to my Chinese roots during this time. During the New Year, 
I am playing Mahjong, trying to create sets of matching tiles with Chinese characters and symbols 
so I can win the game and earn the glory that follows. During the game, however, I really only end 
up yelling and screaming in Chinese at my friends for my poor luck and the multiple losses I incur. 
During the New Year, I am cleaning the house and hanging red decorations everywhere to welcome 
lucky and auspicious spirits into my home. I am eating handmade dumplings my entire family made 
together, burning my tongue on the hot soup that comes with every bite. And I am calling my 
grandparents half a world away, wishing good health, good luck, and a happy new year. Because of 
the many memories I form and recall during the Lunar New Year, I embrace the Chinese side of my 
multi-cultural identity more than any other time of year and feel nourished and healed from the 
stresses of life.

/  LUNAR NEW YEAR



WINTER REVIEW 2019

   57

Bringing My Traditions Into This School
by Lois Lee ’22

Lunar New Year has always 
been a time that I look forward 

to. It’s the time of year when my whole family comes 
together—including my Uncle Sean, my cousins Sarah 
and Hannah, my parents, and my grandparents. This 
holiday is something that I think highly of because it’s 
noted as a three-day family gathering, and it’s one of the 
few times my family can come together and catch up with 
one another.

My family celebrates this holiday a bit differently 
from the rest of Korean families. That’s probably because 
while we follow the same traditions, we tend to skip the 
ancestral ritual called Charye, since we’re Christians. 
Charye consists of laying out food to pay respects to your 
ancestors. 

Just as Chloe mentioned in her talk [see page 
55], in Korea one key event that takes place during 
this holiday is that we have a ritual called Sebae. In this 
ritual, children wish their elders a “happy new year” 
by performing a deep traditional bow in traditional 
clothes called 한복 (hanbok) and we say the words 
“Please receive a lot of great fortune for the new year,” or 
새해 복 많이 받으세요! (sebok mani baddeseyeo). The 
elders reward these gestures with words of wisdom and 
pocket money—which may or may not be the real reason 
as to why I enjoy this holiday!

Usually after our Sebae, my family dines on tteokguk, 
which is simply a Korean soup with sliced rice cakes, as 
well as a traditional Korean dish called jeon or what I call 
buchimgae. Throughout the holiday, we play a traditional 

board game called yutnori, which is played with designed 
sticks.

Last night, as I was going through what I wanted to 
say for this Chapel talk, I realized that this year’s holiday 
will be first time in my entire life that I won’t get to see 
my Uncle Sean, my dad and his family, my mother, or my 
grandparents. I thought that this would be quite a change, 
not only because I’m apart from my family during a 
holiday which centers around a family gathering, but also 
because I thought about how I wouldn’t have anyone to 
play my yutnori or eat tteokguk or buchimgae with. 

This made me ask my closest friend Sonal [Bhatia ’22] 
how she got through Diwali, remembering that she too 
had never celebrated such an important holiday outside of 
her home and family. 

This is what she told me. 
“Honestly, at first I didn’t realize how different it 

was going to be. I always felt that Diwali wouldn’t be the 
same without my family, but little did I realize that I had 
a whole other family right here. Once I understood that, I 
didn’t feel as homesick as I had been before.”

This—and when Mr. Roach wrote me that he was 
proud to have my family back at St. Andrew’s (my uncle 
studied here before me)—it allowed me to realize that 
I, too, can create meaningful memories as an Asian 
international student who’s a freshman. I can bring my 
traditions into a school which my family absolutely 
trusted enough to embrace me, their niece, granddaughter 
and daughter. Thank you and a very Happy Lunar New 
Year to you all. 
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“If We’re Going to Be Called Yellow, We’re Going to Make It Beautiful”
by Isabel Hwang ’20

On the evening of Lunar New Year, my entire 
family would get together to celebrate the sacred 
holiday. A total of ten children, Iris and I included, 

made our way around different elders of the family, 
offering each of them a full bow, with our foreheads 

touching the floor. Our grandparents harbored 
endless red, shiny envelopes, embossed with gold 

emblems and filled with money. The fatter the envelope, 
the better. In my family, my grandparents gave the eldest 
child the most allowance. As my twin sister was and still 
is a shocking 90 seconds older than me, I received the 
skinnier envelopes. I often spent the years convincing Iris 
to use her new year money on me.

Lunar New Year simply used to be a family thing. 
Before I came to St. Andrew’s, I never shared this 
tradition with my American friends or their families. 
I almost wanted to hide it because it showed just how 
Asian I was. In the past, I have tried to diminish my Asian 
heritage. Name calling was, unfortunately, a reality for 
both me and other Asians: yellow, oriental, or even worse, 
banana—yellow on the outside, white on the inside. I 
still cannot grasp that mindset I once had, the mindset 
in which I preferred Lunchables and prepackaged PB&Js 
over kimbap, seaweed rolls of rice, and tteokboki, sweet 
spicy rice cakes. 

Back in California, a vast majority of my middle 
school peers called this holiday “Chinese New Year.” 
I did not correct them. I let them call it that—in fact, 
I encouraged them to. It was because I felt like that 
title excluded me, a Korean, from celebrating a very 
Asian tradition. However, at St. Andrew’s, I changed. 
This school became the first community to accept my 
background and actually encourage me to embrace it. 

For example, this Chapel service was put together by 
Ms. Reddy, Iris, and Matt [Yan ’19] who, through 

the Asian-Affinity Group, are making our shared 
culture more proximate to the School community. 

Because of this kind of support, I started 
accepting my background more and more, 

and now, two and a half years since I 
first stepped foot on campus as a 

tiny little fresh(wo)man, I am 
giving a Chapel Talk about 
something I used to hide. 

Last year, one of my 
friends called this holiday 

“Chinese New Year.” Now, 
I would have let her call 

it that if I was still “middle school Isabel,” but something 
had changed. I corrected her and asked her to use “Lunar 
New Year” instead, because I wanted to be part of the 
celebration. She kindly respected my opinion and has 
been referencing this holiday as the latter ever since. I 
want to show that although I’m not Chinese, I celebrate 
this fond tradition and I’m proud of it. 

Even as a whole, Asians are progressing: When the 
movie Crazy Rich Asians came out earlier last August 
I could not have been more thrilled. Iris and I started 
counting down in mid-July and pre-ordered our tickets 
then. When we watched it for the first time, I was in awe 
of a beautiful all-Asian cast in a crazy, rich family. Sure, 
I’ve watched countless Asian movies, sometimes too 
many for my own good. Sure, Joy Luck Club came out in 
Hollywood…. but that was 26 years ago. For the first time 
in my life, I sat down at an American theatre watching 
a Hollywood movie with a full cast of Asian actors and 
actresses. For once, we were not the nerdy best friends or 
the evil sidekicks. For once, Asian faces filled up the entire 
screen as the main leads. This experience made me swell 
with pride. 

If you’ve seen Crazy Rich Asians, I’m sure you 
remember one song on the soundtrack, a Mandarin cover 
of Coldplay’s song “Yellow.” If not, don’t worry, it will be 
tonight’s closing song as you all exit the Chapel. The film 
director Jon Chu specifically picked the song because of 
the term’s derogatory meaning for Asians. As he explained 
it: “We’re going to own that term. If we’re going to be 
called yellow, we’re going to make it beautiful.”

At the same time, as much as we’ve accomplished, 
we still have a long way to go. Even here, there are ways 
that St. Andrew’s can improve. I distinctly remember an 
Asian-Affinity Group meeting at the beginning of my 
sophomore year. Some guys expressed that Asian females 
should work harder to be equal to their male counterparts. 
This difference in views shows that not all of us are seen as 
equal even in our own community. I believe it’s important 
both to acknowledge that we have things to work on, and 
to celebrate our accomplishments.

At SAS, everyone celebrates the New Year differently, 
but I appreciate sharing it with others in this community. 
As Miss Duprey said a few months ago, I hope that we 
as a school can create a model of inclusivity for others to 
follow. Thank you and Happy Lunar New Year!
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“You Are Not Half Anything. You Are Twice 
Everything.”

by Sam Zhang ’19

As I was writing this reflection on the Lunar New Year, and my 
experience as an international student at St. Andrew’s, I can’t help 
but recall a line from my senior exhibition book, The Sympathizer 
by Viet Thanh Nguyen: “Remember, you are not half of anything, 
you are twice of everything.”

Nguyen’s words offer great advice to all our international 
students, and everyone who has struggled, or is currently struggling 

with finding the balance between the different aspects of their identities 
and cultural backgrounds.

Growing up, the Lunar New Year has always occupied a special place 
in my heart. For as long as I can remember, the entirety of my ten closest 
family members—now 11, with the addition of my three-year-old cousin—
would get together for the biggest family gathering of the year. Besides the 
“usual” ten course meal which would be prepared with a joint effort from 
all of my family members, we would host a family night with different 
themes each year, during which everyone would exchange gifts and red 

packets, and reflect on their past year as well as sharing their goals moving 
forward. The theme this year was 乘风破浪, a Chinese idiom with a direct 

translation of riding the wind and breaking the tide, commonly used to wish 
people the best of luck when embarking on a new journey. This is the most 
suitable theme for this year, as both my cousin and I will soon be entering the 
next chapters of our lives, and as my dad has started to write his brand new 
novel series. 

Coming to St. Andrew’s, the Lunar New Year and our 
family celebration were some of the things I missed the 
most. No longer being able to be there with my family every 
year during the Chinese New Year was harder to adjust to 
than I expected. Not only did I feel as though something 
was missing from my life, that I wasn’t as close to my family 
and parents as I was before—I also felt like a part of me was 
missing. This annual family gathering on the New Year’s Eve, 
the food, the conversations and experience we share with each other, was part 
of me, and these yearly celebrations made me who I am today. I couldn’t bear 
giving up this important part of me. To this end, I persuaded my family to move 
the gathering from the Lunar New Year, to the New Year’s Eve on the solar 
calendar, during which I would be home for Christmas break. 

When I first came to St. Andrew’s as a freshman, I was reluctant to open 
myself up completely due to my inner insecurity. I was afraid to lose the “Asian” 
part of me. However, being able to reconnect with my roots and the part of 
me that was missing allowed me to feel grounded, and this helped me become 
more open and engage in American culture. This experience was truly an 
invaluable lesson for me and, I hope, will be for other international students as 
well. We can find something that would allow us to connect tightly with our 
own culture—whether it is a family tradition, or reading books in and speaking 
to people with our native tongue—while we keep an open mind and absorb the 
different cultures into a part of who we are.

When I first came to St. Andrew’s 
as a freshman, I was reluctant to 
open myself up completely due to 
my inner insecurity. I was afraid 
to lose the “Asian” part of me.

LUNAR NEW YEAR  /
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 I didn’t feel Asian and I didn’t feel 
American. This is where the term Asian-

American would come in, but it was the exact 
opposite. I felt un-Asian and un-American, 
in a bizarre limbo. And Asian-American is 

the nice word for this weird limbo state.

Limbo Is Not Such a Bad Place
by Iris Hwang ’20

I never liked the term Asian-American. It always 
sounded wishy-washy at best, an oxymoron at worst. 

When I was six years old, I moved to Georgia. 
It was a pretty rough transition from Korea, where 

I’d spent all of my life. Korea is pretty unique in its 
homogeneity. More than 90 percent of the population 
are native Korean, all speak Korean, and we all look 
Korean. I hadn’t realized the privilege and insulation 
I’d had growing up. Some parents began teaching their 
kids English from an early age and sent them to preppy 
“American” schools starting from pre-K where they’d learn 

authentic English from blond-haired Russian or Slovakian 
ladies who’d pretend to be American. My parents had 
sent me to a normal kindergarten that only taught in 
Korean, and I only knew a handful of English words like 
“bathroom.” I don’t think I’d ever seen a white person 
before.

In Georgia, I had a lot of difficulties. The teachers 
thought I was very, very stupid because I didn’t respond 
to “Iris,” because I didn’t know I had an American name. 
ESL was an English as Second Language course in which 
people sang the ABC song at me passive-aggressively. 
The other kids didn’t like me very much. I don’t think 
they’d seen an Asian person before. One particular insult 
I remember is Chinaman, which, as far as insults go, is not 
very original. 

Anyway, I clung pretty fiercely to my Korean identity. 
I refused to learn English, I continued to read my Korean 

comics, and I watched my Korean soap operas religiously. 
I didn’t want to be an American. From what I saw, they 
seemed to be a condescending kind of people who looked 
weird and spoke a language I couldn’t understand and 
made me feel stupid. I wanted to be in Korea again with 
people like me. 

When I was 12, I went back to Korea for two months, 
the longest I’d been there since I left. I was very excited. 
Finally, I would be among my own people. The first day 
back, I went into a cab and the driver charged me extra, 
because he thought I was a foreigner. The Korean words 
that had once come so naturally to me escaped me as I 
struggled to talk to my cousins. I had to think in English 
and translate back. I didn’t dress like them, I didn’t 
talk like them. It felt like I was back in the classroom in 
Georgia, only this time, I was surrounded by Koreans. I 
wasn’t Korean either. I was too American.

It was a very rude awakening. I didn’t feel Asian and 
I didn’t feel American. This is where the term Asian-
American would come in, but it was the exact opposite. I 
felt un-Asian and un-American, in a bizarre limbo. And 
Asian-American is the nice word for this weird limbo state. 
One I’ve come to hate is banana. Yellow on the outside, 
white on the inside. And yet I felt like one. I said Y’all. I 
liked ribs and mac and cheese and other artery-clogging 
food more than the stews my grandmother made. I spoke 
English better than Korean. Without even knowing, my 
core had turned into pure vanilla bean ice cream. 

Lunar New Year has always been a weird experience 
for me personally. I’ve always felt kind of ill-at-ease 
with it. First of all, the official new year began a 
few months ago. Second, I felt disconnected 
from the holiday. No one else in my rural 
Georgian school had even heard of 
Lunar New Year. It reminded me 
of the weird limbo and identity 
thing I didn’t like to think 
about. But, when I am 
surrounded by my 
family and eating 

/  LUNAR NEW YEAR
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food, I am reminded that my experience is not unique. 
Some relatives have lived all their lives in Korea and 
only speak in Korean. Some have lived in America or 
Singapore or Paris or just vaguely “abroad” for many years 
and have never learned Korean. But as we talk to each 
other, with plenty of confusion and translations and 
pauses and laughter as we switch between languages 
and cultures, I feel like a limbo is not such a bad 
place to be.



SAS / ST. ANDREW’S MAGAZINE

62 

MUSICIAN DOUG JAMES ’69 COMES BACK TO WHERE IT ALL BEGAN

An Incredible
Homecoming
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“I was knocked out [by the 
students],” James remarked after 
his visit. “I was overwhelmed 
with everyone’s hospitality 
and kindness, and would like 
to extend a heartfelt thanks 
to Head of School Tad Roach 
and all the faculty and students 
who were there that evening. It 
was an incredible homecoming 
for me. At the beginning of the 
concert I was checking out [the 
audience], and there were a 
couple of people yawning. I was 
thinking, ‘This is bombing! We’re 
in trouble here…’ But by the end 
of it I was just really gratified 
by the students’ response and 
interest. A lot of students, and 
faculty as well, stuck around 
[after the concert], and they had 
a lot of questions.

“One of things I am most 
grateful for in my life is to have 
been able to go to St. Andrew’s 
and become a member of 
the St. Andrew’s family,” he 
continued. “When I say family, 
I’m really talking family. Mr. 
Reyner [Webb Reyner, who was 
the head football coach] was 
like a second dad to me. He 
went on to be the Headmaster 
at St. Paul’s School in Mobile, 

Alabama, but when my mom 
died unexpectedly in 1985, Mr. 
Reyner was on the next plane up 
from Alabama, and he did the 
same thing when my dad passed 
away. Among others, I’ve also 
remained close with Mr. Colburn 
[Bob Colburn]—he was my 
baseball coach for four years, as 
well as football coach— and of 
course, with Mr. Walker [Larry 
Walker].” 

Larry Walker—remembered 
by his students as a musical 
genius—taught at St. Andrew’s 
for nearly four decades, and 
James gave a eulogy at his 
funeral when he passed in 2015. 
In a 2015 Delaware Cape-
Gazette article, James credited 
Walker with introducing him to 
music theory and composition. 
“He taught me so much about 
music,” James is quoted as 
saying. “He was my lifelong 
mentor and friend—just an 
all-around wonderful guy, and I 
miss him greatly.”

“It looked to me,” James 
concluded after his visit, “that 
St. Andrew’s is in very good 
hands. It seems like the School is 
better than ever.” 

Fun SAS facts about Doug
Doug won the 1969 Band Prize at his graduation, captained 
the baseball team, and played quarterback on the School’s first 
undefeated football team. His senior yearbook quote reads, “There is 
no truer truth obtainable by man than comes of music.”

BY ELIZA MACLEAN

Remarks from Tad Roach
It is an honor to welcome Doug James back to 
St. Andrew’s.

A graduate of the Class of 1969, Doug attended 
the School at a time of remarkable historical 
turmoil, change, and progress. His generation 
witnessed the heroism of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and the civil rights movement, as well as his 
tragic death in April 1968. His class balanced 
protests against the Vietnam War and the reality 
of the draft. 1968 included the assassination of 
Robert Kennedy and the chaos of the Democratic 
Convention in Chicago. In the midst of this time 
of social and moral upheaval, the music industry 
began to represent the counterculture movement 
of the country, culminating with Woodstock in 
1969 and leading to the revolution in music we 
still witness today.

Doug James was destined for an incredible 
career in music, but he began as a highly respected 
leader within the School. He was a great athlete 
and musician; he took care of 8th grade boys as a 
residential leader.

After graduation from St.  Andrew’s, Doug 
attended Swarthmore College as a recipient of 
the McCabe Delmarva Achievement Award. At 
Swarthmore, Doug was an All East football and 
baseball player.

Of course, we at St. Andrew’s today celebrate 
his incredible career as a singer, songwriter, 
producer, and arranger. During his distinguished 
career, Doug’s compositions have been recorded 
by such artists as Dionne Warwick, Laura 
Branigan, Barry Manilow, Joe Cocker, Irene Cara, 
The Spinners, The Weathergirls, Gary Morris, Eric 
Carmen, Cheryl Lynn, Chuck Jackson, Ronnie 
Dyson, Odyssey, and many others.

His song, “How Am I Supposed To Live 
Without You,” written with Michael Bolton, sung 
by Laura Branigan and then by Bolton himself 
earned incredible recognition and popularity., 
and topped Billboard 100 charts It has passed 
the 4 million performance mark. His work was 
influenced by artists like James Taylor, Elton John, 
and Don Fogelberg.

 Doug James stands with a remarkable number 
of St.  Andrew’s artists who have developed 
successful careers in the music industry: among 
them, Loudon Wainwright, Bob Amos, Michael 
Whalen, Peter Sallett, Peter Brownlee, and most 
recently Joshua Speers and Maggie Rogers.

The line from Wainwright to Doug James to 
Maggie Rogers seems amazing over these 50 years. 
St. Andreans pursue lives of creativity, inspiration, 
and beauty. They create harmony, coherence, 
hope, and love. Please welcome Doug James.

oug James ’69 returned to St. Andrew’s on February 8 to give a 

Friday night concert for students in Engelhard Hall. 
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A CANDID CONVERSATION  
ON ATHLETICS AND REPRESENTATION  

WITH CYCLIST AYESHA MCGOWAN

Expect More 

Demand More

Achieve More
Expect More 

Demand More
Achieve More

In mid-January, St. Andrew’s welcomed cyclist Ayesha McGowan 

for a keynote talk and a Saturday morning workshop with students. 

“Ms. McGowan has the audacious mission of becoming the first 

ever African-American female professional road cyclist,” said 

Associate Dean of Faculty Giselle Furlonge, who coordinated her 

visit with St.  Andrew’s photography teacher (and cyclist) Joshua 

Meier. “A trained violinist with a degree from the Berklee College of 

Music, Ayesha McGowan embodies the drive and the multiplicity 

of talent that characterizes so many of our own students.” 

Three of those students—Bwembya Tembo ’20, Elise Hogan ’19, 

and Luke Barnes ’21—had the chance to sit down with McGowan 

at the end of her visit for a candid discussion about everything from 

cycling to confidence to code-switching.
LUKE BARNES ’21

BWEMBYA TEMBO
 ’20

AYESHA MCGOWAN

ELISE HOGAN ’19
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E L I S E : 
B e f o r e 

we start our 
questions, could 

you give us a 
30-second spiel about 

your background—who 
you are, and what your 

personal mission is?

AYESHA: My name is Ayesha 
Rozina Anna McGowan. I am on 

a mission to become the first ever 
African-American professional road 
cyclist, as a part of a larger mission to 
create more positive representations 
for people of color in cycling and 
to encourage people of color, and 
specifically black women, to get into 
cycling. 

BWEMBYA: Can we start with a 
question that’s a little less “serious”? 
So when I first saw you, the first thing 
I noticed about you was your hair. I 
was wondering if you could share 
your hair routine, for any girls who 
might have been wondering the same 
thing. 

AYESHA: Oh, “routine”! You’re so 
kind.

BWEMBYA: [laughing] If there is a 
routine…

AYESHA: I’m very fortunate that my 
hair does what it does. I think, when I 
was your age, I didn’t appreciate that, 
and I didn’t know what do with my 
hair, and I put all kinds of chemicals 
and stuff in it. I looked a mess. And 
then, somewhere in my 20s, I figured 
out that my hair does pretty cool 
things on its own. I’ve just started 
letting it do that, and it’s working out 
for me. 

LUKE: So, we know you went to 
Berklee College of Music… what 
made you get move away from music 
and get into cycling?

AYESHA: I had a shoulder injury in 
my final year in college, and playing 
the violin was not super fun anymore. 
It really hurt my back a lot. But I 
wouldn’t say that I switched directly 
from music to cycling—it was more 
than I started cycling, and it sort 
of took over. When I left college to 
move to Brooklyn, I was working as 
a preschool music teacher and I really 
loved my job. I was able to teach violin 
and piano to preschool students, and I 
would create these little musicals and 
plays for the students. It was pretty 
much a dream job, because I could do 
whatever I wanted with music, and 
teach kids. But I’d been commuting 
[by bike] and was becoming involved 
in the cycling community. So I stepped 
away to do this bike thing when I 
became competitive and decided I 
wanted to go professional. I was still 
teaching when that happened. And 
becoming a professional athlete on 
its own is a lot of work, but to add 
the whole advocacy side of things 
is an entire second job. It is a full 
commitment. It doesn’t leave a lot 
of room for a whole lot else. But the 
longer I do this, every year I become 
more and more dedicated and dive in 
a little bit deeper. 

ELISE: If you had to quantify your drive 
to reach this goal of becoming the first 
African-American female pro cyclist, 
what percent would you say you are 
doing this because it’s personal and 
you simply want to do this, and what 
percent would you say you are doing 
this because you want to further the 
representation of women of color in 
pro cycling?

AYESHA: The pro cycling goal is 
100 percent me. I’m doing that 100 
percent for myself. But I’m using it as 
a tool for the mission of creating more 
representation [of women of color], 
and that goal is predominantly for 
others. 

ELISE: You’re doing it for you. It just 
so happens to be doing a lot for other 
people as well. 

AYESHA: Exactly.

LUKE: Last night you were talking 
about how female cyclists just started 
getting paid for being cyclists— 

AYESHA: Actually, I don’t know if 
that has started yet. I think that’s 
happening in 2020. 

LUKE: I just thought that was really 
crazy. I know a pro bike is extremely 
expensive. Since you’re not a team 
yet, how difficult is it [financially] to 
compete in these races?

AYESHA: I am extremely fortunate in 
that I’ve managed to secure a couple 
of sponsorships. I don’t have to buy 
my bikes and my equipment; I have 

/  EXPECT MORE, DEMAND MORE, ACHIEVE MORE
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sponsorships for that, otherwise I 
don’t know that I would have been 
able to do all the things that I’ve 
done. I did purchase my first race 
bike, and I bought it used. It was in 
the basement of the shop, and it was a 
couple of years old, so I got it a little 
bit cheaper, but even then, I think 

I paid over $2,000 for it. It was the 
most expensive thing I’d ever bought 
in my whole life. The idea of trying 
to accomplish something like this 
without support, even a little bit of 
support, is terrifying. It’s definitely a 
barrier for a lot of people. 

Not only were professional women 
cyclists not getting paid—our races 
were generally shorter than the men’s 
races. Cycling is now pushing to make 
these two things right, but there’s 

still no [media] coverage of women’s 
cycling. The argument is that no one 
cares about women’s cycling. But if 
there is no coverage, how do people 
have the access to even begin to care? 
While you’re giving the men and the 
women the same money and the same 
race length, if you’re not going to give 

women that coverage, then that’s not 
real equality.

BWEMBYA: Can you talk a little bit 
about the difference between equity 
and equality? If you could define 
“equity” in your own words, what 
would that definition be?

AYESHA: Basically, equity is giving 
people the resources they need to 
succeed, or that they need to get to 
a certain level of playing field, and 

equality is giving everyone the same 
exact thing, regardless of where they 
started. For me, equality is the goal—
everyone having the same thing and 
that being enough. Until then, you’re 
going to have to balance it out by 
allocating more resources to people 
who need them, to make up for what 
they couldn’t have to begin with. 

BWEMBYA: This is a little bit off-
topic, but what do you think the most 
overrated virtue is?

AYESHA: I don’t know if any of them 
are overrated. 

BWEMBYA: Underrated, maybe?

AYESHA: Maybe humility. It’s a hard 
balance, humility versus confidence. 
Women are taught to be humble 
and meek and mild. Confidence is 
not really understood [in a woman]. 
I’m always trying to figure out what 
that line is between, “Oh, you’re just 
being proud and boastful,” when you 
should be humble, versus, “You’re just 
a confident person.” I’m always trying 
to find my own confidence. I don’t 
think that I have ever been consistently 
confident, but I do feel empowered.

BWEMBYA: Yesterday in your talk, you 
mentioned that one of your greatest 
strengths was stubbornness. That 
really resonated with me. Can you 
expand a little more on that idea?

AYESHA: For me, even if I don’t have 
all the pieces yet, or I don’t fully 
know what’s going on, my drive and 
my desire to do something is pretty 
unwavering because I’m so stubborn. 
For example, I did a race called the 
Dirty Kanza 200. It’s 206 miles of 
gravel road in the middle of Kansas 
and it’s incredibly challenging. I knew 
that it was way out of my comfort 
zone, way out of what I was normally 
capable of, but I’m so stubborn that I 
was going to push past that. And I did, 
and I finished, and it was just as hard 
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if not harder than I thought it would 
be.  I did not have fun, but I was so 
stubborn that I refused not to finish. 
That’s why I see stubbornness as a 
strength—because it gets me through 
the things that I shouldn’t necessarily 
be able to get through. 

ELISE: I love that. I was filling out a 
college application, and one of the 
questions was: “What’s your greatest 
weakness?” and I put that I was 
too stubborn. As women of color, 
we’re made to feel that if you are 
really headstrong or super-invested 
in something, you’re supposed to be 
more flexible. That goes back to what 
you were saying about humility.

BWEMBYA: In our workshop this 
morning, I asked you about combating 
bad representation, and you said, “Go 
out there and be yourself 100 percent 
of the time.” In light of that statement, 

how do you view code-switching? If 
you’re doing that, are you still being 
true to yourself? Do you feel like it’s 
necessary for the advancement of 
black people that they code-switch?

AYESHA: I think it’s necessary for black 
people to code-switch to survive. For 
our generation, it is a part of who we 
are, and so I think it’s not inauthentic. 
We do lead double lives in a lot of 
ways where, while you can be one way 
around your friends and family, and 
then also have an attitude that more 
people will find acceptable, that is 
more pleasing to the social construct. 
It is super-frustrating but very real, 
and necessary for survival for a lot of 
folks. 

ELISE: On the topic of representation, 
I don’t know if you noticed, but we 
have a big mural in the Dining Hall, 
and the subjects are all white men. 

And all these 
pictures in the 

library that we’re 
in right now are of 

white men.  St. Andrew’s 
used to be an all-white, all-

men’s school. Those are our 
roots, but now we have grown. 

For the past few years, we’ve 
had this initiative called the Mural 

Project, where we’re trying to create a 
mural, not to replace the mural in the 
Dining Hall, but in addition to that, 
and that represents more of what our 
student body looks like today. But it 
hasn’t been going in the direction that 
we’ve wanted, as quickly as we’ve 
wanted. I was wondering if you had 
any tips for what we can do at our 
school to help this movement of better 
representation.

AYESHA: I think you should be 
stubborn and just keep pushing for 
more. The Mural Project sounds like 
a great idea. I see plenty of space on 
these walls in the library! Start where 
you are and start creating content 
now. Be stubborn and push for the 
things that you deserve—not even the 
things that you desire, but the things 
you deserve. 

BWEMBYA: I noticed a phrase you said 
a few times in your talk last night—
“Expect more, demand more, achieve 
more.” Where does this phrase come 
from and why do you identify with it?

AYESHA: I think those three things 
are really good general guidelines 
to live by, especially when it comes 
to representation. They’re a way 
of holding yourself and others 
accountable. The idea is that you 
expect more out of yourself and 
everyone around you; then you 
demand, to some extent, that your 
expectations be met; and then you 
achieve the things that you’d like 

The thing with social media is that people 
are trying to connect with somebody, 

anybody. But you have people right here 
[at St. Andrew’s]  to connect with, and 

I think you should take advantage of that.

The thing with social media is that people 
are trying to connect with somebody, 

anybody. But you have people right here 
[at St. Andrew’s]  to connect with, and 

I think you should take advantage of that.
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to see in the world, you create those 
things, you produce those things. 

ELISE: How do you feel that being a 
really dedicated athlete has changed 
your outlook on other aspects of your 
life?

AYESHA: I’m always learning about 
time management. I think the thing 
that I’m trying to get a grasp of right 
now is priorities. Biking and advocacy 
kind of consumed my... everything, 
and seriously affected my relationships 
with other people in my life. So I’m 
trying to figure out how to create 
some sort of balance to make time for 
the people that I love and care about. 
I’m at the age where all of my friends 
are getting married, and so sometimes, 
I’ll have bike-racing friends who 
ask, “Are you coming to this race?” 
and I have to say, “No, I’m going to 
a wedding.” The idea that that is a 
decision that I have to make, makes 
me a little sad. It’s a wedding, it’s one 
of my oldest friends—this shouldn’t 
be something that I need to think 
about. But, it sort of is, because I’m so 
dedicated to my goal and my mission. 
If it’s a super-important race, and I 
miss it, that might mean something. 
But, there’s tons of races. Not tons of 
weddings—if they do it right! So go to 
the wedding. 

LUKE: I know that social media is a big 
part of how you get your message out 
to the world, but you also mentioned 
in your talk last night about some of 
the negative aspects of social media 
as well. Since we are on the subject 
of time management—how do you 
balance both sides of that to get the 
most out of social media, and make 
sure you’re as productive as possible?

AYESHA: I don’t. I’m really bad at it, 
to be honest with you. But I try my 
best. As far as wasting time on social 
media—that, I’m still working on. 

I have all kinds of Facebook timers 
and gadgets and doodads to help with 
that. But getting rid of the negative 
stuff, I’ve been pretty good about. In 
recent years I’ve been paying attention 
to the content I’m consuming—what 
I’m reading and watching and who 
I’m following on social media, and 
making sure those things are actually 
feeding my purpose and feeding my 
drive. If I come across a thing on 
my feed that’s making me angry for 
whatever reason, I don’t have to look 
at that. I don’t have to follow that. I 
don’t have to keep dealing with that. 
I can look at things that are actually 
going to make me a better person or 
push me toward the stuff that I want 
to achieve. That’s not to say that you 
should only surround yourself with 
things that are pleasing, that don’t 
challenge you. But challenge can be 
negative and not a growth thing—it 
can be a tearing-down thing. So I try 
to make sure that my challenges are 
things that will help me grow, and 
not just things that are making me 
constantly beat myself up. 

I’m really inspired by people my 
own age. There are a ton of people 
out there right now that are doing 
really amazing things and having a lot 
of success just being themselves. Like 
Issa Ray—she’s built a whole empire 
on being an awkward black girl. I’ve 
been following her since she started 
her YouTube channel in college. It’s 
really cool to see representation of 
somebody doing something different 
and being themselves and succeeding in 
that. So I’m just paying more attention 
to that type of thing and making sure 
the content I’m consuming feeds the 
purpose that I’m trying to achieve.

ELISE: This is very particular to the 
St. Andrew’s community, but we have 
this rule here that we’re not allowed 
to bring our phones off dorm, because 

they are considered detrimental to our 
community. Because of that, I feel like 
we use social media a lot less than the 
average high school—

AYESHA: That’s a good thing.

ELISE: —I was wondering what you 
thought of that!

AYESHA: [laughing] It’s a very good 
thing. They’re doing you a favor. 

ELISE: It seems like we’re much more 
connected with each other here, 
because of that rule, but now you’re 
talking about all the positive aspects 
of social media and representation, 
and so—you still feel like this cell 
phone rule is a good thing for our 
community?

AYESHA: Right now you guys are in 
high school. This is your world, and 
that’s great, and you want to take 
advantage of this opportunity, because 
it is very unique. I don’t think there’s 
anything wrong with not trying to 
see what’s happening everywhere 
else, when you’ve got so much that 
can happen right here, and so many 
people to engage with. The thing with 
social media is that people are trying 
to connect with somebody, anybody. 
But you have people right here to 
connect with, and I think you should 
take advantage of that. Leave your 
phone in your room.

ELISE: Great advice. 

BWEMBYA: I should leave 
my phone in my room 
more often. 
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BioEngineering
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St. Andrew’s new academic schedule, which prioritizes 
deep learning through longer class periods,  has also 
allowed academic departments to offer semester-

long elective courses. In the Science Department, the 
new schedule enables V and VI Form students to apply 
their foundational science coursework to Advanced 
Study electives; this year’s offerings include Anatomy & 
Physiology, Astronomy, Engineering, and Bioengineering. 
These half-year electives are designed to give students the 
opportunity to tackle challenging topics in “bite-sized 
chunks.”

In Bioengineering, students delve into biology, 
engineering, and architecture by studying solutions to 
design problems that have evolved in the natural world, 
and implement these “natural solutions” into their own 
designs. Math Department Chair Harvey Johnson teaches 
the course, which he began developing two years ago, 
using a curriculum map loosely based on a course taught 
at University of California, Berkeley. Six students took the 
course this fall, and 15 students are currently enrolled in 
the course this spring. 

“The goal of the course is to involve students in an 
interdisciplinary vision of biology, engineering, and 
architecture by studying the structures and functions of 
animals and plants in their environment,” Dr. Johnson 
explained. “It’s not just to have students develop new 
skill sets, but for students to be able to visualize different 
disciplines—engineering, biology, architecture—in totally 
new ways.”

by Eliza MacLean
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Griffin Batson ’20 credits the course 
with giving him a new lens to observe 
the world. “I can see how ideas from 
nature can be implemented into man-
made designs,” Griffin says, echoing 
Dr. Johnson’s hope for his students: 
that they will come to see themselves as 
“collaborators with nature.”

To that end, Bioengineering students 
are as likely to be found roaming around 
campus as they are to be found in the 
bio lab. Johnson’s method of teaching 
ask students to use the outdoors to 
grapple with mathematical concepts 
and engineering principles. For example, 
the first assignment of the course is 
to pick and examine blades of grass. 
Johnson asked students to consider what 
challenges grass faces as it grows, and to 
discover how it has structurally adapted 
to survive. Then, using what they have 
learned from grass about curvature and 
structure, students break into teams and 
compete competing to create a structure, 
using only a single piece of paper and a 
pair of scissors,  that support as much 
weight as possible. 

“What survival problem does grass 
use curvature to solve?” reads the project 
prompt. “How does nature manage 
flatness? Quite a few biological surfaces 
get stiffness with just a little bit curvature, 

and a blade of grass represents a solution 
to multitude of survival problems.”

Another project asked students to 
examples of fractals in nature. “Highly 
complex, self-sustaining structures—
whether cells, organisms, ecosystems, 
cities, or corporations—require the 
close integration of enormous numbers 
of their constituent units, all of which 
need efficient servicing,” explained Dr. 
Johnson. “This has been accomplished 
in living systems by evolving fractal-
like hierarchical branching network 
systems, presumably optimized by 
the continuous ‘competitive’ feedback 
mechanisms implicit in natural selection.” 
To develop an understanding of the 
applicability of fractals, the class 
explored the connections between 
particular mathematical equations and 
structures found in fir tree 
branches and deciduous 
leaves, and the fractal 
dimensions of the 
respiratory and 
skeletal systems 
in mice versus 
giraffes. “Once students have 
a better appreciation for dimension, as 
a mathematical concept, they are able to 
‘scale up’ a mouse to make 
a giraffe,” Dr. Johnson 
continued.

“One of my greatest 
takeaways from 

Bioengineering was 
building confidence in 
my presentation skills, 
and learning how to 
combine science and 

marketing to sell 
an idea.”

/  COLLABORATING WITH NATURE
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The integration of mathematics and design 
culminates in a final “bio-inspired” project that 
allow students to explore individual interests 
within engineering. Each student spends the 
final few weeks of the course researching and 
engineering designs that target an unsolved 
problem. In the fall semester, student final projects 
included a human echolocation device for the 
blind (Griffin Batson ’20), the use of stem cells for 
patient-specific monoclonal antibody treatment 
for breast cancer (Katerina Kourpas ’20), a 
hyperbolic spring based on the claw mechanism 
of the mantis shrimp (Jeffrey Roh ’20), and a 
functional artificial bladder created via tissue 
engineering (Alex Qian ’19). 

As students work on final projects, they 
also learn how to strike a balance between the 
science behind their ideas and the art of selling 
their designs. Their ultimate task is to present 
their project at a “conference” (seen at right) and 
convince their peers and faculty—who pose as 
venture capitalists—to back projects with faux 
“seed money.” Dr. Johnson notes that for many 
students, these final presentations mark their first 
time pitching scientific designs in an academic 
conference setting. “One of my greatest takeaways 
from Bioengineering was building confidence 
in my presentation skills, and learning how to 
combine science and marketing to sell an idea,” 
said Katerina Kourpas ’20. 

Griffin Batson ’20 embraced this 
entrepreneurship component of Bioengineering 
in his final project as well. His product, “Locate,” 
is an echolocation device that assists blind 
people in navigating their surroundings using 
the communication strategies of dolphins and 
whales. At the outset of the project, Batson 
identified of problems associated with current 
echolocation technology, and the earpieces he 
designed offer a streamlined alternative to the 
bulky equipment and insufficient transmission 
of information characteristic of devices on the 
market. They facilitate seamless integration into 
society, a primary reason people with vision-

impairment turn 
to echolocation. 
By transmitting 
sound at a 
frequency 

humans and 
animals are unable to 

detect, Locate also holds promise 
as a supplement to night vision 
tools used by the military. 
Whether or not Batson further 

develops Locate, he says he is happily surprised 
by the interest his project generated, and the 
conversations he continues to have with members 
of the community about echolocation and 
emerging technologies.    

For all its students, the course provides 
opportunities to build their real-world engineering 
experience, and perhaps gain insight into what 
project, fields, and careers they might want to 
pursue in the future. Charlotte Oxnam ’19, who 
is currently taking the course, appreciates how 
the hands-on, trial-and-error group work mimics 
the creation process students might encounter 
working in the field. With encouragement 
from Dr. Johnson, she spent last summer at a 
Stanford University 
engineering 
program. The 
experience furthered 
her interest 
in the field of 
nanomaterials and 
how they can be 
applied to medical 
challenges, and she 
is now considering 
pursuing a bio-
medical-engineering 
degree in college. 
(She also gave a 
presentation on 
nanomaterials to 
the entire School 
during our first 
annual “Science 
Lecture Night”; 
see page 19 for 
more.) Kourpas, 
who hopes go into medicine, worked alongside a 
biomedical engineer at the University of Delaware 
last summer, conducting research on the role of the 
lymphatic system in HIV treatment. She applied 
her knowledge of drug therapies to her final 
Bioengineering project in the fall, which proposed 
the use of stem cells to develop patient-specific 
HR2-positive breast cancer treatment.

“Bioengineering students practice taking a 
novel view of nature—the view that evolution 
through natural selection is an engine of 
innovation,” said Dr Johnson. “From the smallest 
viruses to the largest organisms on earth, all are 
problem solvers. It is the view of bioengineers 
that there are many hidden solutions left to find. 
Our work is to become better collaborators with 
nature.” 

NATURAL SOLUTIONS TO DESIGN PROBLEMS  /
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WHEN 

IN

ROME

Thinking with Wonder:

Saints Explore Sites of Ancient History
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FEBRUARY 28

We had a very smooth flight into 
Frankfurt and then Naples, and this 
afternoon, with perfect weather conditions, we 
visited Cumae. The students marveled at the 
natural beauty of this sanctuary site, and we 
talked about various mythological figures who are 
attached to this ancient place: Aeneas, the hero 
of Vergil’s Aeneid; divine Apollo and his twin 
sister Artemis; and the master builder, Daedalus. 
A friendly dog followed us around while we 
walked the site, as well as various skink-like 
lizards whom the students enjoyed pointing out… 
We just finished a hearty meal at our hotel, and 
we are all ready for bed. In the morning we will 
hike Mt. Vesuvius and travel to Herculaneum, 
one of the towns buried by the eruption in 79 
AD. 

MARCH 1

We had a great day of exploration and wonder. In 
the morning we visited Villa San Marco at Stabiae, 
on the south side of the Bay of Naples. This 
large and beautiful mansion was built during the 
Augustan era (c. 27 BC-14 AD), and its opulence was 
truly impressive. We then drove to Mt. Vesuvius and 
climbed to the summit (elevation around 4,000 feet). 
It was a thrilling experience for all, and while on 
site, we had the opportunity to read from an ancient 
letter describing the eruption of 79 AD. After lunch 
we toured the ancient city of Herculaneum, so well-
preserved because it was buried by lava. 

Tomorrow we visit Pompeii and the National 
Archaeological Museum of Naples, a world-class 
museum that holds much of what was found at 
Pompeii and Herculaneum. Hopefully we sleep well 
from all of the walking, climbing, and talking. 

Students and faculty traveled to Italy 
over Spring Break, where they explored 
sites of ancient history throughout 
the country. Trip leader and classics 
teacher Phil Walsh wrote the following 
diary of the group’s experiences for 
parents and faculty while they traveled.
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MARCH 2

Today was a full day of learning, 
walking, and eating. We spent the morning 
exploring the excavations of Pompeii. Among the 
highlights were experiencing the ancient theater 
and lingering in the Villa of the Mysteries, with 
its enigmatic “frieze” of frescos depicting the 
rituals of the god Dionysus. After a big lunch 
near Pompeii, which included a delicious dessert 
called sfogliatella, we drove to the National 
Archaeological Museum of Naples (MANN), 
which holds many of the artifacts found at 
Pompeii and Herculaneum. Finally, on the way 
back from dinner, we had our first taste of gelato! 

Tomorrow we are taking a boat to visit the 
island of Capri. The weather should be ideal 
(around 65 degrees), and we’ll stay quite busy.  

MARCH 3

We’ve been doing a lot of hiking, but 
today may have been a record. My phone 
estimates that we walked 10.5 miles or 24,132 
steps! Almost all of that exercise occurred on the 
gorgeous island of Capri, about a 30-minute boat 
ride from the port city of Sorrento. We arrived in 
the mid-morning, bussed from the marina to the 
town center, and hiked to the Villa Iovis [Villa of 
Jove], where the Roman emperor Tiberius lived 
for over ten years. Along the way we stopped at 
Astarita Park, where all of us marveled at the quiet 
sublimity of the steep cliffs and azure water. In the 
afternoon we hiked down to Arco Naturale, a huge 
Paleolithic limestone formation, and to the Grotta 
of Matromania [the Cave of the Great Mother]. We 
ended the day in Anacapri, where we explored Villa 
San Michele, a beautiful house built by the Swedish 
doctor, Axel Munthe. 

Tomorrow we drive to Rome, where we will visit 
the Colosseum and the Basilica of Saint Clement. It 
is also Piper’s 16th birthday! 
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MARCH 4

This morning we left the bay of Naples and arrived 
in Rome. After checking in to the hotel, we 
walked down to the Colosseum and explored this 
impressive Roman amphitheater. After refueling at a 
comfortable cafe (the coffee, hot chocolate, and fruit 
smoothies hit the spot!), we toured our first church, 
the Basilica of Saint Clement. The students then 
had some free time to wander before dinner, which 
allowed us some time to buy a chocolate-hazelnut 
cake and cannoli to celebrate Piper’s 16th birthday. 

Tomorrow we’ll spend the day getting to know 
the city of Rome. Sites on the agenda include the 
Palatine Hill, the Roman Forum, the Pantheon, and 
the Piazza Navona.

MARCH 5

It was another day of 25,000 steps! We made our 
way all around Rome, starting in the morning at 
the Palatine Hill and Roman Forum. After lunch 
we toured to Largo di Torre Argentina, where Julius 
Caesar was killed in 44 BC; the Campo di Fiore, 
with its bustling daily market; the Piazza Navona, 
famous for its grand fountain with obelisk; the 
iconic Pantheon; and the Ara Pacis [the Altar of 
Peace], a monument in honor of the emperor 
Augustus. The phrase of the day was “civic identity”: 
how ancient Rome understood itself through myth, 
ritual, and history; and how it articulated this vision 
on its triumphal arches, temples, and public spaces. 
We had some great conversations inspired by what 
we saw and what we read… In addition, we had the 
pleasure of meeting up with SAS sophomores Izzy 
Nielsen ’21 and Nia Cross ’21, who happened to be 
around the Pantheon when we were! 

Tomorrow we visit another one of Rome’s seven 
hills: the Capitoline, with its famous museums. We 
will also walk around the Forum Boarium, Tiber 
Island, and Trastevere (Rome’s version of Brooklyn).
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MARCH 6

The English word, “museum,” derives from the Greek noun 
μουσεῖον, a place holy to the Muses. These μουσεῖα can be 
schools of music, libraries, institutes of philosophy—in other 
words, places where we can “think with wonder.” That phrase, 
which I borrow from Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, is how 
I would describe our Wednesday in Rome. We began at Villa 
Farnesina, a remarkable Renaissance villa full of beautiful 
mythological paintings. We then walked to the Capitoline 
Hill, where we explored the Capitoline Museums, home to 
so many world-famous pieces of art. After lunch in the Jewish 
Ghetto, we toured the Great Synagogue of Rome and learned 
about Jewish communities in the ancient and modern city. We 
ended the day by doing laundry and eating delicious pizza in 
Trastevere.

We are very much looking forward to tomorrow’s agenda: 
the ancient Baths of Caracalla, the Keats-Shelley House, 
the Villa Borghese (Rome’s Central Park), and the Galleria 
Borghese (a most spectacular museum). We’ll also see the 
Trevi Fountain at night—always a special and memorable 
experience. 

SAINTS EXPLORE SITES OF ANCIENT HISTORY  /
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MARCH 8

As the ancient Greek philosopher, Diogenes, 
once wrote, “Give up philosophy because 
I’m an old man? It’s at the end of the race 
that you break into a burst of speed.” This 
idea fits the narrative of our trip. We walked 
at least 32,000 steps today, more than any 
other day thus far, and we thought big 
thoughts as we toured St. Peter’s Basilica and 
the Vatican Museums. I was thinking about 
Diogenes because he lounges on the stairs 
below Aristotle in Raphael’s masterpiece, 
The School of Athens. We saw this painting 
near the end of the day, and we were very 
fortunate to have the room essentially to 
ourselves. (Typically, it is overstuffed with 
visitors and quite noisy.) The Vatican 
Museums are spectacular, but we also had 
the opportunity to climb the 551 stairs to 
the top of St. Peter’s Basilica. We enjoyed 
the view looking down at the nave of the 
church, as well as the views of Rome and 
Vatican City on the outside. 

Tomorrow is our last full day in Italy, 
and we will visit Hadrian’s Villa in modern 
Tivoli (about an hour outside of Rome). It 
should be a relaxing and fun-filled day, and 
I hope the students will begin to reflect on 
their experiences abroad. 

MARCH 7

At the risk of sounding 
repetitive, it was another 
amazing day of walking, talking, 
and learning. We started at the 
Aventine Hill, on the way to 
the Baths of Caracalla, a huge 
public bathing complex that 
dates from the 3rd century AD. 
We then had the opportunity 
to visit the Non-Catholic 
Cemetery, where the Romantic 
poet John Keats is buried, and where we studied two poems: Wordsworth’s 
“The World is Too Much with Us” and Oscar Wilde’s “The Grave of 
Keats.” After eating delicious panini from a well-known salumeria, we 
took the metro to the Spanish Steps and visited the Keats-Shelley House. 
From there we walked through the Villa Borghese to the Galleria Borghese; 
all of us, I think, were stunned by the beautiful paintings and sculptures 
found in this museum. From Bernini’s Daphne and Apollo to the Caravaggio 
Room, we experienced both awe and inspiration.

Tomorrow we will explore Vatican City: first touring St. Peter’s Basilica 
and then the Vatican Museums. We anticipate—wait for it—an amazing day!

/  WHEN IN ROME:  THINKING WITH WONDER
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MARCH 9

We spent a gorgeous day in the resort 
town of Tivoli, where the emperor 
Hadrian built a massive villa in the 2nd 
century AD. We walked around the 
remains and enjoyed the warm sun, and 
in the afternoon we toured the sublime 
Villa d’Este, known for its verdant gardens 
and grand fountains. Once we returned 
to Rome, we had a final meal downtown; 
visited the Trevi Fountain, Pantheon, and 
Piazza Navona; ate gelato one last time; 
and walked back to the hotel.

We will depart from Rome tomorrow 
morning at 9:50 a.m., transfer at 
Frankfurt, and arrive in Philadelphia 
around 5:10 p.m. We look forward to 
coming home, but Rome will always have 
a special place in our hearts.
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Lady Lamps
A Fake Flies

 A CONVERSATION WITH KATIE STOUT ’07
by Eden Rickolt ’16

Photo Courtesy of Nina Johnson Gallery
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Furniture designer Katie Stout ’07 has been wowing 
the design world ever since she won the first season of 
Ellen’s Design Challenge, a competitive reality series 
hosted by Ellen Degeneres, in 2015. More recently, 
Stout has showed her work in a solo show at the 
Nina Johnson Gallery in Miami, FL; the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Santa Barbara; the DesignMiami/ 
art fair; and at galleries around the world. She is 
represented by R & Company in New York, NY and 
Nina Johnson Gallery in Miami. Katie sat down with 
fellow Saint Eden Rickolt ’16 to chat about her 
adventures in design—which included making a cow 
udder table—her current creative focus, and her time 
at St. Andrew’s.
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Eden: How did you first become interested in art 
and design? 

Katie: My mom was really creative and had 
gone to RISD [the Rhode Island School of Design], 
which is where I went. She majored in photography, 
and when I was in middle school, she became a 
photo teacher at a high school nearby. She always 
encouraged creativity and making things. For 
example, I had an American Girl doll, Kirsten, who 
I loved, and there were all those accessories that 
you could buy, so I would get the catalog and circle 
everything. I’d be like, “Mom, I want all of this.” 
And she was like, “No, sew it yourself!” So, I would 
sew clothes for Kirsten. I think that resourcefulness 
was very influential. I was also always sort of 
obsessed with interior spaces, and homes, and the 
concept of homes. It made sense to start in furniture 
design, which is what I majored in at RISD. It was 
the natural choice because it was a confluence of all 
these things that interested me.

Eden: When you went into furniture design, is this 
how you envisioned your career unfolding? Did 
you think that you would be making what you are 
now, or did you have other expectations for your 
work? 

Katie: I'm not sure what I expected. I was so 
emotional when I was making those decisions —I 
don’t remember any part as being rational, because 
my freshman year [at RISD], my mom had just 
died, and my brother and I had to sell the house we 
grew up in, so I had such a hard time. Even though 
I just said that [my major] made sense, I really had 
a hard time deciding what to major in because of 
what was happening in my life. Only in retrospect 
can I say, “Oh, yeah, that makes sense.” At the time 
everything was a blur. 

But I think furniture was, for me, this in-between 
of art and design. When we did our first project, 
which was to make a table, I quickly realized how 

Photo by Joe Kramm, courtesy of R & Company

/  LADY LAMPS & FAKE FLIES
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different I was from the rest of my class. I made a 
cow udder table. Everyone else made these Danish 
Modern pleasantries and mine had fake flies glued 
to it.

Eden: Fake flies?

Katie: Yeah. It was this udder that was squirting 
out milk which made a puddle that was the 
base. The milk and the udders were the legs. It’s 
funny, harking back to those pieces—so much has 
changed, but really, so little has. I still find myself 
attracted to the same imagery. 

Eden: I remember I first heard about you when 
you when you were on Ellen’s Design Challenge. 
Can you share what that experience was like?

Katie: Oh, my favorite topic! It definitely adds to 
the absurd narrative of my career. I had so much fun 
on the show. I applied with my friend and pitched 
a narrative like, “We’re both going to get on and 
beat everyone. Then we’re going to stab each other 
in the back for great reality TV.” The producers 
were like, “No.” Somehow I kept getting pushed 
along through the process. I made it onto the show 
and then found out Ellen was hosting it and it was 
going to be on HGTV. I was like, “Whoa, cool.” 
But I thought, “HGTV—there’s no way that that 
audience will want a 25-year-old from Brooklyn 
winning.” Knowing that it would be impossible for 
me to win freed me from any anxiety. I could just 
have fun. I relished all of those surreal moments 
of being filmed on a reality TV show. I remember 
thinking that it was the best that I didn’t have to 
pay for any of the material, or for this amazing 
carpenter to help me make the work. 

Then I made it to the finale and got second place. 
Four months later the producers called and had me 
come to L.A. They said it was for an “exciting press 
opportunity.” When they pushed me out onto set, 
I thought I was being punked. Then Ellen walked 
out and asked, “Why do you think you’re here?” I 
said, “For an exciting press opportunity.” She said, 
“You actually won the show.” I was like, “What? 
Is this a joke?” Ellen explained that it turned out 
that Tim, who had originally won, had cheated and 
plagiarized his final piece. It was so weird. I was 
obviously so happy because I got $100,000. I have 
to thank that moment for so much—without the 
money I would not have had the time to focus on 
making work. It bought me time, which is what I 
needed.

Eden: So do you think your work on the show led 
into the work you pursued afterwards?

Katie: I feel like the stuff I did on the show was 
sort of isolated. They were really good exercises, 

but it’s hard for me to consider it as my actual work 
because each episode was a challenge, and we had 
so many restraints. However, it was so fun to figure 
things out and use a CNC machine [a machine that 
transforms a raw material such as wood or plastic 
into a finished design using digital instructions, 
similar to a 3D printer]. It was amazing to make 
things at that scale. I hadn’t been making big pieces 
of furniture until then; [up to that point] it was just 
me and I didn’t have the tools. I’d get to my studio 
with a jigsaw and a sander and be like, “What can 
I make with these?” Then on the show I had a shop 
with every possible tool. That was so magical.

Eden: How would you describe the work that 
you’re doing now, and does that description change 
a lot?

Katie: That’s a great question, because that’s 
something I struggle with. It’s no fun once you 
define the work—once you give it a name, then it 
feels like it’s time to move to a different thing. Right 
now, I’m in a transitional phase, and I’m exploring 
new techniques and avenues. I’m collaging things 
together. About a year and a half ago I described 
my work aa “naïve pop.” Now every time I have an 
interview they’re like, “So you describe your work 

Mermaid

A CONVERSATION WITH KATIE STOUT ’07  /
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as naïve pop?” And I’m like, “No! It’s not!” I guess, 
if I had to use a descriptive word to describe my 
work right now, it would be exploratory.

Eden: What are you working on right now? I 
was exploring some of your work, and I saw you 
made these cool lamps shaped like women, and I’m 
wondering if you’re still doing stuff like that? 

Katie: I am still doing lady lamps. I love them! 
I hadn’t presented them in a way where they 
feel super strong together—it’s always like, one 
here, one there—and I was thinking it would be 
powerful to see a lot of them together. So I’ve been 
working on this kind of terracotta army of really 
large lady lamps, and I showed that in December at 
DesignMiami/.

Eden: Do you have any preferences for how your 
work is shown? It’s interesting to think about 
furniture shown in a gallery. I think of a gallery as 
a space where you’re not fully able to interact with 
and touch the work, which seems antithetical to the 
function of furniture. How do you feel about that?

Katie: I think that’s a reason I’m so drawn to 
furniture, because a lot of people ask me, “Why 
aren’t you an artist?” or “Why do you make things 
that can be used in the home?” I like that furniture 
invites people to touch it and it’s not precious in 
the way that a painting or a sculpture is. You get to 
know the piece in a totally different way—a piece 
has more of an impact if you get to use it every 
day, and I like that the piece is more likely to get 
damaged or scratched. It gets to have a life of its 
own in someone’s home once it leaves the studio. 
It evolves with each little mark and nick, and tells 
a story. 

I think furniture in a gallery is interesting because 
they can sterilize art and make it not as alive as in 
a home. So when my work is presented I always try 
to offset that. I used to be a total maximalist and 
would just cover a gallery so that it’s no longer a 
big white cube—instead it’s a drapey mess. I had 
a show in September at R & Company, and I was 
like, “So, I’m gonna cover the floor in trash. And 
you’re gonna have to sift through it to find pieces.” 
They were like, “No.”

Presentation is fascinating to me—it really affects 
how people perceive the work. After the show at R 
& Company, I had a show at Nina Johnson Gallery 
in Miami that was more traditional in terms of 
presentation. I didn’t do my drapey maximalism. 
The work—this sounds so shallow, but it looked 
more expensive. I was like, “Oh, I guess this is why 
people don’t cover their work in trash, because 
it looks more appealing when it’s not covered in 
trash.” The pieces have more space to breathe. 
Expensive is not the right word—they seem to have 
more of a presence. They are able to glow and shine 
and have their moment. The lady lamp army [was 
the same idea]—I wanted them to show all together 
in a simple setting. Like, nothing on the walls, and 
you can’t see anything behind them except for each 
other. I thought that would be really powerful and 
cool. 

Eden: Do you have any rules for your designs? 

Katie: I wish. It would be so much easier. I love 
collaging things together and having unexpected 
juxtapositions of shapes, materials, and texture. I 
just have to see things. It’s really hard for me to 

You’re the only one that’s going 

to see those little imperfections. 

No one else does. Which is 

obviously true with  every aspect 

of life. I just tell myself that 

what I’m seeing, those glaring 

errors, aren’t points to discuss.

Papier Caché Vanity, 2018./  LADY LAMPS & FAKE FLIES
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To share your plans or learn more about the benefits of a 
planned gift to St. Andrew’s, please contact Chesa Profaci 

at 302-285-4260 or cprofaci@standrews-de.org.

explain when I have other people fabricate my 
work. Sometimes I’ll just design the piece and send 
it out, but it’s so hard for me to not have my hands 
in something. As far as rules go, I guess my one rule 
is fluidity. And always having the option to change 
something around.

Eden: Does that mean you’ll change a design up 
to the last minute? 

Katie: Yes, definitely. I’ve made things before 
and then broken them apart and reorganized the 
stuff. Sometimes working on these large lady lamps 
becomes really funny because I’ll say to myself, “I 
don’t like where the arm is. We have to break it off 
and reattach it.” I think with some work, especially 
if I’m working on a new idea, it’s hard to know 
when it is finished. The gallery will come and say, 
“No, we’re taking it away now,” when I could 
work on it forever.

Eden: That was actually one of my questions—
how do you know when to stop working on 
something? I remember at St.  Andrew’s, [Arts 
Department Co-Chair] Mr. McGiff used to have to 
come and take the painting away from me and be 
like, “You’re done.”

Katie: Oh my gosh, I know. I have the hardest 
time with that. I remember Mr. Baine, who was 
one of our painting teachers with Mr. McGiff, 
would always be saying to me, “You’re done.” And 
I was like, “No, I’m not.” Then I glued string on 
one particular painting and it was totally ruined. 
He came in the next day and said, “What did you 
just do?” I was like, “You’re right. I should have 
just stopped while I was ahead.” It’s so hard. That’s 
something I’ve learned. You’re the only one that’s 
going to see those little imperfections. No one else 
does. Which is obviously true with every aspect of 
life. I just tell myself that what I’m seeing, those 
glaring errors, aren’t points to discuss. No one’s 
going to care.

Eden: What other memories do you have 
of St.  Andrew’s? Has your experience at SAS 
influenced where you are today?

Katie: It totally has. I think about it a lot, actually. 
I was a new sophomore and I was really bored in 
my other school. Then I went to St. Andrew’s and I 
was like, “Whoa—this is not easy.” It was engaging 
and interesting. I didn’t know school could be like 
that. I also think St. Andrew’s really instilled this 
amazing work ethic in me. It’s a ton of work, and 
you’re taking classes, you’re doing extracurricular 
activities, you have responsibilities on dorm, you’re 
doing athletics. It’s so much and it’s so amazing. I 
think being put in this environment where you’re 

expected to juggle all of these things, be an engaged 
person, and also have fun and play on the Front 
Lawn, is so important. It encouraged me to be a 
very well-rounded person.

The arts at St. Andrew’s are also so, so strong. 
Mr. McGiff was so influential. At some schools, 
when you do an art project, there’s a formula for 
doing that work, and it doesn’t teach you how to 
think creatively. At St.  Andrew’s, they teach you 
how to think and create. And having access to 
that art facility [the O’Brien Art Center] all the 
time, and to feel supported there, is so incredible. 
I would have never gotten into RISD if it weren’t 
for St.  Andrew’s, or Mr. McGiff specifically. He’s 
such a good teacher. He supported me so much and 
helped convince my mom that RISD was a really 
good choice.

I still get chills thinking about it. The campus 
is so small and there are so few students, but so 
many resources. The opportunities are so varied 
and abundant. A lot of people experience all these 
different things in college for the first time, but at 
St. Andrew’s, we are so blessed to have had all of 
these things earlier. Because of that, I think we can 
figure out what we want to do a bit earlier. It also 
helped me learn how to live with people. Getting 
to have this community and knowing how to work 
through issues helped me build relationship skills, 
which has helped me in my career so much. It may 
be a cliché, but I feel so lucky to have gone to 
St. Andrew’s, with St. Andreans. 

 D
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September 26, 1953 
I am feeling great, well, fine and 
happy. You don’t have to send 
any food, I’m getting enough to 
eat. But shucks if you insist, well, 
I imagine it could be eaten quite 
fast…. When meal time comes 
around everybody’s starved 
including me. The food really 
flows. There are lots of rules but 
if you just go naturally you don’t 
mind it…. Here is what a waiter 
does. 5 min. before dinner he goes 
into the kitchen and gets all of 
the plates and dishes for the meal 
and dessert, not including glasses 
and silverware because they are 
already on the table, salt and 
pepper also are. He... goes back to 
the kitchen and [gets] things like 
butter, milk, bread, and salad if 
any, comes back to his table [and] 
puts these things on the table. Bell 
rings, everyone comes into the 
dining room, grace is said and 

the waiter brings in the main 
course. He usually has to go 
back to the kitchen during the 
meal to get more. He clears the 
table of dishes and puts on the 
dessert dishes and gets dessert. 
The meal is finished. He clears 
the table and wipes it off, takes 
the dishes out in the kitchen. He 
is then through. 

Letters Home
EXCERPTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF JIM THOMAS ’58

Jim Thomas ’58 shared with us a collection of letters he wrote home to his 

parents during his five years at St. Andrew’s (back when we offered a II Form/8th 

grade year) from 1953 to 1958. Below are a selection of excerpts; we have 

retained Jim’s charming spelling and punctuation choices throughout.

II Form Year
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III Form Year
September 26, 1954 

Things are going well and I am 
fine. Wed. we ate dinner and were 
occupied until lights. Thurs. Up at 
7:00 breakfast at 7:20. We get up a 
whole 15 minutes earlier this year 
and half to wear coats and ties 
all of the time. That’s really bad, 
isn’t it? … Sat. football game with 
Sidwell Friends of Wash., D.C. 
They beat us 24-14. Movie that 
night. Sun. after lunch worked in 
Lib. office… then went to advisors 
meeting where were served as 
follows: ice cream, cake, cookies, 
pepsi cola, and newspapers. 

February 20, 1955 
The weeks are flying by, it seems. In 
S.S. we are in the New Testament. 
We… are using a workbook that 
cost $1.35 called My Own Life of 
Crist. In English we are still reading 
David Copperfield while we do 
grammar work… We are working 
on gerunds and participals under 
parts of speech. In Latin we are 
reading Julius Ceasar, not as 
a whole, but only some of his 
campaigns. Mr. Voorhees draws 
pictures of the battles on the 
board from time to time to keep us 
straight. He also has what he calls 
“the happy question hour”, in 
which the class asks him questions 
about how to translate the Latin. I 
think his is taking a sabaticle next 
year and I shall miss his roaring 
classes. His classes are very funny.

IV Form Year
September 25, 1955 

I am well and feeling great. Football 
is going great. I feel more at home 
this year. I know the score. Bio is 
going to be fun. I have signed up 
for acolyte this week, something 
new. He is the boy [who] lights the 
candles. P.S. I ripped my gaberdine 
pants hacking in the dorm. 

February 13, 1956
Your tie you sent me arrived Friday 
after confirmation or at least that’s 
when I found out I had a package. 
Thank you. It is a great tie. I 
wore [it] to the afternoon dance 
Saturday. The girls arrived Friday 
afternoon to watch wrestling win 
and basketball lose.... The real 
specialty of the weekend was the 
square dance Saturday night. It 
was real hillbilly style. The only 
trouble was that the stags couldn’t 
break in much. After the girls left 
Sunday, Charles Knight and I went 
walking down Appoquinimink 
Creek. We saw many mallards, 
herring, gulls, several hawks... 
great blue herons, black ducks, 
and blackbirds by the millions.... 
We looked up and saw a turkey 
vulture, no, America’s national 
bird, the Bald Eagle. It was soaring 
over the trees and without a doubt 
one could see the white [head] and 
tail, and flat wings of this great 
bird. I always get a thrill out of 
seeing this majestic bird. 

VI Form Year
September 29, 1957

Today I spent collecting mud for 
my project. Larry Harris and I 
went over to Noxontown Dam by 
Mrs. Ellison’s Mill and dredged 
a bit of mud from the bottom of 
Appoquinimink Creek. I wanted to 
get mud with a higher salinity and 
maybe find some different animals 
in it. My project is now called a 
comparative study of the bottom 
muds of Nox. Pond, Silver Lake, 
and Appoq. Creek. I now have six 
jars of mud and must get more as 
soon as I can because the time for 
collecting will be past in a couple 
of weeks, so Mr. Amos says. Most 
of my work will be microscopic 
but I hope to find some large stuff. 
Mr. Amos is talking about going 
down to Lewis [Lewes, Delaware] 
and collecting some specimens 
there. 

February 26, 1958
Monday, our VI Form holiday, for 
term papaers Mr. Schmolze called 
me into his office and showed 
me my acceptance from the Univ. 
of N.C. So it looks as if I get my 
grades back up you will have the 
accomplishment of getting all 
three sons into college. Looks like I 
am fortunate to get my first choice. 
Zoo is coming fine still… project is 
progressing. I now have six cores. 
Went out Sunday and chopped five 
holes in the ice at 20 foot intervals 
across [Pell’s] cove. Ice was 4” 
thick with 3” of frozen snow on 
top. I now have to study different 
layers. There are about ten, maybe 
more. Mr. Amos suggests that I 
send an article to some magazine 
when [I] get farther long in [my 
study of] cores. 
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ONE SENTENCE IS ALL IT TAKES

With as little as one sentence, you can have a lasting 
impact on St. Andrew’s School. One sentence is all it takes 

to create your legacy gift to St. Andrew’s. With another 
sentence or two, you can designate your future support for 

a special purpose or to create your own fund.

Include this sentence in a new will or living trust, or add it to existing 
documents through an amendment called a codicil. It’s easy—and also 

amendable and augmentable.

It’s that simple to have a lasting impact!

If you have already included St. Andrew’s in your will or estate plan, please 
let us know with a simple phone call or email to Chesa Profaci ’80, Director of 

Alumni Engagement, 302-285-4260 or chesa@standrews-de.org

ST. ANDREW’S 
PLANNED GIVING

The simple sentence is:
“I, [name], of [city, state, ZIP], give, devise and bequeath to St. Andrew’s School, DE, Inc. 

[written amount or percentage of the estate or description of property] for 
(its unrestricted use and purpose, financial aid, faculty support…).”

. . . . .

. . . . .
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p Richard DeSalvo ‘04 married Nina 
Li on November 18, 2018. St. Andreans 
in attendance at the celebration were 
(kneeling, l. to r.) Edwin Cuervo ’04, Gerry 
Alexander P’85,’91, Andrew DeSalvo 
’00, Karen Gowen P’09,’10,’14, Peanut 
Belk ’09, Susan Kemer, (standing, l. to 
r.) Will Blue ’04, Matt Roach ’04, Peyton 
Coles ’04, John Lupton ’04, Chris Carey 
’04, Tarlton Long ’04, Griffen Stabler ’04, 
Richard, Nina, David DeSalvo, LeMar 
McLean ’00, Mary DeSalvo, Eric Kemer, 
Matt Wolinski ’00, Kodi Shay ’00,  and 
Donald Duffy.

’07

1951
Noel Wright  writes that after a long 
absence, he will have a booth at The 
Isle of Hope Art Show which he and 
Ruthie originated in their front yard 
and front porch in 2001. “I had not 
been turning any wood for the past 
five or six years until about a year 
ago, when I turned my lathe back on 
once again and began turning with a 
vengeance.”

1956
John Gregory updates, “I have cut my 
office hours to 20 hours per week and 
am trying to become comfortable with 
the eventual progression of a gradual 
fusion of infinity but parts of the 
equation remain counter intuitive.” 

1957 
After ten years of increasing 
discomfort, George Brakeley had his 
left knee totally replaced  in October. 
Still an active rackets player, George 

played tennis three days before his 
surgery (albeit loaded with Advil), so 
he is counting on being back on the 
courts in April. His rehabilitation is 
proceeding smoothly, thanks in no 
small part to the fact that Tamara is 
a former EMT and knows her stuff 
when it comes to physiology. Having 
learned about George’s surgery, Sam 
Wyman wrote, “I’ve learned from 
painful experience to allow rehab to 
take its natural course: don’t let your 
understandable frustration hurry it; 
allow the soft tissues and tendons the 
time they need to fully recover before 
taxing them. I didn’t, and between last 
May and July I had to undergo three 
repair/revision surgeries. After the last 
surgery I was in a straight leg cast for 
six weeks and then different braces 
until last week. It ain’t fun.” Good 
advice, says George.

1959 
Andy Adams ’59 and his wife Liz 
logged another fall of great travel. 
“In October we traveled to the Baltic 
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It’s that simple to have a lasting impact!

If you have already included St. Andrew’s in your will or estate plan, please 
let us know with a simple phone call or email to Chesa Profaci ’80, Director of 

Alumni Engagement, 302-285-4260 or chesa@standrews-de.org

ST. ANDREW’S 
PLANNED GIVING
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“I, [name], of [city, state, ZIP], give, devise and bequeath to St. Andrew’s School, DE, Inc. 
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. . . . .

. . . . .

The St. Andrew’s 

annual fund 

is called the 

Saints Fund.

DID YOU KNOW?
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countries of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania. From there we went to 
Frankfurt, Germany and drove to 
the fairytale-like town of Rudesheim 
where we cruised on the River Rhein. 
We returned home on the Celebrity 
Reflection with stops near Rome, Italy, 
then on to Barcelona, Cartagena and 
Malaga.” Andy and Liz also went on 
the maiden voyage of the Celebrity 
Edge to the western Caribbean.

1960
A quick update from Brian Fisher: 
“Flo and I find it hard to believe that 
we are already celebrating our fourth 
Christmas in our Vero Beach, FL home.  
This past March, while attending the 
annual Florida Camera Club Council 
Conference in Fort Myers, I had the 
good fortune to have a brief visit with 
Hank Pool and Linda at their beautiful 
home in Bonita Springs.  In June, Flo 
and I went on a four-day adventure 
on the Tustumena Alaska State Ferry 
going from Homer to Dutch Harbor 
along the Aleutian Islands.  This 
was part of another 12-day visit to 
Alaska.  We love it there.  Later in the 

p  Buck Smith ’66 P’08,’09 and his wife 
Cathie on Day 1 of their Panama Canal 
14 day cruise from Los Angeles to Miami. 

’66

summer we went to Travers City, MI 
to visit some friends and then on to the 
Petosky Regional Bridge Tournament 
where both Flo and I earned our Life 
Master Ranking in Duplicate Bridge.  
It is just another line for our obituary.  
We celebrated our victory on Mackinac 
Island before returning home.  Here in 
our Sea Oaks Community, we keep a 
very busy life style.  I sing in the Vero 
Beach Community Church choir; I am 
the President of the Sea Oaks Chorus 
and we do six concerts a year; tennis 
four days a week, golf once a week, and 
Flo and I try to play duplicate bridge 
at least twice a week.  We will spend 
our Christmas with our younger son, 
Andrew, and his family in Charlotte.”

1961
Thurman Smith has published 
Obamination, a survey of the impact 
of the Obama administration. It 
is available as an ebook (with in-
context links to related web articles) 
and as a paperback at Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble. Thurman has been 
living in Winchester, MA since 2011 

and continues to run his investment 
advisory business.

1963
David Loomis reports on how his 
retirement is going. “I retired 18 months 
ago, and 30 days later concluded that 
I had flunked retirement and was not 

p  Two local MOT boys, Earl Walker 
’90 and Garrett Hart ’78 P’07,’10, ran 
into each other at the NCAA Division I 
National Wrestling Tournament. “Earl 
was one of our best ever,” Garrett said. 
“State champ, national high school 
champ, and NCAA All-American. He said 
[former faculty member] Ashton Richards 
’78 taught him everything he knew. Go 
Saints!”

’78

p  Classmates Phil Tonks ’63 and John 
Schoonover ’63 pose for a photo op.

’63

If St. Andrew’s 

succeeds in reaching 

its ambitious $2.7 

million Saints 

Fund goal for the 

year, an additional 

$1 million will 

be donated to 

the endowment, 

protected for 

financial aid.

DID YOU KNOW?

You can make your Saints Fund gift via Paypal? 
Visit standrews-de.org/paypal to give!

DID YOU KNOW?
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’78

p  Alison Amos Muller shares the good 
news that “Tom and I became grandparents 
July 28 to Michaela! She is the light of our 
lives. I am an assistant teacher at The Little 
Brown School preschool, and Tom is a 
caddy at Secession Golf Club. We will be 
finally starting the complete overhaul of 
our house in January, so will be able to 
host visitors later in 2019!”

p  Barry  Sabloff ’64 and his wife Anne 
with their granddaughter Edie in New 
York. 

’64

cut out for it.  My health is great and 
I have lots of energy for someone my 
age, so I went back to work, this time 
in wealth management.  The company 
I’m affiliated with is dedicated to taking 
on what we consider to be a national 
crisis wherein pensions and retirement 
plans have all but disappeared, with 
IRA’s and 401(k) plans left in their 
place which means retirement is up 
to the individual.  The bulk of our 
population spend more than they make 
and don’t begin saving for retirement 
until their early 50’s when it is too late 
to achieve goals sufficient to maintain 
lifestyle.  Our goal is to have an impact 
on those who typically don’t have the 
means to be attractive to a fee-based 
wealth management entity. 

“I’m less than a year into it but having 
the time of my life. My only regret is 
that I did not make the shift 10-15 
years ago.  The company is Five Rings 
Financial and is based in Denver, CO. 
The rings stand for Purpose, Energy, 
Commitment, Character and Love, 
our core values which we endeavor to 
bring to every client engagement. It’s a 
really phenomenal gig. Anyway, that’s 
how retirement is going!”  

1967
Franklin Smith reports, “Linda and 
I have been married 29 years as 
of December 21, 2018. Our four 
children are all married and we have 
10 grandchildren ages 1-11, with 
another on the way. The Challenge and 
Adventure of Life Continue!” 

1973
The New York Times headline 
heralded Will Cantler’s 32-Year 
Journey to Hell’s Kitchen: “MCC 
Theater, an influential but itinerant 
Off-Broadway nonprofit, has finally 
found a home… on West 52nd Street 
at 10th Avenue, with two theaters, two 
rehearsal studios, and all the amenities 
(including a bar) one has come to 
expect from a modern theater!” A few 
days later, Forbes reported: How Three 
Guys Built A Theater From Scratch 
Nurturing Pulitzer Prize Productions.”

The $45 million project has been a 
long time coming. The company that 
started over 30 years ago with no 
money in an apartment has had many 
of its productions go on to Broadway, 
be nominated for Tony Awards, win 
Pulitzer Prizes, and be re-staged 
throughout the world.

A $20 gift made 

to the Saints Fund 

today has the same 

impact in a year as 

a $450 gift to the 

endowment!

DID YOU KNOW?
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p Jen Cuervo ’06 and Jake Kastner got married on November 10, 2018 in Montclair, NJ.

p  Tim Gibb ’90 who lives in Denver, CO 
and Mike Fallaw ’90 who lives in Bozeman, 
MT got together at Snowbird, UT for a 
couple days of skiing in Jan 2019.

’90

’06

p  Dan Del Sobral ’84, Michael Whalen  
’84 and Will Wrightson  ’84 gathered for 
their 20-plus Annual Superbowl Party—
this year at Will’s home in Gladwyne, PA. 

’84

The New York Times article 
went on to say, “MCC is led by the 
guiding principle that they exist to 
provoke conversations that have 
never happened and otherwise never 
would. ‘That is the way we look at 
the work,’ Cantler explains. ‘We ask, 
is it something that we all want to be 
talking about after the curtain comes 
down?’”

For now though the curtain is going 
up —and up!

1975
Chris Gale writes, “On Monday, 
December 31, 2018, after 32 years of 
service to Maryland State Highway 
Administration I became a retired 
gentleman of leisure…for one day.  On 
Wednesday, January 2, 2019, I started 
a new career with Gannett Fleming, 
Inc. of Camp Hill, PA, as a consultant 
to the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation.  I will be appearing 
daily, except Fridays, at the fabulous 
Keystone Building in beautiful 
downtown Harrisburg until sometime 
in early 2020, when it is anticipated 
that I will be moving to a field position 
on a construction project.  When 
asked by the PennDOT employees 
what brought me there from MD State 
Highway, I tell them I’m a refugee from 
south of the border.

“I live about an hour from Mike 
Kadick and Beth Halsted ’77 and have 
gotten by to see them a couple of times, 
though not as much as I meant to.  I 
saw Dick Snyder at Baltimore’s Inner 
Harbor when he sailed up the Bay 
on the replica of the Godspeed from 
Jamestown in October. We had a nice 
long visit until it began to get too chilly 
for my old bones. Other than that, I’m 
still plugging away at the wife’s 20-year 
building plan (which may be a decade 
or so behind schedule).  If ever you find 
yourself passing through northeast 
Maryland and you have some time 
to kill, or you just need a pitstop, our 
door in Fallston is always open.”

Every student, 

even if he or she 

pays full tuition, 

receives a “hidden 

scholarship”? This 

has been true for 

every year of the 

School’s history.

DID YOU KNOW?

St. Andrew’s is 

counting on YOU to 

help meet our Saints 

Fund goal? Make your 

gift today online at 

standrews-de.org/give.

DID YOU KNOW?
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In MemoryJoseph R. Marshall ’45
Joseph R. Marshall, of New York City, Guilford, CT, and North 
Branford, CT, died peacefully on January 7, 2018. Joseph was 
91 years old.

Joe is survived by his wife of 67 years, Jane, and their beloved 
four daughters, Amanda, Erika, Abigail and Wylie, and six 
cherished grandchildren.

Joe attended St. Andrew’s School in Delaware, and graduated 
from Yale University, Class of 1950. During World War II, Joe 
was a lieutenant in the infantry.

Joe’s first journalistic position was with the Poughkeepsie 
New Yorker and then with a number of newspapers and 
publications, including International News Service, Newsweek 
and The Herald Tribune. He joined IBM in 1967 and was 
responsible for internal communications. After his retirement, he 
founded Marshall Wylie Inc., a communications consulting firm. 
Joe was also a published author of several suspense novels.

Joe was instrumental in New York City politics, a founding 
member of the Riverside Democrats and an advisor, speechwriter, 
and friend of the former New York City Congressman William 
F. Ryan.

After moving to Guilford, CT, in 1993, he was active in 
political and community affairs, serving as founder of the 
Shoreline Greenway Trail, a board member of the Guilford Free 
Library and the Guilford Preservation Alliance, and active with 
the Keyarts Klamberers walking group, leading group hikes 
through the less explored areas of Manhattan.

Joe was a marathon runner, a longtime lover of sail boats 
and sailing, a small plane pilot, and an enthusiastic tennis player.

Joe will be remembered for his wit, warmth, intellect, and his 
commitment to high principle.

Charles O. Culver ’47
Charles Culver died on September 12, 2018. 
Charlie was the son of Charles O. Culver and 
Mary Jones Culver and born in Salisbury, 
MD. A graduate of Wesleyan University (Phi 
Beta Kappa), he worked on Wall Street and 
for the Philadelphia advertising firms of 
Aitkin-Kynett, Mel Richman and Associates, 
and Dorland, Sweeney, and Jones.

His historic Rittenhouse townhouse was 
featured in annual house tours. A connoisseur of early American 
glass, he helped to establish the Carlisle Glass Show as an event 
for collectors, and was an Officer of the Maryland Society of 
Pennsylvania.

A gifted conversationalist with a penchant for naughty 
repartee and sartorial flair, he will be missed as much for his wit 
and humor as for his kindness and charm. Surviving are cousins 
Sally Jacobs of West Chester, PA, and (Mary) Gordon Thorpe of 
St. Cloud, FL.

Coleman E. Bye, Jr. ’49
Coleman Everett Bye, Jr., age 89 of 
Wilmington, DE, died Tuesday, January 1, 
2019.

He graduated St.  Andrew’s School  in 
1949 and University of Virginia in 1953. 
Coley, a nickname that he acquired, was 
President of The Mercantile Press, Inc. He 
was the third generation in the family-
owned business. Coley was a member and 

Past President of the Kiwanis Club of Wilmington, a member of 

the Civil War Roundtable and Printing Industries of Delaware. 
He was a member of St. Alban’s Church where he served as a 
Vestryman. He is a present member of Calvary Hillcrest Episcopal 
Church, Wilmington.

He is preceded in death by his parents Coleman E. Bye, Sr. 
and Edith (Brinton) Bye and his half-brother Robert W. Jeffers. 
He is survived by his wife of 57 years Jane (Schaller) Bye and his 
children, Coleman E. Bye, III of Newark, James A. Bye (Debra) 
of Landenberg, PA, and his daughter Julia B. Siegerman (Brad) of 
West Chester, PA, and four grandchildren, Tyler, Danielle, Nicole 
and Jacob, and several nieces and nephews.

The family would like to thank the nurses and doctors at 
Christiana Care, Wilmington, Cadia Silverside and Seasons 
Hospice for their exceptional compassion and care.

Galen H. Townley ’52
Galen H. Townley, 85, of Baltimore, MD, 
previously of Philadelphia, PA, passed away 
on October 10, 2018. Galen was the loving 
husband of the late Patricia Delangh. He was 
also an avid golfer and the chairperson of the 
former IVB golf classic.

He is survived by his children: Richard 
(Janet), Deborah (Dan); siblings: Sharon, 
David; grandchildren: Kristin (Matthew), 

Kelly (Sal), Samantha, Joseph (Brittany), Nathan, Ashley (Phil); 
and many great-grandchildren.

Duke LeCompte ’52 writes, “Very sad to hear about Galen 
Townley, and despite the fact that ‘Bull’ Cameron was not really 
certain whether I could read or write, I’d like to share some 
thoughts.

“In September 1950 ten ‘new boys’ arrived as Fifth Formers 
at SAS (the group that saved the Class of 1952), and began to 
enjoy the luxuries of living in the attic in the gym. The group 
included such notables as Bill Howard, Robert Young, Chal 
Schley, Henry Roth and Galen.  I was also a member, but the 
adjective ‘notable’ was one that evaded me.

“Anyhow, Galen and I became good friends quickly and 
enjoyed our friendship for lots of years, visiting each other’s 
homes and getting together for other pursuits.  In fact one of 
our interests was going to various parks.  Among others, we 
visited Delaware Park, Garden State Park, Monmouth Park and 
Brandywine.

“Galen was also a great athlete at SAS, quarterback of the 
football team, star on the basketball court (earning the handle 
of ‘Goose’, al a Goose Tatum). And in the spring, captain of the 
baseball team.  It was a pleasure to ride the bench and view his 
exploits.  But the thing he claimed to be the most proud of was 
being the first in the VI Form to be accepted into college (Trinity) 
and being at the bottom of the class academically at the time.  He 
would brag about that.

“And speaking of exploits, there is one that seems amusing 
now, but it was scary to live it. Being a friendly fellow, Galen 
decided that on one Saturday we should head for Philly and visit 
one of his haunts, namely the Troc for the matinee performance. 
And somehow he talked Willie Johnson in to joining us. What a 
stroke of genius!  Because as we hitchhiked back to SAS, a car 
with three SAS masters stopped and asked what the h... were we 
doing trying to thumb a ride on Route 13?  And they didn’t even 
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offer us a ride. Well, Galen and I figured, and probably rightly, 
that Willie (Mr. Wonderful and Mr. Clean) might prove to be our 
lucky charm when the disciplinary axe fell, as the masters were 
likely astounded that he would even consider wandering off with 
sorts like us.  Anyhow, eight ringers later for each of us, Galen 
and I decided we needed to have a more cautious approach in 
future ventures.”

Charlie Kenney ’52 writes, “Galen was a real role model for 
everything SAS stands for. Serious student, always had an easy 
laugh for many things and a great athlete in every sport he played. 
A great guy always! EVERYONE liked him, including me.”

David N. Levinson ’53
David Levinson, age 83, passed away 
peacefully at his home in North Carolina on 
January 14, 2019. 

David was born in Middletown, DE, 
the son of the late Louis Levinson and 
Roslyn Cohen Levinson. He was educated 
at St. Andrew’s School in Middletown, DE, 
Harvard College, and Harvard Law School. 
After graduating from law school, he began 

his career as a real estate developer. 
A residential real estate developer for 58 years, David 

built $200 million worth of low- and moderate-cost homes, 
apartments, and condominiums. The crown jewel of his career 
was Anderson Creek Club, a luxury, gated community in Spring 
Lake, NC, containing over 20 neighborhoods and a Davis Love 
III golf course. To improve the quality of education in Spring 
Lake, David founded Anderson Creek Academy, a K-5 charter 
school. In recognition of his contributions to North Carolina, 
Governor Roy Cooper conferred upon him the Order of the Long 
Leaf Pine, the state’s highest civilian honor. 

David was committed to community service throughout his 
life. He served on the North Carolina Insurance Commissioner’s 
Life and Health Advisory Board, was director of the Blood Bank 
of Delaware, and partnered with the Pearl Buck Foundation in 
establishing a program facilitating Americans adopting Russian 
children. His commitment to community service was matched by 
his devotion to Jewish causes, serving as the director of the Jewish 
Federation of St. Louis and later of the Jewish Federation of 
Delaware. He was also chairman of the Foreign Policy Committee 
of the Anti-Defamation League's National Leadership Advisory 
Committee. 

A commitment to service drew him into politics. President 
Carter appointed David to his Council for Energy Efficiency while 
Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H. W. Bush appointed 
him to serve on the Federal Supplemental Health Insurance 
Panel. After unsuccessfully running in 1982 as the Democratic 
candidate for the U. S. Senate in Delaware, David was elected 
Delaware Insurance Commissioner in 1984 and re-elected in 
1988. In that office, he wrote initial drafts of the insurance codes 
for Russia, Latvia, Estonia, Ukraine, and Romania as the Soviet 
Union collapsed. 

In his final illness, David was under the loving care of Mrs. 
Brenda Bethea. 

Preceded in death by his parents and father-in-law, Marvin 
Wallach; he is survived by his beloved wife of 38 years, Marilyn 
Wallach Levinson; his adoring son, Micah Nathaniel Levinson; 
brother-in-law, Marc (Danilee) Wallach; his three nephews, Max, 
Sam, and Jake Wallach; and his mother-in-law, Mildred Yanow 
Wallach. 

Tom Quirk ’53 recollects, “Dave and I were roommates for 
our VI Form Year. We would bait each other as he was headed to 
Harvard and I was going to Yale. He was a good friend.”

William S. Wood II ’57
William Spaulding Wood, II of Mount 
Pleasant, SC, formerly of West Chester, PA, 
died on Wednesday, October 10, 2018. He 
was the loving husband of Hope Middleton 
Wood. 

Born in 1939 in West Chester, to the late 
Harold Kenneth Wood and Kathryn Eyre 
Smith-Wood. The family moved to Chadds 
Ford, PA, where he grew up on Westover 

Farm. He graduated Cum Laude from St. Andrew’s School and 
Colgate University as a history major. He then spent two years in 
the Naval Air Corps. He joined the Harry F. Taylor Company in 
1965 where he spent his career in real estate eventually purchasing 
the company and renaming it the William Wood Company. He 
specialized in appraising the value of conservation easements 
and partial interests, retiring in 2015. He was a member emeritus 
of the National Association of Realtors, a senior member of the 
National Association of Independent Fee Appraisers and served 
as President of the Southeastern Appraisal Chapter. 

He was very involved in his community serving as Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of Citizens of Better Housing, an 
organization that constructed or renovated low cost housing 
in West Chester. Since 1970, he served as Acting Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the not-for-profit Historic Oaklands 
Cemetery. From 1978 to 2013, he served on the Board of 
Directors of the Chester County Hospital, much of the time as 
Vice Chairman. From 1998 to 2002, he served on the Board of 
Directors of the Chester County Bar Foundation. He also served 
on the Board of Directors of The Bank of Chester County. 

Bill was a life long member of the Church of the Holy 
Trinity, where he served as Vestry member, Accounting Warden, 
Chalicer and Lay Reader. He was a member of the West Chester 
Golf and Country Club and served on its board and a member 
of the West Chester Lions Club serving as President in 1978 
and receiving the Melvin Douglas Award. Other memberships 
included the Brandywine Valley Association, Chester County 
Historical Society, Kennett Symphony of Chester County, the 
Brandywine Conservancy and the Pennsylvania Society of Sons 
of the Revolution. He was active politically serving as Republican 
Committeeman for East Bradford Township for 20 years, and as 
a member of the Five on Five Republican Reform Committee. 

He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Hope Middleton Wood 
and their daughter, Hope Haviland Wood, their son, William 
Spaulding Wood, III, his wife Nancy and four grandchildren, 
William Spaulding Wood, IV, Michael Middleton Wood, 
Vivian Bernadette Wood and Margot Josephine Wood. He was 
predeceased by his brother Harold K. Wood, Jr. and is survived 
by his brother Lawrence E. Wood and his sister, Martha Wood 
Wilson. 

George Brakeley ’57 writes, “Bill Wood died on October 10, 
2018, in Mt. Pleasant, SC, where he and Hope had had a second 
home for decades and to which they moved full-time three years 
ago. He had been in failing health for some time. He had never 
failed to attend a Reunion but had to cancel out of our 60th 
two years ago at the last minute for then-unstated health reasons, 
which now takes on more significance.

“After St. Andrew’s Bill graduated from Colgate University, 
followed by two years in the Naval Air Corps. In 1965 he joined 
the Harry F. Taylor agency in West Chester, PA, which in due 
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course became the William Wood Company. In 1963 Bill married 
Hope Middleton, with classmates John Ranck and Brad Ryland 
on hand. He and Hope spent most of their adult lives in West 
Chester. A leader in the local real estate community, Bill specialized 
in the appraisal of conservation easements and partial interests. 
The list of professional, civic and charitable organizations in 
which he was involved – many as a Board member or chairman 
– is lengthy.

“There are those few people in the world who seem to have 
no enemies, nor even critics. Bill was one of those rare individuals. 

“As John Cogswell wrote, ‘Bill was a lovable friend to all. He 
graced every occasion with a smile as his good mind tossed out a 
pun or other play on words. What dominates my mind right now 
are the good conversations we had at Reunions over the years, 
our common view on the state of the national affairs and the 
visibly endearing relationship he had with Hope when she was 
with him. We will miss him.’ 

“Mike Quillin sounded the same theme: ‘He was always one 
of my favorite classmates at SAS.  His quick wit and sense of 
humor were terrific.  When he wrote the ‘Vital Statistics’ and the 
‘Class Prophecy’ for the 1957 Yearbook, I thought that made 
our yearbook the best of any I saw during my five years at SAS. 
He was a very funny and a very intelligent guy.  He will surely 
be missed.’

“And Joe Harned added, ‘Bill Wood remains the strongest 
and best memory of St. Andrew’s to me.  His view of life and his 
irrepressible humor continue to be a joy today.’ 

“From Pierre Goiran: ‘Bill, or Woody, as we knew him, was 
one of the finest and most good-hearted persons I ever met and 
had a great sense of humor.’

“My own memories of Bill when we were at SAS are largely 
centered around the baseball team. I was the second-string 
catcher for three years, which meant I caught a lot of batting 
practices, and a lot of those BP pitches were thrown by Bill. We 
shared an abiding interest in baseball, the subject of many a 
good-hearted debate. It was not until later, during our Reunions, 
that I got to know him far better than was the case before 1957. 
He had a lively intellect, a curious nature, and an approach to 
the world around him that was light-hearted on the surface but 
always more seriously grounded.  His was a life well-lived.

“He is survived by Hope, son William III, SAS ’91, and 
his wife Nancy and four grandchildren; his daughter Hope; 
his brother Larry ’54; and his sister Martha Wood Wilson. He 
was predeceased by his older brother Ken ’56. The class was 
represented at his memorial service at the Church of the Holy 
Trinity in West Chester, PA, by John Ranck.”

M. Kenneth Richards, Jr. ’61
Ken Richards died on October 22, 2018.

Ken’s daughter Jennifer Gibbs remembers 
her father, “My dad and I often had long 
talks about all sorts of things—art, politics, 
philosophy, spirituality. So it was easy to 
ask him what his thoughts were about what 
happened after death.

“Of course, since he was Ken Richards 
he referenced the Tibetan Book of the Dead 

and Quantum Physics laced with a few really funny stories. It 
was natural for me to casually ask him, if he happened to still 
be around after he left his body, to give me a few signs of his 
presence.

“My dad made his living as an artist and two of the most 
requested paintings were his cardinal and monarch butterfly. 

And, I often commissioned him to paint them for me to give as 
gifts to friends and teachers.

“A particularly fine cardinal painting of his also hangs at his 
prep school alma mater, St. Andrew’s. The cardinal is the school 
symbol and my dad was really proud that it hangs in the same 
place with N.C. Wyeth and Maxfield Parrish paintings.

“Twice this week when I was getting some difficult news about 
my mom who is also very ill, a cardinal came hopping around my 
yard. My immediate thought was, ‘Where’s the monarch?’ And 
just as that thought crossed my mind a monarch flew by.

“Cardinals and monarchs are rare sights in my yard and they 
showed up two times both 
when I needed some 
support. These may indeed 
be signs or maybe just 
wishful thinking. 
Nonetheless, I choose to 
believe that my dad’s spirit 
is all around me, offering 
comfort and beauty.”

Skee Houghton 
remembers his classmate, 
“Ken Richards at age 17 
(and I suspect at any age) 
was wise: 17 going on 40. 
He was serious, yet enjoyed 
a great sense of humor.  He 
suffered fools badly, but 
was tolerant of those less 
worldly-wise; i.e., me.  We roomed together VI Form year, and 
my overall recollection is the respect we held for each other. 
Besides his grin, the image that comes to my mind is Ken, sitting 
on his bed, holding forth on some personal/philosophical issue, 
seriously engaged — and absentmindedly tearing the bottom of 
his sock to shreds, thread by thread. There was a lot going on in 
Ken’s mind. Peace be with him.”

Randy Williams was inspired to share ee cummings poem 
51 of 73.

Paul A. Scott ’68
Dr. Paul Anderson Scott, age 68, died on 
Sunday, December 30, 2018 at his home. 
Born in Salisbury, MD, he was the son of the 
late William Henry Scott and Wanda 
Anderson Scott. He is survived by his half-
sister Diane Savage and her three children, 
Scott, Ann, and Sarah, as well as a favorite 
cousin, J. Douglas Trimper, and his two sons 
Chris and Brooks.

Paul attended school in Ocean City, Berlin and St. Andrew’s 
in Middletown, DE, where he graduated with honors.  Majoring 
in Zoology at the University of Maryland, College Park, in his 
junior year, he won early admission in to the Medical College of 
Virginia in Richmond where he graduated with honors in 1975. 
He practiced medicine in the Berlin-Ocean City area for over 10 
years, then for seven years at Chincoteague Medical Center, also 
teaching family practice residence and medical students there, as 
well as serving as attending physician at Wallops Flight Facility. 
Later he retired and moved to West Ocean City where he pursued 
his lifelong interest in music. An accomplished pianist and 
organist, he taught himself to play the cello and bassoon, and was 
the principal bassoonist with the Salisbury Symphony Orchestra 
for a number of years. He enjoyed boating, photography, cooking, 
electronics, horseback riding, and learning foreign languages. In 
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his youth he spent many happy years hunting and fishing with his 
father, a local attorney.

Paul was a member of the Episcopal Church including St. 
Paul’s Worcester Parish in Berlin, where he served as vestryman 
and organist. He firmly believed that God loves each and every 
one of His children.

Bernt Nordset remembers his SAS roommate: “Paul was a 
true and empathetic friend, a great musician who instead became 
a very caring doctor. Paul contributed to my year as SAS in two 
very significant ways: His support and understanding when I 
missed my family in Norway, and his love and appreciation for 
music inspired me to continue musical studies and finally become 
a professional musician. I will always remember him with 
gratitude. He left us too soon. God’s peace with his gentle soul.” 

Edward Henry Amaya ’86
Classmate Bill Brakeley submitted the 
following remembrance: 

Ted was born on February 2, 1968, in 
Maracaibo, Venezuela, to German Amaya 
and the late Maria Teresa Amaya. He 
attended school in Maracaibo before moving 
to the U.S. and starting school at St. Andrew’s 
School in 1981. He later attended the 
University of Florida and graduated from 

the University of North Florida with a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree. Ted is survived by his children Alex, 
Emily, and Anabelle of Louisville, Kentucky; his brother German 
(’73) of Houston, Texas; his brother Axel (’78) of Clayton, North 
Carolina. He’s also survived by several nieces and nephews who 
all will miss him greatly. 

His niece Malen writes, “It’s hard to find the words to 
describe how losing someone feels, but it’s not hard to remember 
the exact moment you found out that they are gone. You fall to 
your knees, breathe heavily and a stream of tears rolls down your 
face as you start the process of grieving.

“My Uncle Ted passed away earlier this week, very suddenly, 
very unexpectedly, and very young. He encouraged me to pursue 
my crazy dreams of traveling the world and learning Spanish. He 
was a great listener. He believed in me when sometimes I didn’t 
believe in myself and always had a relatable story for me to just 
keep going. He was a wonderful man and an even better Uncle. I 
can truly say that I knew him quite well.

“His passing has been difficult for me. People are taken from 
us every day, right? But we bear the weight of their loss on our 
backs and carry the love we have for them in our hearts, which 
makes the grieving process long and sometimes painful. Uncle 
Ted, thank you for all the wisdom you have shed upon me. 
Everything I have learned from you I will be passing it down to 
my son as I raise him. You will always be remembered.”  

After graduating from college, Ted started his career at Fife 
Industrial Pipe. It was acquired by Isco Industries, where he 
worked for many years in a variety of positions before becoming 
Vice President of International Sales. While at Isco, he earned the 
Jim Kirchdorfer Leadership Award as well as the Distinguished 
Sales Award. According to Isco, he had the distinction of being 
the only person to have his name on two conference rooms 
because of his outstanding performance. Ted’s coworker, Mike 
Montgomery, shared that “many will miss Ted, and the sting 
of his loss will be with us for some time. I think it is best to 
remember his as I think he would like us to – passionate, devoted, 
caring, savvy, a teammate, a deal maker, a jokester, a teacher, and 
how about that smile and laugh of his? He touched so many in 
so many positive ways.”

While he was at St.  Andrew’s, Ted made many lifelong 
friends. He truly loved his time at St.  Andrew’s and the 
friendships he made there. In September, Chip Wheelock, Greg 
Dorn, Alex Stancioff, John Gordy, Dan Schwab, and Phil Najera, 
his classmates from the class of 1986, gathered in North Carolina 
for a weekend of remembrance. 

“Ted was sorely missed, but the festivities would have made 
him proud. All who knew and loved Ted will remember his fun-
loving personality and contagious laugh that filled the room. He 
was unflappably calm no matter the circumstance, easy going, 
confident, and a friend to all. At St.  Andrew’s and beyond he 
wore that mischievous grin whether he was up to something or 
not.  And, of course, we all remember him as a natural Casanova, 
charming the ladies from a young age! Ted was deeply committed 
to staying connected to his St.  Andrew’s friends and regularly 
went out of his way to visit when passing through, or to anchor 
the fun at an impromptu or scheduled reunion.  He had a unique 
care-free love of life that caused anyone around him to reconsider 
whether they were taking life too seriously. At our get-togethers, 
Ted was not interested in talking about himself but wanted 
to know every detail about what we had been up to. He was 
supportive, encouraging  and charming (always with a grin and a 
laugh) which was quintessential Ted. It goes without saying that 
we lost a dear classmate far too soon.”

Alexander C. Varga ’88
CDR Alexander C. Varga passed away 
unexpectedly on December 17, a day after 
watching his beloved Steelers finally win over 
the New England Patriots.

Alex grew up skiing, and playing tennis 
and baseball in Champion, PA. He attended 
Valley School of Ligionier where his mother 
taught for many years. He was a proud alumni 
of St. Andrew’s School in Middletown, DE, 

and graduated from Cornell University in Ithaca, NY, where he 
was a member of the Sigma Chi fraternity and Naval ROTC.

Upon graduating from Cornell, Alex was commissioned as 
a Surface Warfare Officer in the United States Navy initially 
reporting aboard USS DETROIT (AOE-4) as an Engineering 
Officer. Following the September 11th attacks and a period of 
Ready Reserve, Alex entered in the Selected Reserve and was 
quickly recalled to active duty to US Fleet Forces Command 
(USFF), providing Global Force Management for the US Navy’s 
efforts in the Global War on Terrorism. He quickly proved 
himself as a subject matter expert and continued to support 
USFF for eight years and three in direct support to Naval Special 
Warfare global operations. Nearing the end of his career as a 
reservist, Alex transitioned into a civilian position, continuing to 
provide critical manpower support to Naval Special Warfare led 
operations.

He is survived by his wife of 20 years, Lisa (Raff), his 
three sons, Bradley, Jackson and Sam Varga; his mother, Laura 
(Conant) Varga; sisters Leeanna Varga ’87 (Paul Connors) and 
Andrea Cedro ’91 (Matt), as well as nieces Adrienne, Evangeline 
and Annabel and nephew Donovan; Lisa’s parents Susan and 
Howard Raff and her sister, Allison; aunts, uncles, as well as 
so many cousins and second cousins, making lists to keep track 
of everyone became somewhat of a sport at family gatherings. 
Earlier this year, he was predeceased by the family dog, Keva (aka 
Eva K. Neva).

Alex loved serving his country, golfing, listening to live music, 
cooking meals in his dream kitchen, slipping into a Pittsburgh 
accent without warning, and randomly quoting movies and TV 
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shows. Especially Spaceballs. He would drive miles off a highway 
to get to a Wegman’s, (wisely) didn’t trust his wife to iron his 
clothes, and passionately supported his family in all of their 
endeavors.

In lieu of flowers, Alex’s neighbors created a memorial fund 
to support his sons’ futures. Please use this website to contribute 
photos and stories about Alex, so that his sons may enjoy them, 
when they are ready:  https://sites.google.com//view/alex-varga-
memorial

FORMER FACULTY,  STAFF AND FRIENDS
Virginia DiGennaro, School Nurse

Virginia Ann DiGennaro, “Ginny,” of 
Wilmington passed away peacefully on 
January 17, 2019.

Virginia was born on July 30,1927 in 
Rehoboth Beach, DE, daughter of the late 
Alice (Joseph) and Raymond Wilhelm. She 
was a 1945 graduate of Rehoboth High 
School, and a 1948 graduate of Wilmington 
General Hospital School of Nursing. Virginia 

worked as a hospital RN for 14 years before leaving to join the 
staff of St. Andrew’s School, where she served as the school nurse 
for 14 years. 

Virginia was preceded in death by Alphonso DiGennaro, her 
daughter, JoAnne F. DiGennaro, and her brothers, Raymond and 
Robert Wilhelm. 

Virginia is survived by her son, Daniel F. DiGennaro; 
daughter-in-law, Cynthia DiGennaro; her brother, Dale J. 
Wilhelm; her grandchildren, Joseph J. Bradley (Kelly), Jason D. 
Bradley (Stacey), Ashley B. Lapinski (David), Melissa T. Bradley, 
Danielle C. Walls (Michael), and Emily C. DiGennaro; as well as 
her nine great grandchildren. 

Ginny had a personality larger than life. In her free time, 
she enjoyed reading, playing cards, doing puzzles, but mostly 
spending time with her grandchildren. She was a beloved mother, 
grandmother, sister, and friend. To know her was to love her. She 
will be missed beyond measure. 

The Alumni Facebook page was flooded with memories of 
Mrs. D:

Cathy Shields ’78: “She was awesome!”
Rose Epperson ’79: “I remember her sweet smile! She was a 

comfort to so many of us!”
Letitia Hickman Green ’80: “Many days some of us spent 

in her office! Homesick, really sick or faking sick... she never 
judged.”

Scott Sipprelle ’81: “Mrs D is one of my indelible memories 
of St. Andrew’s. She had a unique combination of warmth and 
strength that just made you feel better. Admittedly, I spent a few 
nights up in the infirmary when I could have been back in the 
south dorm.”

Spunck Kuehlwien ’82: “She was totally worth the climb up 
those stairs. :)”

Jackie Mette ’83: “Mrs D was an incredibly kind and caring 
person. I remember spending nights in the infirmary while she 
took such good care of me. I’m sure others’ memories are similar.”

Heather Egan ’85: “I spent a memorable week in the infirmary 
with mono in V Form. She was very patient with my dad who 
was trying to diagnose me from afar.”

Debbie Dunford ’86:  “Umpteen bouts of strep throat...and 
eventually mono... Mrs D and her little ‘paper packets’ of meds 
are deeply etched in my memory.”

Anita Fusco ’86: “With Mrs D there, the infirmary was a 
pleasant place to be. She was a very kind lady.”

Tomas Puky ’89: “One of my most memorable visits to the 
infirmary was when she treated me for indigestion after an advisee 
dinner at the Washburns. The food was so good and we all ate so 
much that we all ended up at the infirmary. She knew I had been 
at the Washburn farm since James Borghardt and James Bruin 
had already stopped by the infirmary for their dose of Pepto.”

Nicola Katz ’86: “Mrs D was a warm motherly type many of 
us missed during long months away from home. I remember her 
as a super kind and patient soul.”

Fran Altvater Bernstein ’87: “I used to think they put the 
infirmary on the third floor to insure that we were really sick 
and not faking it. But true, Mrs D always took care of us when 
we did arrive.”

Mary Unruh ’88: “I spent several weeks with her at one point 
and loved her sweet kindness and warm gentle-but-stern combo 
of professionalism she brought to the task of caring for those of 
us too far from and too sick to get home. Italian ices will always 
make me think of her.And evenings with Jeopardy on when I 
returned weekly to give myself my allergy shots through the rest 
of my SAS tenure.”

Mike Fallaw ’90:  “The only good part about being sick: TLC 
from Mrs. D”

Christina Cain ’90: “What a lovely, kind-hearted, loving and 
gentle soul this world has lost. She was simply wonderful. And 
that climb! I do remember thinking that if I felt cruddy, and was 
headed up there, then the stair-climb *surely* had to add a layer 
of ‘I need a hug, a Tylenol, something, anything?’”

Doris Lum, School Secretary
Doris Pleasanton Lum, 87, of Millsboro, and formerly of 
Middletown, was welcomed home by the Lord on November 17, 
2018.

Born May 8, 1931 in Mt. Pleasant, DE, she was the daughter 
of the late Mabel (Marker) and Edward Pleasanton. Doris 
enjoyed her early years helping on the family farm and being 
a great big sister to her late twin brothers Rodger and Rodney 
Pleasanton.

 The summer following high school graduation, Doris met the 
love of her life, Melvin “Mel” Lum, her late husband of 62 years, 
and the two were instantly inseparable. Doris and Mel spent time 
in Texas and Florida before ultimately returning to Delaware to 
raise their three boys.

Doris lived to make everyone’s lives easier. She held multiple 
administrative assistant positions, but her favorite job was being 
the assistant to the headmaster at St. Andrew’s School where she 
was well-respected by students and faculty alike.

When not helping others, Doris enjoyed camping, cheering 
on her favorite NASCAR drivers, tending to her beautiful flower 
garden, and spending time with her family, both two legged, and 
four.

In addition to her parents, brothers, and husband, Doris was 
preceded by her three sons, Kevin, Randy, and Keith Lum.

Doris will be dearly missed by her two grandsons, Stephen 
and Jeremy, two granddaughters, Jessica and Rachael, six great-
grandchildren, and countless friends made over the years.

Bob Moss Jr recalls, “I didn’t get to know Doris until I joined 
the faculty in 1970. The thing I remember best about Doris is 
my father’s comment that she made it possible for him to remain 
organized at a time when the school was undergoing rapid 
change: diversity, social change, coeducation and building, to 
name a few. And she was so darn cheerful all the time!” •
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My mind kept returning to one particular person in the refugee camp whom I 
had not gotten to know at all. She was a single mother of six (ages 3 to 13), a Palestinian 
woman fleeing war, seeking a stable, safe life for her children. What stood out was what a 
disaster she was… she was failing. She would steal clothes from the NGO I was working 
with (the clothes were free, but there was an orderly system of “credits” and “store hours” 
residents followed to give them a feel of normalcy and control). Then she would barter the 
stolen clothes for other clothes. All the while, the weather was getting colder and colder, 
and her youngest children had no shoes or coats. A concerted effort was made to bring 
her into the store and make sure her children had these essentials. She was still reacting 
to trauma that had passed—the dangerous and frightening journey to Greece. She could 
not process her current situation, and she couldn’t change to fit this new situation. At first, 

I was aghast at how ineffective she was, but the more time I spent at the camp, the more I began to wonder 
how there weren’t more people just as traumatized as she was. It was truly remarkable how resilient most of 
the residents of the camp were. Yet everyone treated the Palestinian woman kindly, understanding that her 
irrational behavior was not intentional. She was simply broken, badly broken. 

Apparently at the other end of the spectrum was an extremely self-confident man, a tough Algerian man 
who wore his skin like iron and had breath that was hard as kerosene. He was unusual in that he had tattoos 
on his neck, not typical of the population in the camp. We were all fairly sure that he had been involved with 
organized crime in Algeria. He wasn’t fleeing war; there is no war in Algeria, so he was most likely fleeing his 
past. He scared people with his attitude, and he took an instant dislike to me when, upon our first meeting, I 
enforced some rule—which I’d been asked to enforced by our organization—that denied him what he wanted 
at that moment. [But] by the time Noreen and I were ready to leave the camp, this man considered me a friend 
and insisted we take a picture together with his phone. Although this man seemed frightening at first, he was 
actually a kind person, and, of course, broken in his own way.

These two stories got me to thinking about how people become broken, and it occurred to me that we 
are all broken somehow. It is part of the human condition. Compared to the residents of the refugee camp, 
their lives devastated by war or crime, we find it easy to hide our own brokenness—we even hide it from 

ourselves—believing as we do that we can successfully 
walk between the raindrops. Yet the trauma of everyday 
life is a type of trauma nonetheless, and if we embrace 
our own brokenness, however easy it is to hide, then we 
can better understand those for whom life is a constant, 
monumental struggle. The full-time employees of the 
NGO we worked with already understood this, and they 
were open about how they, themselves, were broken. Our 
wheelchair-bound supervisor was physically broken, the 
victim of a reckless driver when she was a teenager. She 
was also emotionally broken, having been kicked out of 
her family home at 18 when she told her mother that she 
was gay. Yet there she was, far from her home in Australia, 
helping others. Why did she share such personal details 

with us? It was the standard practice amongst the organizers of this refugee help organization, and they invited 
us to listen and share our own stories, if we cared. Being broken was normalized. We could thus more easily 
accept the refugees as fellow human beings.

So how do you help refugees when you have no geopolitical power, no ability to set the world straight 
for them, no jobs to give them, no homes to provide? What we do have is the ability to reflect back to the 
refugees their own humanity, no matter how desperate their lives are. Yes, we provided clothes and a laundry 
service, supplemented the food they received from the Greek government, loaned them bicycles to ride to town, 
provided access to sewing machines so they could repair and make their own clothing. We made their lives a 
tiny bit more normal and less stressful, but the real heart of the work was to be that mirror, reflecting back to 
these refugees their own goodness. 

Physics teacher and swimming coach Mark Hammond delivered this Wednesday night Chapel Talk on his 
experiences working in a refugee camp in Greece during his 2017-18 sabbatical. You can listen to his talk in 
full at standrews-de.org/podcasts.

... IF WE EMBRACE OUR OWN 
BROKENNESS, HOWEVER EASY 
IT IS TO HIDE, THEN WE CAN 

BETTER UNDERSTAND THOSE 
FOR WHOM LIFE IS A CONSTANT, 

MONUMENTAL STRUGGLE.

 / THE LAST WORD

How to Be Broken & Why
By MARK HAMMOND



St. Andrew’s is counting on YOU to 
help unlock One Million Dollars!

If we can come together to give $1 million to the Saints Fund by  
June 30, two donors will make a matching gift of $1 million to SAS, 

protected for financial aid. 

Keep the doors of opportunity open. Double the impact of your gift. 
Join the Million Dollar Challenge and make your gift to the 

Saints Fund today! 

standrews-de.org/give
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