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On Tuesday, October 14, 1930 the buildings
of St. Andrew's Sgchool, at Noxontown, Delaware
were formally dedicated and the School officially
started in its work educating boys. This service
was very largely attended. Nearly two thousand
visitors vere present and careful arrangements
had been made which were carried through in an
imposing way.

It has seemed wise to make a definite and
permanent record of the steps which have led up
to this aceomplishment while the material, which
must be gathered from various sources, is still
available and while the nmemory of these things is
still fresh in the minds of those who have shared
in this work. Thise is done in the hope and expec=-
tation that such a record may be of value in the
future as the School progresses and information
may be desired about its beginnings.

The founder of the School - Mr. Alexis Felix
du Pont = had long contemplated such a plan and
was impressed with the need of this type of school
as the result of his om experience and his study of
the educational systems in vogue in this ecountry.



The first intimation of what he proposed to do was
made to the Bishop of the Diocese of Delaware as
they lunched together on Thuraday, Eugust 11, 1927.
He made no definite proposal at this time but con-
fined himself to an inquiry as to whether a school
connected with the Diocese and situated somewhere
within the limits of the Diocese would be of help=-
fulness to the cause of Christianity and the work
of the Church, It was agreed between them that
each should separately contimue investigations
along this line and get such advice on the matter
as might be helpful in reaching a eonclusion. No=
thing wag sald about the amount that might be nade
available for suech a school, nor the matter dis-
cussed in any further detall than to continue in-
quiries and gather information. For nearly a year
this continued to be the situation while each made
inquiries of those who were in a position to advise
and counsel on a step of such importance.

On November 4, 5 and 6 the Bishop made a visit
to St. James' School of which My, Adrian Holmes
Onderdonk is headmaster and had the opportunity
to discuss the plan that had been suggested with




him. The following Sunday he was spending at

Mercersburg Academy and so was able to see both
these schools in operation and get information as

to thd r methods of work and to investigate more
partioularly the religious influence exerted in
commection with the life of these schools.

About the middle of July 1928 the Bishop re-
ceived a letter from Mr. Adrian Holmes Opderdenk,
headmaster of 5t. James' School, in which he ealled
attention to the faect that lr. Theodore N. Denslow,
headmaster of the Donaldson School, near Baltimore,
was severing his comncetion with that school and
was, therefore, open for engagement if the project
for a school in Delaware had developed to the peint
vhere the services of such a schoolmaster were re-
quired. The Bidhop conferred withir. du Pont upon
this situation with the result that it was decided
to enter into communieation with him.

It had been Mr. du Pont's desire that previous
to taking any definite step and as a preliminary
thereto a two-fold survey should be made. First,
to investigate and Af possible find a sultable loce
ation for such a school within the confines of the
State of Delaware and at the same time have an in-




veatigator approach ecertain prominent citizens of
the Church and State to pet thélr Judgment on the
advisability of such a project. The second survey
was to have an investigator visit the prominent
ehureh schools of the east and make a report on
their nethods of giving definite instruction as to
the Christian religion and gchurch life in these
schools and how the schools as organizations were
related to the ehurch through diogesan or other
organizations.

The project had reached such a point that
Mr. du Pont was looking forward to definite steps
and considering the names of men who might be de=- |
pended upon to sympathize with this plan of found-
ing & school and valuable as members of a boamd
of trustees. In all these plans and preliminary
investigations Mr. du Pont had been sharing his
views with his friend, Mr. Allan J. He'ry, his omm
classmate at the University of Pemmsylvania and
intimate friend. Nr. Walter J. Laird, another
friend with whom he had discussed the matter, had
exprecsed his keen interest and enthusiasm so that
arrangements were made to bring these four men toe-




gether to take the firet definite steps. In a
serieg of informal discussions it was decided
to confer with Mr. Denslow and the Bishop was
commissioned to econfer with him upen the subject.
after an exchange of letters the Bishop met Mr,
Denslow in Washington on Sunday, July 29, 1928,
and upon the recommendation of the Bishop, Mr,
Denslow came to Wilmington and consulted with
Hr. du Pont the first week in August of that
year and after the Bishop had left with his family
for a vacation in Nova Scotia. Mr. du Pont and
Mr. Denelow entered into an agreement on the
terms of which he was to enter into employment
and give his time to the necessary investigations
and make the surveys outlined above, Into this
work Mr. Denslow entered with energy and enthusg-
iasm,.

On the ovéning of September 24, 1928 in a
conference with Mr. du Pont, Mr. Henry and the
Bishop he outlined his plans for making his sur-
veye and on Saturday, September 29th Mr. Denslow
and the Bishop made a motor trip through the
State to imvestigate possible sites for the school




visiting places in the neighborhood of New Castle,
Hiddletown, Dover, Milford and Rehohoth = Dut with

no satisfactory results. lr. Denslov established
headgquarters in Dover and from that point contine
ued nis studies of the situation, and his intere
views ¥ith persons whose names had ween furnished
him to secure from them an expression of judgnment. |
At the time of the General Convention in

Vashington, in October 1928, the Bishop had a ser- |
e of interviews with several of the prominent
schoolmasters of the country including the Rev.

Dr. Thayer, headmaster of St. Mark's School; the
Rev. Father B811l, headmaster of Kent School; Mr.

A. R. Hoxton of the Episcopal High School; MNr.
Adrian Hoymes Ondemdonk of 5. James Sechool in
Maryland; ¥Mr. William H. Church of St. Alban's
School, Washington, and Rev. D,. Page Dame of Christ-
ehurch School. Though consulted separately, these
men gave opinions that were very much alike. All
of them spemcll $0 agree that there would be little
value in the establisiment of another higheprieced
church school, the tuitlion charge of which would be
beyond the reach of boys belonging to families of




moderate menas, but that there was almost unlime
ited cpportunity for a thoroughly high-class
school where the tultion charge could be kept at
a moderate price and that price was set at one
thousand dollars & year or less. When the Bishop
returned and made this report to Mr. du Pont, he
was pleased to find that the judgment of these
men, prominent in the work of edueating boys, co-
incided with his o' views on the matter and he
ghve his first definite expression of what he was
willing to do, saying that such a plan would eall
for a very considerable endownent and that he was
quite willing to provide it. :

The plan had now begun to take such definite
shape that the question of proper incorporation
was diseussed and the names of men who would be
in sympathy with such a large enterprise and might
be depended upon to be useful as members of the
board were decided upon.

At a meeiing held at the home of lr. du Pont
on Ngvember B8th, at which Mr. du Pont, Mr. Allan
Henry and the Bishop were present, Mr. Denslow
presented in written form his first survey, dated



Hovember S5th. In this he summarized the opinions
he had gathered from Dr. Walter Hullihem, Presi-
dent of the University of Delaware; ¥r. J. Wiley
Trought, Senior VWardem of St. Philip's Chureh,
Laurel; Dr. William P. Orr, Senlor Wpyrden of S5t.
Petor's Ohurch, Lewes; Henry Ridgely, Esq. and
Judge William H. Boyee of Dover; the Rev. William
H. Darble of Seaford and Dr. Frank Grier of Mil-
ford. All expressod their interest in such a pro-
Jeet and made many helpful suggestions a8 to lo-
eation.

In connection with this report lir. Denslow
sade a detalled statenent as to weather condi-
tions in various varts of the State as based on
weather reports over a consideradle period of
tine,

He further reported on six possible sites and
Bave information as to the sdvantages and disad-
vantages commected with each one. Of tiem all he
indicated most declded preferencéd for the last nen-
tioned on Noxontown Lake sbout two miles below
Hiddletown. He susgested that this place be vis-

ited by those present at the meeting.



On Vednesday, November 14, this plan was
carried out to the extent, at least, that Mr. du
Pont, the Bishop and lr. Denslow drove down to
Noxontown Lake, secured a boat at the dam at the
foot of the lake, rowed to the other side and
walked along the high ground for more than half
the length of the lake to study the loecation.
There was & lone fisherman on the lake who proudly
displayed to them his eatch of the aftermoon - a
six pound byss and two pickerel of a couple of
pounds a piece. The more the visitors saw of this
location the more enthusiastie they becane - and
from that time there was never any question in
their ninds that this was the one place in Delaware
suitable above all others for a school site if it
could be secured.

There were three farms on the west side of
the lake any one of which would be quite suitable -
the one at the northern end bordering on the road

which orossed the dam belonged to the Comegye family;

the next was the Naudain Farm: the most southerly
belonged to Mr. Stasts, a Vice Fresident of the
Victor Talking Machine Co. = whose business heade
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quarters were in Camden, New Jersey.

Hr, du Pont undertock to interview this gentle-
man, and Mr. Allan Henry w,s commissioned to make
inquiries through real estate agenta about the other
property, which he undertock to do without delay.

Within & short time lr. du Po 't reported he
ha@ had a satisfactory interview with Mr. Stacts
who expressed himself as quite willing to sell his
farm for what it had cost him together with the
investment he had made in improvements 1n house
and barn. This proved to be something more than
#100,000.

It was reported to Mr, Henry that the Naundain
Farm had peen in this family since first pgtent
had been issued in Colonial Days and was not on
the market.

it was further reported tarough real estate
agenta that the Comegys Farm was Tor sale and
through Nr. Henry thie property was bought for
Mr. du Font at a price of $150 an acre for the
350 acres in the property = which price also in-
cluded the house, bamm and other bulldings.

The legal work of examining the deed, making



the contrast and of sompleting the sale in all

its detalls was done under the charge of Caleb

5. Layton, Esq., Attorney at Law, with offices in
the du Pont Bullding. All this was domewith the
loast amount of publieiiy - though there was not
& littile gossip and speculation oceasioned by the
sale.

Directly the property was definitely secured
plans vere discussed at meetings of the men inter-
ested to complete the formation of a corporation
to take over the property and forward the project.
At a meeting held at the home of Mr. du Pont on
Monday, Hovembor 26, attended by Mr. Walter Laird
and ¥r. Allan Henry, these natters were discussed
in detall - and at a later meeting held at Bishop-
stead, December 13th at which iMr. Denslow and My,
Caleb Layton, the legal advisor, were present a
proposed form of charter for such & corporation
was presented by Mr. Layton. At this moeting photo-
graphe of the property made by plane from the air
were shown and excited great interest. At this
meeting the name of the School was under discussion.
It had long been a matter of thought on the part



of the men interested But in view of the need of
a name in the Charter and Articles of Incorpora-
tion it seemed negessary to reach a decision at

this time. After much discussion the name “Lake
8chool” was passed on regular motion duly seconded
but without much enthusiasa.

It was further decided to give publicity to
the matter and this left largely ih the hands of
the Bishop who prepared a statement which was re-
leased on Deceumber 224 and all papers carried full
and conspicuous agcounta ¥hich are incorporated
in this statement.

Prom the Jorning News of December 224:
"Delaware 18 to have a new educational institution
which will cost more tham $1,050,000. It is the
gift of Mr., A. Felix du Pont.

¥hile the name of the institution has not yet
been chcsem it will be a church boarding school
for boys, formed primarily for the purpose of
training boys for greater efficiency in Christian
service. The school will be under the dirPetion
of a corporation now arclying for a charter and
to be imowvn as the Delaware Church Schocl Assosia-



tion which will also have title to the property
which has been donated by Hr., du Pont. It is
understood that several other persons w1l also
be interested in the founding of the sehool later.

A8 & Tirst step toward realization of the
plan ¥r, du Font has purchased the Comegys Farm
about two miles from Niddletown, comprising a
tract of 350 aeres. The property was bought for
$50,000 and lies between Noxontown Lake and Silver
Lake. The place is easily aoccessible from this
eity and is a half mile from the du Pont Highway.

- The charter 1s being applied for by a direct=
ing committee® chosen by Mr. du Pont end comprises
Allan Henry, Walter J., laird and the Rt., Rev.
Philip Cook, Bishop of the Eniscopal Diccese of
Delaware.

The Corporation will constitute the trustees
of the school and they will select the headmaster
and the faculty and also direct the bullding pro=
gram,.

While the cost of the sehool has not yet been

deternined, 1% is expected 1t will approximate at
least £500,000 with & similar sum a8 to endowment,



The plans a8 so far worked out do not emmtemplate
& large school at first but to get it in operation
a® soon a8 possible with a carefully selected group
of students and an efficient teaching staff and then
to add to the bulldings as the requirenents arise.

Committee Makes Statement

The following statement was issued by the Gom-
mittee yesterday:

'liore than a year ago Mr, A. Felix du Pont made
nown to a few friends his desire to build and en-
dow a church boarding schocl for boys in the Diocese
of Delaware. This matter was informally discussed
among them for some time and impetus given to the
plan by discussion of it with the headmasters of
Chureh Schocls at the time of the Gemeral Conven=
tion of the Episcopal Chureh meeting in Washington.
All of those consulted expressed the convietion
that there was the greatest demand for a moderate
priced church Boarding school for boys in this seo-
tion of the East. There are very few, if any, such
gchools between New England and Maryland, and Dela-
ware appeared to them as a very sultable and central




point for such a school.

Site is Deemed Exeellent

'ur. Theodore N. Demslow, formerly heade
naster of Donaldson Sehool, near Baltimore, had
been secured to make a careful survey of possible
sites and a study of methods prevalling in Church
Sghools in the East. He visited practically
every part of the State for a situation and the
Comegys Farm on Noxontown Lake seemed to offer
Just the location desired. It is within easy
riding distance of Wilmington, but has all the
advantages of the country. It borders Noxontowm
Lake and includes a point of land extending out
into the lake with high banks and commanding
view, sufficlently large for the location of the
different buildings. There are many trees along
the lake and the landseape altogether pleasing.

Fine Athletlie Frospects

"The lake offers opportunity for water sports
for fall, winter and spring. The open portion of
the farm offers abundant space for an athletie
field. It lies within easy distance of two highe
ways, about a mile from the du Pont Highway. The




farm 18 large enough to provide all the land
necessary for future developments. Having
reached this desision, Mr. du Font took steps to
purchase the property at once. Very few aschools
the country over have a location with as many ap=
parent advantages as this seecms to offer.

'™e committee feels certain it can secure
the services of a headmaster and fasulty which
will make this one of the outstanding schools of
the country and atiract students from every see-
tion. VWhile there is no intent to restrict the
membership to boys of the Episcopal Church, nor
from families of the Episeopal Church the purpose
of the school is frankly that of maintaining one
in which the religious element in education will
be emphasized and the teaching so directed as to
train and influence the student body to become ef-
fielent in Christian service.

'The headmasters of many of the church board-
ing schools for boys have been invited to come to
¥ilmington during the holidays om Friday, January
4, to visit the site of the sschool and lateér to
have dinner together and make such suggestions and




£ive such advice as their own experience in

this work may lead them to offer. Eight head-
masters have already aceepted, including Dr.
Thayer of St. Mark's school; Mr. Haslem, of the
Episeopal High School in Virginia; Mr. Onderdonk,
of 5%, James' school, Maryland; the Rev. Page
Dame, of CGhristchurch school, Virginia; Mr. Church
of 5t. Alban's sehool, in Washingtonm and the Rev.
Mr. Monks, of Lenox school, of Lenox, Mass,

'Dr. Walter Hullihen, president of the Uni-
verslity of Delaware, and Burton P. Fowler, head-
master of the Tower Hill school, this city, will
also attend the conference, the commititee announces.

'A. Pelix du Pont 18 a vice~president of the
du Pont Company. He makes his home with his family
at "Elton" on the Kennett Pike. He attends St.
John's Episeopal Church, this city, where he is a
vestryman,"

On December 26th in the law office of Caleb
3. Layton, Esq. the Chadter was read and the appli-
cation of Incorpmtinﬁ presented at a meeting
attended by Mr. A. Felix du Pont, Mr, Allan J. Henry
and ir. Valter J. Lalrd and Bishep Thilip Cook.




Because of dlssatisfaction felt over the name
Bishop Cook proposed that appliecation to the Leg-
islature be made in the name of the Episecopal
Sghool Foundation, Incorporated. There were many
advantages to this. It put off the decision as
to the name of the school until the members could
reach a common mind; it further created g corpor-
ation which mizht, if it proved desirable becone
responsible for some other school project. This
met with general approval and with this shange the
application was signed by the original incorpor-
ators - Mr. Alexis Felix du Font, Allan J. Henry,
Walter J. lLaird, Philip Cook.

At a meeting held in the office of Caled S.
Layton, Eeq. at 3 oclock on the afternocon of Deo-
ember 28th, the incorporators were informed through
Mr. Layton, legal advisor, that the certiflcate of
incorporation of the corporation had been filed
on December 27th, 1928 at one oclock in the office
of the Recorder of Deeds in and Tor New Castle
County on Decesber 28, By vote of the meeting it
directed that the charter be entered in full in




the minute book of the Secretary of the Corpora-
tion.

Immedlately following the meeting of the
Incorporators, at 3:30 there was held a meeting
of the Trustees of the School and officers were
elected, Mr., du Font declined to be considered
for the office of President and asked trat the
Bishop aet in this capacity, which resulted in
the election of the Bishop as President; Mr. du
Pont was elected as Vice Fresident; Mr., Allan
llenry was eleoted as Seeretary and Treasurer.

Along with these plans of incorporation the
Board has been considering and arranging for a
gathering of Headmasters of Church Schools at
Wilmington in order that they might be shown the
site of the new school and from them the Board
might get such help and advice as woull assist them
in developing their plans, Many invitations had
been sent out to Headmasters of Church Schools and
at a.meeting of the Board, and especially that of
Decesber 3lst, careful arrangements had been made
for this conference which was planned for Friday,

January 4th,



Several of the Headmasters arrived the even-
ing of January 34 and were entertained at the
Hotel du Pont, Nr. Denslow bdeing in charge of thelp
entertainnent. The Board was much gratified by the
interest displayed at the very considerable number
of prominent Headmasters who accepted the invitation
and arrived for the meeting on January Ath.

It proved a bright and besutiful day and the
Trustecs furnished cars to transport those men to
Middletown in time for lunch which was served at
the Middletown Hotel. Following the lunch the
entire group went to the property which had been
purchased by Mr. du Pont and went over the ground.
They all were enthusiastie over the favorable site
which had been purchased and informal disgussions
vere entered into as to the best position for the
school buildings on the site.

At the meeting previous to the gathering of
the headmasters, the question of the seleotion of
the architect had been discussed and Mr, Arthur i,
Brockie of Fniladelphia had been selected to advise
with the Board sbout the type of building best
suited to the purpose of the school and to submit




prelininary drawings, thouch he was not at this

time definitely engazed as the arehiteet to do

the work. At the previous meeting he had pre-

sented some drawings so that whem the Headmasters
gathered for théir conference and were inspeciing
the site, Mr. Brockie was present and sble to de-
seribe to the visitors the general plam which the
Board had in mind with regard to the loscation of
the buillding.

Following this visit to the site, the Headmasters
returned to Wilmington and gathered at Bishop-
stead., By request of the Trustees, the Blshop
hed drewn up a series of practical questions
about the organization and management of the
school which were placed before the headmasters
for their judgment and a very interesting diseus-
sion followed as the headmasters presented some-
what divergent views in answer to these questions.
The debate was at times very spirited and the meet-
ing lasted until time had arrived to respond to the
invitation of Mr., du Pont for all %o go to his home
for dinner. Quite a nugber of the men found 1t
necessary to leave in the early evening but #ith



those who were able to remain the discussion on
these topics continued until a late hour.

T™e trustees felt very much gratified with
the results of this conference, the report of which
as it appeared in the papers of that day 12 here
given.

"Much valuable information concerning the
founding and establishment off a permanent basis
of the new ghurch boarding school to be swected at
a cost of more tham §1,000,000 by A. Felix du Pont,
south of Middletown, near Towmsend, was givem yos-
terday and last evening by the headmasters and oth-
ers who were conducted to the 350 acre site yester-
day afternoon to inspect it.

"The eoncluding conference of the day was
held at "Elton" the home of Mr. du Pont on the
Kennett Pike, where the headmasters and other
guests were enterrgined at dinner. The dinner fol-
loved tea which was served at Bishopstead the Resid-
ence of Bishop Fhilip Cook.

"Me headmasters, architects and others inter-
ested in the establishment of the school thoroughly
inspected the site, which is loecated two miles south




of Middletown between Noxontown Lake and Silver
lake. The headmasters represented many of the
nost famous church schools in the country.

"Approval to the tentative plans of the com=
mittee for the construetion of the sghool and its
foundation was givem by Dr. W. G. Thayer, of St.
Mark's Sghool, Father Frederick Sill, of Kent
School; Arthur H. Hoxton , of the Episeopal High School
at Alexandria, Va., and others. The Committee out-
lined in 5 statenent issued to each of the visit-
ors its plans Pfegarding the persomnel, the head-
master, students, seholastie aim, religious in-
fluence, religlous commeotions, diseipline, and
buildings.

“The question of permitting students of limited
means to assist themselves in obtaining tuitionm by
performing various tasks at the sghool was consid-
ered, but no decision was reached.

"It is stated: 'A polioy of selesctiom will
be applied in the manner of chooaing the student
body and that high standards of scholastic attain-
ment will be maintained from the rirst. This pol-
1oy of selection we hope to put inm operation from




the very frist. Our hope i8 to draw boys both
from families of large means and fromthese of
noderate circumstances. From families of means
because the school ie high grade, and from families
of moderate means, both because of its character
and because the rates make it avallable for their
boys. In the duties and services of work which
nay be assigned to the student body all will be
expected to share without distinction.'

™ire., Iremee du Pont, sister of lur. du Pont,
will aséist in the foundation of the sehool. GShe
has ween very much interested in the plans as they
have been developed and her assistance will be
aceepted as the project develops., Father 8111, in
a brief address, characterized Nr. du Pont's gift
a8 one of the most conspicuous contributions to
Christian edusation of recent years.

"Dr. Thayer sald that the site i8 'remarie-
ably well sulted for such & school as proposed,
having all the advantages of modern sites combined
with a great natural beauty.' He pointed out the
elte possemses the needed remoteness and is yet in
¢close contact with the raillroad and good roads.




He eald that there is ample space for an excellent
athletle field. He sald that the site ecould eas-
ily accommodate an enrollment of from 300 to 1000
students.

"The gommittee aiding Mr. du Pont ie comprised
of Bishop Oook, Allan J, Henry and Walter Laird,
all of this eity. The gommittee reported that they
wished to thank the headmasters for suggestions
and Theodore Denslow for making extensive surveys.
The eommittee reported that the plam for founding
such a school in the diocese of Delaware orlginated
with Mpr, du Pont, and 'it eprings from a desire
to render a definite and permanent service to the
Kingdom of Christ.' HNHo name has bheen selected for
the school.

"A corporation has been formed, the committees
reported, the torms of the charter being very liberal
and easily changeable if desired.

"The remainder of the report follows in part:

'The purpose of the sghool training will be to
give to the students such ground work in edusation
as belongs to secondary schools on broad cultural

lines and prepare them for eollege entrance.



YBecause this is to be a Chureh School in the
nimmit of Delaware and because we look forward to
a long life for it, the incorporators desired that
1t should be linked with the ghurch, which has ex-
isted in this country from the time of its settle-
ment and will continue to exist. This contact and
gonnection with the diocese is made throuzh the
Bishop, who i8 by reason of his office, a trustee
of the institution. This does not mean that he is
to have undue influence nor power beyond that of
any other member of the Board of Trustees, but simply
that his office earries with it a responsibility
for a share in the welfare of this school.

'By the terms of the charter of . incorporation
the Board of Trustees 18 made a self-perpetuating
body and the Convention of the Dlocese has no power
over it beyond the selesetion of a Bishop, who 18 ex=-
officlo a member of the board.

'The diseipline of the school will belong to
the headmaster and his faculty and to him and to
them it 18 our desire to give a free hand and cor-
responding responsibility in its management. The
site was selected at & congiderable distance from



a eity of any size with the idea that the diseip-
line should allow as much freedom among the students
as is consistent with good order and good work.

The sifie further offers large opportunity to keep the
student body busy during the hours of recreation on
out-~§f-door occoupations, farm work, tramping, soout-
ing, fishing, and athleties of many kinds,

'Ho architect has been chosemn a8 yet but the
adviee of one has been sought in eonnection with the
ghoosing of the site and he is at present preparing
A general plan of building. Ve are in no way com=
mnitted to any arehiteet or any set of plans.'

"Ehe headmasters who attended the eonference
were: Dr. Thayer of S5t, Mark's Schosl; Mr. Haslem
of the Episeopal Academy of Fhilasdelphiaj Father
8411 of the Kent School; Mr. Hyxton of the Epis-
eopal High School, at Alexandria, Va; Mr. Onder-
donk; the Rev. Page Bame, of Christehurch Sehool,
Virginia; ¥r, Church, the Rev. Nr. Monks, of the
Lenox School, Lenox Mass.; Dr. Gharles VW, Shreiner,
of the Church Farm School, Pemmsylvania; Captain
A. ¥, lLangford, of Peddie Institute, New Jersey,
and the Rev. Alban Richey, Jr., newly appointed
hesdmgSter of the Holderness Sechool, New Hampshire,



and son of the Rev. Alban Richey of this eity.

"Dr. Walter Hullihen, president of the Univer-
sity of Delaware, Burton P. Fovler, headnaster of
the Tower Hill School, also attended.”

At peetings held on January Tth and
January 9th discussion had turned on the expediency
of adding other members to the Board of Trustees
and fifferent meubers d been instrueted to approach
men whose names hed been sugrested to find whether
they would be willing to sorve in such a capacity.

At the meeting on January 234 held at Bishop-
stead, in the evening, these members reported the
result of these interviews and a8 a result the fol-
lowing vere formally elected as members: Mr. J.
Thompsen Brown, ¥r. Caleb S. Layton, Judge Richamd
S.Rodney, all citizens of Delaware,and Mr. Jgn
0. Platt of Philasdelphia. The Secretary was instructed
to notify these gentelemn of their election and sub-
sequently received their consent to serve. From
thie time tha Boamd, therefore, consisted of eight
members. At this same meoeting the Seoretary was
inatructed to secure the services of an engineer to




check the acreage and make a plot of the property,
and it was also decided to close the deal and se-
cure the deed to the property by final payment for
it as soon as possible.

Er. du Pont was plamning to leave very soon
for an extended trip to the Near BEast and, there-
fore, it was felt necessary to push the plans as
rapidly as -ossible both with regard to buillding
and the selection of a headmaster in order, if
possible, to reach definite decisions on these mat-
ters before his departure.

Gn February 5th there was held an extended meete
ing of the Trustees at whieh the newly elected mem-
bers were present with the exeception of Mr, John O.
Platt who was unable to attend. The selection of a
headmaster was regaided as the most importa -t mat-
ter to decide and various names were discusesed in-
formally. In all these plans Mr. laslem the head~-
master of the Episcopal Academy in Philadelrhia had
been of very great helpfulness. He had written at
considerspble length his suggestions with regard to
the type of bullding and give his advice on request
a8 to a possible headmaster,



In this connection Mr. du Pont and Mr. Henry
had met the Rev. Albert lueas, who was in charge
of the little boys department of the Episecopal
Academy and his name was already under consider-
ation for this position.

At the Bishop's suggestion Mr. du Pont and
Kr. Allan Henry had entered with him into the pro-
Jeot of arranging for a lunch and eonference with
the younger clergy to get their point of view and
thelr sugsestions with regard to men avallable for
this important position.

: On February 6th Mr. du Pont and Mr. Allan

J. Henry went to Washington for this lunch and con=
ference to which many of the younger clergy had
been invited and met at the Washington Hotel. A=
mong those present weret Rev. Edward W, Eames,

Rev. Henry B. Ely, lir. Charles H, Cardigan, Rev.
Alexander C. Zsbriskie, Rev, Jghn Harris, Mr. Donald
Stevenson and Mr. Martin Firth and the Rev. Nobel
Powell.

Thie proved to be a very satisfactory meeting
and those present discussed the situation and possi-
ble eandidates for the position of headmaster with
great frankness. After this conference was con-
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cluded lNr, du Pont and Mr. Henry stopped at Balti-
Iﬂﬂmthcrﬂumtﬂpmlﬂoumpuﬂmor
the buildings of the Gilman Sghool in Baltimore to
get information that might be useful in plans for
the new school.

At the meeting on February 5th the Standing
Committees were appointed as follows: Finanelal
Committee; Mr. Allan J, Henry, Chairman, iMr,

Walter J. Laird and Nr. A. ‘Pelix du ront: Bulld-
ing Committee; lir. A. Felix du Font, Chairman, Nr.
Allan J. Henry, Mr. Valter J. Laird and Mr. COaleb 8.
Layton; BEduecation Committeej iHon. Richard 8, ‘odney,
Chairman, Mr. Johm O. Flatt, Mr. J. Thompsom Bromn:
f7eal Estate and Legal Committee; ¥r. Caleb S, Layton,
Chairman and Hon. Richard 8. Rodney.

At thie meeting the Treasurer reported the
receipt from Mr. du Pont of the first large dona-
tion toward the bullding fund, which consisted of
6,000 shares of General Mgtors Corporation lNew Stock.

Er. du Pont left in February for his trip with
his family to the Near East but before going had
written a letter to the Trusters asking that during
his absenge, if posislbe the headmaster be secured



and plans for the building decided upon. It was
evident from the fine of his letter that in his
Judgnent, as indeed in the judgment of the other
members of the Board of Trustees, the Rev. A lbert
Lucas seemed to be the man of largest experience
and ability on our list of prospeotive neadmasters
and, therefore, it was agreef that Mr. Henry should
approach him not with a definite offer but to find
out if he were available, Subseguently Mr. Henry
learned and reported that the Rev. Mr. Ijoas had
already bound himself by accepting the position of
headmaster of St. Alban's School for Boys in con-
nection with the Cathedral in Washington.

On Friday, March 22 a long meeting was held at
Bishopstead at which time Mr. Brockie presented a
contour map of the portion of the property on
which it was proposed to build and some models of
the building whioch Bould be placed on this contour
map, After long discussion it was decided to ask
My, Brockie to present a new outlay of buildings.

At this meeting Mr. Brockie was definitely ap-
pointed the architect for the building. And the
Building Committee was also authorized to engage



the services of an experienced headmaster, prefer-
ably Mr. Greville Haslem, to advise and assist the
architect in preparing the plans by offering practi-
cal sugrestions.

The Trusteesg decided to offer the headmaster-
ehip to the Rev. Alexander C. Zabriskie of the staff
of the Virginla Theological Seminary in Alexandria.
The Bishop saw lr. Zabriskie in Washington on April
2d and on his invitation the Rev. MNr. Zabriskie and
lirs, Zabriskie came to Wilmington on April 9th.

Here at a dinmner at Bishopstead he met the Committee
of Trustees and reserved decision on the matter. He
visited the school site and gave very serious con=
sideration to the offer but ultimately decided to
continue his work at the Theologleal Seminary.

Mr. du Pont returnedl in time for the meeting
of the Trusteecs which was held at Bishopatead on the
evening of Tuesday, April 30th, 1929 at which Mr.
Brockie presented a general plan whioh was accepted
in principle and with the understanding that Mr.
Brockie assisted by Mr. Haslem should have power to
arrange all minor details, matters of gajor imporie
ance were to be referred in every instance to the




Board of Trustees.

The question of headmaster was dlscussed at
length and the names of several men suggested.

At a meoting of the Boamd of Trustees held on
Monday, May 20th at the residence of Mr, du Pont it
was decided to secure the services of a building
inspector to act for the Board of Trustees during
the bullding operation and for this position Nr,
James S. Stirling was chosen and continued in this
position @Quring the entire period of building oper=
ation and until after the formal opening of the
school. His services in this ecapaclty were of very
great value to the Trustees who depended upon him
for eareful oversight of all matters in comnection
with conatruction.

dgain the question of a headmaster was dis-
cusesed and Er, du Pont deseribed how he and Mr.
Henry had made several trips to New England and
consulted on these visits with such men as the
head of Promfret School, the President of Trinity
College and Father 5111 of Xent School.

At a meetingheld on Monday, Jyly 22, 1929 at
the residence of Mr. du Pont, he reported for the



committee appointed to select a headmaster that the
position had been offered to the Rev. Walden Pell, Il.

In response to this offer Mr. Pell had written
a letter in which he put forvard clearly his ideas
with regard to the principles which should guilde
him and the Board of Trustees in case he accepted
the position. This lettier was discussed and the
Trustecs found themselves guite in accord with the
ideas suggested in this letter and it was therefore
decided to ask the Rev. iir. Fell to come to Wilming-
tén to go over the situation with the Board of
Trustees and deflnitely accept the position.

Further at this meeSing it was decided to ask
the Turner Construetion Company to submit a contract
baced on the plans of Mr. Brockie and in order to
facilitate the work and save time that the Bullding
Committee be empowered to procecd with the work of
the foundations on a contraet with the Turmer Cone
struction Company, it being clearly understood that
in the meantime the Company should submit an estim=
ate for the entire building after they had had an
opportunity to study the plans and that the contract
for the construction of the foundations should not
bind us beyond that part of the work.



At this meeting ¥r. Grancell of Mr. Brockie's
office was present and also Mr. Turner of the Turner
Gonstruction Company.

So the excavation for the foundations was started
and the work on the building begun.

At a special meeting held at Mr. du Pont's of-
fice on May 21, 1929, all arrangements having been
eloarly understood, the Rev. ¥ alden Pell, II was de-
finitely called as headmaster of the school and Mr,
du Font asked to notify him of this faect.

On Oetober 8, 1929 the regular seai-annual meet-
ing of the Board of Trustees was held at the residence
of ur. A, Felix du Pont with the entire membership
of the Board present. At this meeting ammouncement
was made that ¥r. Fell had accepted the position of
headmaster and a letter from him was read dealing
with several matters, one of which was the question
of then ame. Mr. “ell strongly favored that of St.
Andrew. In his letter he states his reasons for pre-
ferring this to other names that had been suggested =
most of which were connected with schools already well
established and well known. He suggested that the
faot that the school was on a lake made the name of
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St. Andrew, a fisherman, appropriate, that it was
associated with the Brotherhood by that name in the
Chureh and it being the title of the hymn "Jesus
6alls us: o'er the tumlt". Upon motion which
vas carried unanimously this name was adopted.

At various meetings of the Bullding Conmittee
held on M, nday, Sertember 16, Friday, Ostober 11
and Monday, NOvember 8, Wednesday, Movewber 20 various
contracts were exsouted in gomnection with the Turner
Construetion Company for sub=contracts.

On St. Andrew's Day, Ngvember 30, 1929 the
cornerstone of 5t, Andrew's School was laid. This
day wa8 chosen for the laying of the cormerstone
because of its being St. Androw's Day and the school
being called St. Andrew's. About seventy-five people
gathered for the ceremony but the weathel was so ex-
tremely eold with such a blast of winter blowing
that the stone itself was set as quickly as possible
in the hope the mortar would not freeze. The firet
trowel of mortar was placed by Mr. du Pont followed
By the Bishop and the othor members of the Board of
Trustees. Everyone then drove in to Middletown to



S5t. Anre's Ohurch where the remalnder of the ser-
vice was held. Mr. Greville Haslam, of the Eple-
copal Acadeay of Philadelphia, wsade the prineciple
address. Rev. Mr., Pell, thé headmaster, read

the 1list of articles contained in the box in the
comerstone as follows: A Bible, a copy of the new
Frayer Book, the completion of which is to be com=
memorated in ehurches today; & copy of the Journal
of the Diocese of Delaware for 1929, in which ap-
pears the bishop's addrese with an account of the
Founding of the Sehool by a Felix du Pont; a cory
of the incorporation with names of incorporators,
and also the by-laws of the Episcopal Church School
Foundation of Delaware; names of the Trustees at
present date, officers and committees; a copy of the
Morning News, December 22, 1928; the Every Evening,
January 5, 1929, with acoount of conference of head-
masters; the Evening Jourmal of January 5, 1929;
photograrh of those attending; a brief statement
of the founder, A,Felix du Pont; a brief ocutline of
plans of protSedure for school by A. Felix du Pont;
statement of the Bishop of Delavare as to the
founder of the school; drawings of the architect,



Arthur H, Brockie; one dellar bill and coins.

The following statement prepared by Bizhop
Cook was read by Mr. Pe!l: '

"the plan to establish such a school in this
diocese and state originated with ¥r. A. Felix
du Pont, He 18 to be regarded, therefore, as the :
founder in the fullest sense of that word, both
because he is the sole originator of ihe project |
and also because of a very generous gift for build-
ings, equipment and endowment.”

"This 18 not anothers hope and viesion broucht
to him with the thought he misht be willing to carry
it through and support it, but is a plan he himself
congeived and proposes to realize as the result of
his study of the edueational needs in state, country
and ohurch, It springs, I should say, from a desire
to render a definite and permanant service to the
Kinglom of Ohrist throuch the Ghurch under whose
tutelage his ovn faith has bDeen fostered and his spir-
itual life nurtured. This part of this statement has
not been seen by him previous %o this reading, but
as head of the Diocese of Delaware, I make it as ny
interpretation of his action,”




"I think you must agree with me that is a very
notable example of personal service in the work of
the Chureh and that faoct takes rank over the munifi-
gence of the gift. Indeed, the gift derived its
ghief significance from the epirit and purpose in
whieh it is being made.”

The following statement, writtem by Mr, du Pont,
was thenread by ur. Pell: g

'mrmﬂmmmurnrm:nmn' -
BASED ON THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

THE TRUSTEES AND TEACHERS BELIEVE TUAT MAN'S
KNOWLEDGE OF RIGHT AND WRONG HAS BEEN REVEALED BY
ALMIGHTY GODj DEMONSTRATED BY THE LIFE AND TEACHING
OF JESUS CHRIST, AND TUAT MAN IS QUIDED BY THE HOLY
SPIRIT TO0 LIVE ACCORDING TO GOD'S REVELATION."

This statement of Mr. 4u Pont is made a per-
manent record in order to gulde the future conduct
of the School as the expression of the wish of its
Founder.

During the winter of 1920-%0 the work of con-
struotion contimued without halt or hinderance so
that 1t became evident that the desire of the
Founder and Trustees would be fulfilled in that the
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sohool might e opened and begin operation the fol=-
lowing fall. The work of construction was under
the direst supervision of tne Building Committee
composed of Mr. du Pont, Mr. Allan J. Henry, Nr.
Walter J. Laixd and Mr. Caleb S. Layton who keph

in constant touch with its progress and held many
speclal meetinge to reach decisions on points of con=-
struction in advising with the architeet and con-
traoctors.

48 soon a8 he was released fron his year's
contract with the Lenox School, of whose faculty he
was a member, Nr. Pell gave personal supervisiom to
detalls of furnishing and equipment of the building.
He made suzcestions which were sarried ocut for the
rearrancement of the kitchen and pantry in order
to provide the best convenlence in carrying out
the plan that the boys should walt on table and have
an entrance to the pantry without interferring with
the work of the kitchen. Slowly the bullding took
form and became® more imposing every day and when
completed Stood as an cxample of the best type of
stone gonatruetlion with atone
in the halls and stairs and hard wood in the rooms,

———
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a beautiful plece of work which at the same tine
was caloulated to stand the wear and tear to which
it would be submitted as a sohool for boys.

Under the direction of Mr. Pell a catalogue had
been isdued and on Sestesber  the school began its
work with an enrolluent of 30 boys. The intent of
the Headmaster and Board of Trustees was to begin
with a very few in two forms cnly in ocrder Lo have
a limited rnumber under the direot supervision of the
prineipal end hic fellow masters to build up a tra-
dition of sound religicus training from the start.
Fhe Headmaster, ir. Pell, had secured the following
masters to give instruction in the sohool: Rev,
James 0. King, Jr., Granville Sherwood, Martin
Curtler and John Melnnes.

Carrying out the plan which had long been in
the mind of the Trustees and Headmaster, the formal
opening of the school wag set for Oetober 14, which
also coincided with the tenth anniversary of the
Biehop of Delaware in his office, For this
celebration mﬁimlmﬁhﬂmhum
thousand invitations were issued. An elaborate pro-
gram was prepared for the occeasion which provided for



the dedication of the service portions of the
building as the procession which began 1ts services
in the Chapel went fron floor to floor and room to
room. The day began with the celebration of Holy
Communion in the Chapel of the School at which the
Bishop of the Diocese was celebrant assisted by the
Headmaster, Mev. Valden Pell, II., At this Celebra~
tion the Clergy of the Dioccse were present to joln
in the © rporate Communion.

Something like twe thousand reople had assembled
for the dedication of the bullding, which began at
12 o'clock with servico of dedieation of the Chapel
from which the Jine of procession formed in the fol-
loving order to complete the proceedingse: Crugifer,
oholir, studente of the school, siaff of instructors,
Trustees of the Epliscopal CGhurch Sehool Foundationm,
Members of the Executive Counecll, Trusteces of the
Diocene, lMenbers of the Standing Committee, Clergy
of the Dioccese, visiting Clergy, visiting Bishops,
the Bishop's Chaplain and the Bishop of the Diocese
end went through the corridors, the school rooms,
the eommons room, the rofestory, the kitchen, the
dormitories and the infirmary. The final orayers of




dedication were sald in the apen air in front of the
school.

After the service of dedication, lunch was
served to all who gathered for the cesasion,

At 2:15 part of the proceasion reformed and
marched to the temporary platform erectsd for that
purpose, at wvhich tine the Preaideni of the Stande
ing Committee, Rev, Charles ¥, Clash, introdfced
the architect, ¥r., Arthur H., Brockile, who gove
the keys of thegchool to the Donor, Mr, A. Felix
du Pont and his sleter Mre, Ivenee du Pent. In
turn Nr. 4u Pont put them into the hands of the
headmaster as resnonsible for the econduct of the
school. AS ithe teys passed from one to the other
each made a short statement,

Mr. du Pont presided at the meeting which fol=
loved and intruduced Judge Jarork Buffingten, Judge
of the United States Circult Court of Appreals in
Fhiladelphia, vho made the dedicatory address.
Following this Bishop Helfenstein of Maryland lIdl
e brief m eommemorating the tenth anniversary
of Bishop Gook. As President of the Sta~ding Committee,
the Rev, Charles W, Clash made & drief songratulatory




address on the completion of the Bishop's ten years
of service in the Diocese. At the conclusion of the
service the Blshop of the Diocese pronounced benedic-
tion.

At this service the musigo was in charge of Mr.
Paul H. Terry, Orcanist md choir master of St.

John's Churech in Wilmington, and the choir of that
ehurch, of which Mr. du Pont is Senior Warden, led
in the slinging.

Among those present for the day's celebration
were: The Governmor, Hon. O. Douglas Buck, the Rt.
Nev. George W. Davenport of the Diocese of Easton,
the Rt., Rev. Faul Matthews of the Dioccese of New
Jersey and the Rt. Rev. Franeis M. Taitt ;uf the
Diocese of Pennsylvania; Mr. T. N, Denslow, who
made the survey for theschool, Rev. Alban Richey,

Jr. of Holderness School, Rev. Dr. Fage Dame

of ChristeBurch School, Rev. Dr.Charles W. Shreiner

of the Church Farm Sghool, Father R. B.T. Anderson

of St, Andrew's School, T nnessee, Dr. Charles W,

Bu‘h of Friends School, Dr. Burton P, Fowler of Tower
H41l Sehool, Rev. Dr.Remsem B, Ogilby, President of
Trinity College, Rev. James L. Whitcomb of H,,sae School,
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Dr. Walter Hullihen, President of the Univeraity y
of Delaware, Capt. A, M, Langford of reddie School, 1
Mr. A. 7. Onderdonk of St. James Sehool, Dr. Greville
Haslam of the Eplscopal Academy, Mr. Arthur H. Hoxton
of the Episeopal High School, Dr. William Thayer of
St. ¥ark's School, Rev, Arthur W. Luecas of St. Alban's
Sghool and ¥y, 5, ¥, Stauffer, Superintendent of

the Wilington Schools.
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