
November 9, 2016 

Good morning. 

One of the most powerful aspects of our lives together in this community is the opportunity to experience  

history together. For generations, St. Andrew's students, faculty, and staff have come together at moments of 

great historical complexity, tragedy, and celebration to think, reflect, pray, and cultivate a new way forward. In 

the spirit of our School, we gather this morning to express unity, civility, and hope in the aftermath of our 

2016 Presidential election. 

As you all know, the election came to an end last evening/early morning with a gracious phone call from  

Secretary Clinton to Donald Trump. At around 3:00 a.m. this morning, Mr. Trump thanked Mrs. Clinton for 

her service to the country over her lifetime, and he asked all Americans now to join him in healing the wounds 

and divisions of a very long and lacerating Campaign. 

Over the next few weeks, months, and years, we will have opportunities to study the elements of this  

distinctive and disturbing election, one that surprised and confounded the media and political experts and 

scholars. 

Today is a day of emotion, exhaustion, and questions, and we are so fortunate to live together, think together, 

listen together, collaborate together, witness together, pray together. Whatever your emotion this morning 

(happiness, sadness, joy, despair, confusion, clarity, fear, safety), you will have the love, support, and  

affirmation of this community of scholars, citizens, and role models. 

One thing we know already, even in these early moments of reflection and contradiction: we must find a way 

forward to unite American citizens whose worldviews, philosophies, perspectives, hopes, and fears are so  

different, so inextricably linked to their own place in the American economy, American history, American 

identity. 

We can find this common ground by suspending our own perspectives, presumptions, and narratives and  

exploring the American experience of those whose reality does not conform to ours. This is the work of an  

academic village and the work of our democracy. We need to define, clarify, and honor a middle way. 

In my lifetime, I have witnessed the changes history makes in the principles, priorities, and assumptions of 

leaders: whatever a leader says as a politician in a campaign, the responsibility and democratic tradition of  

representing all Americans brings with it a new approach, a new appreciation for the complexity, difficulty of 

governing. 

Whatever you thought of Mr. Trump or Mrs. Clinton during the Campaign, the responsibility of the office of 

the President brings awesome responsibility and urgent calls for integrity, balance, and humanity. We heard 

this new opportunity and burden of responsibility in Mr. Trump's call last night for healing. 

I watched in my own middle school years as President Johnson joined the nation's struggle for civil rights and 

led the war on poverty in America. Leaders change; history makes new and urgent demands -- the dignity of 

the office elevates a leader's vision. 

We think today with respect and empathy for the views, experiences, concerns, frustrations, and dreams of this 

diverse nation. We think of those whose voices and votes were heard loudly last night: those citizens left  

behind in the technological revolution, economic disruption, and rapid changes in a global world. 

 



We think today too of those in our nation who found themselves humiliated, targeted, stereotyped by our  

candidates based on their race, their political beliefs, their ethnicity, their gender, their ability. 

We as citizens call for an end today of the politics of division, suspicion, and fear. Never again should our  

democracy be poisoned by the fires of vitriol, contempt, elitism, and prejudice. We call upon all sides to  

represent this country with dignity and civility. 

I plan to talk next Friday about the election, but in light of the events of last evening and the emotions of our 

nation today, I want to speak a moment sharing the vision shared on Saturday in The Wall Street Journal by 

Dr. Jonathan Haidt and Dr. Ravi Iyer. Their essay is entitled "Transcending Tribes." 

The writers argue that we as human beings are wired to form teams, units, groups, tribes that both give us  

safety, security, and affirmation and also protect us against the other -- those whose perspectives, viewpoints, 

and beliefs threaten or undermine our own. They suggest that in the 2016 Campaign we have reached perilous 

grounds in our tribal instincts, behaviors, and expressions. They specifically warn us "against the dangers of 

this election and its poisoning of our civic life." 

They write: 

• . . the disgust expressed on both sides in this election is particularly worrisome because disgust  

dehumanizes its targets. 

We know all too well what Haidt and Iyer mean: we have heard citizens say that the beliefs, point of view,  

perspectives of others disgust them. We know that once we cross the boundary of disgust and dehumanization, 

we seek, either metaphorically and literally, to silence, remove, or destroy others. 

We must, our authors suggest, remember that in national debates, the other is not our foe, our enemy: he/she is 

a cousin who may disagree with us about politics, but shares "most of our values and interests." 

Americans—all of us—believe in freedom, in equality, in justice, in opportunity—we may disagree about how 

to cultivate these virtues, but everyone needs a place at the table, a voice, an opportunity to share his/her  

viewpoint. 

Finally, our authors warn us that the only way to transcend dangerous tribalism is through a commitment to 

"proximity," defined beautifully by Cicero in these words: 

Nature has so formed us 

That a certain tie unites 

Us all, but . . . this tie 

Becomes stronger from proximity. 

Proximity is what we need today—not proximity only with those who share our joy or grief or confusion, but 

rather proximity with another person whose view is very different from our own. 

Could you as a Clinton supporter find a person in our school or over Thanksgiving break who might explain  



how it felt in their lives and community to be invisible, forgotten in the new economy, forgotten despite their 

service to their country, forgotten as jobs and opportunities disappeared? Could you as a Trump supporter sit 

down this morning and hear the story of a student who today feels frightened about her family and her  

relatives' ability to be a part of the American community? If we seek proximity, not towards those that think 

like us, but rather think differently than us, we will preserve American principles and values and commitments. 

We at St. Andrew's will work even harder to break down tribalism, presumption, and blindness, and we will 

continue to explore and honor our values, principles, and ethos. Tonight we will study the national and global 

issue of poverty, seeking to understand a 21st century phenomenon we should collectively be able to solve. On 

Friday and Saturday, we will honor the work and vision of Eunice Shriver as we welcome the Special  

Olympics to St. Andrew's. It was Shriver who recognized in the 1960s the humanity of children and men and 

women with intellectual disabilities. 

On Friday evening, Sophie Stenbeck '98 arrives at St. Andrew's from Sweden where she leads the Child 10 

Awards "to highlight, support and connect bold leaders of grassroots organizations that work with innovative 

solutions to address urgent and pressing issues for children." She will speak to us about her efforts to honor 

girls and defeat human trafficking. 

If you are sad, frightened, disillusioned, or anxious, we all have your back. You see, St. Andrew's continues its 

fight for goodness, for enlightenment and illumination. Be strong, be open, live in proximity, and embrace 

hope in your young and promising lives. 

Thank you. 
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