
Chapel Talk 
Elizabeth Roach 
October 16, 2019 
 
“Sense of an Ending” 
 
 
When I first arrived to teach at St. Andrew’s in the fall of 1981, I had graduated from college three months earlier 

and had been married for two weeks.   

 
I was 22 years old, really not much older than all of you. 

 
I remember being so excited by the energy swirling around me - energy in the classrooms, on the athletic fields, and 

in the dorms. St. Andrew’s was a place on the move, defining itself in distinctive ways and restless about getting 

stronger. 

 
I wanted to be part of that energy and restlessness. And I wanted to be part of the journey in the unpredictable 

and sometimes rough waters. Mr. Roach and I knew that navigating the current would be challenging at times, but 

we approached the journey with a sense of urgency, optimism, and excitement. 

 
From the very beginning - even in those early days and years - we have fought for financial aid and diversity; for a 

school that embraced what real co-education means; for a community of trust between adults and young adults 

striving for the same goals of empathy, inclusion, and authenticity; for a school of powerful and inspirational 

teaching and learning; and for human connection that is lifelong and real.  

 
We were fighting for you, individually and collectively, and we were trying to pave the way for the emergence of 

this astonishingly intelligent, inclusive, kind, compassionate, and creative St. Andrew’s. In Diane Nash’s 

immortal words, “We loved you before you were born.” 

 
My work to a large degree centered not only on teaching, coaching, dorm parenting, and advising: I wanted to be 

sure that when St. Andrew’s identified itself as a co-educational school of leadership and transformation, we knew 

exactly how to bring voice, confidence, independence, courage, and humanity to the girls and boys within the 

school. We wanted not only equality of opportunity and attention - we also wanted to be sure that the blending of 

co-education led to recognition, illumination, respect, and collaboration among all students. 

 
The story I look forward to writing about is just how co-education reached the point where it is now: how we 

moved through national and international studies about the education and character of boys and girls; how we 



cultivated the reverence and grace described in our mission statement to actually apply to the way boys and girls 

lived together here; how girls led the academic, athletic, artistic, and cultural transformation of the school we know 

and love today. How St. Andrew’s women leaders (too many to name here) embodied the culture that became the 

St. Andrew’s movement. 

 
The Women’s Network has become the most powerful expression of St. Andrew’s reach and contributions to the 

greater good of our country and world as we have met and honored the leaders of today and tomorrow in business, 

the Arts, medicine, education, the media, and this fall the built world.  Each time I see these St. Andrew’s women, I 

understand just how powerful and inspiring the school has been in their lives. 

 
Many years ago, the brilliant Emily Dickinson scholar and biographer, Richard Sewall, gave a speech entitled “A 

Sense of the Ending.” His argument was that “it’s a sense of the ending that makes the beginning - and everything 

that follows therefrom - so much more meaningful.” 

 
I have worked and lived with these wise words tucked inside my head at all times, reminding me that everything 

ends, that we need to live with passion, meaning, and intensity, that we need to, in Virginia Woolf’s words, 

“make of the moment something permanent.” 

 
Tonight, we have a sense of the ending of one chapter in St. Andrew’s history. It is the chapter we all built and 

created together, and it has the majesty, grace, and beauty of a 19th-century novel meant to provide a portrait of the 

enduring power of contributing to what George Eliot described as “the growing good of the world.” It stands as 

our 23-year response to the educational experiment St. Andrew’s Founders provided. We are so very proud of this 

story and the contributions and courage of all its characters. In writing these pages, you all have transformed  

Mr. Roach and me: you gave us the love, support, courage, and resilience we needed, and in so doing, you 

became family to us forever. 

 
But it’s just a chapter. And it’s part of an ongoing story, one that connects all of us here tonight to teachers and 

students of the past as well as the future, one that will always give our lives shape and meaning, one that makes us all 

a family, and one that continues to be written. 

 
As we write this particular chapter, let’s come together with a sense of the ending and make the next two years the 

best years yet. 

 
I join Mr. Roach in our love for and belief in the Classes of 2022 and 2023 as the ambassadors of ethos who will 

welcome new leaders and keep the spirit of St. Andrew’s burning bright. We will give you all our spirit and strength 

both now and after we start writing a new chapter in our lives. We love you all. 


