
 

Celebrations Continue in Final Months of Crossroads Campaign 

Will Robinson, May 14 2013 

“Don’t get it dirty.” That was the last thing longtime baseball coach Bob Colburn said to 
John Paradee ’81 as he handed him a ball for the ceremonial first pitch before a recent 
game against Wilmington Friends. As he did more than 30 years ago, John followed his 
coach’s orders and rifled a pitch from the top of the mound into the waiting glove of 
catcher Carter Speers ’13. “He threw a nice strike from the full distance,” said a smiling 
Colburn. 

The pitch was part of a pre-game ceremony that included Headmaster Tad Roach 
thanking Paradee for his continued stewardship of St. Andrew's. Paradee was instru-
mental in the naming of Colburn Field during the Cornerstones Campaign in the 2005 
and once again gave a leadership gift during the current Crossroads Campaign to add 
LED lighting to the field's scoreboard. 

“There can be no doubt that my experience at St. Andrews made a profound difference 
in the path my life has followed,” said Paradee in explaining his continued support of the 
School. “The lessons I learned in those critical years — self-discipline, hard work and 
perseverance in the classroom, personal accountability, civic responsibility, compassion 
and understanding for differing points of view — are lessons which have served me well 
over the last 30 years. Those lessons were passed along most effectively via the stand-
ards set by the remarkable individuals who served as our mentors, teachers and coach-
es at St. Andrews, and no one provided a finer example for students to follow than Bob 
Colburn. Tireless in his dedication, uncompromising with his guiding principles, and in-
spiring with his expectations and encouragement, Coach Colburn made it possible for 
all of us to see and realize our true potential — both on the field of play and in the class-
room. I am proud to call him my teacher, my coach, and my friend. And thus, my family 
is delighted to honor Coach Colburn in this small way, with gratitude for all he has done 
to further the lives and dreams of so many.” 

Bob Colburn has led the St. Andrew’s baseball team for 52 years. He taught Chemistry, 
Physics, and Math, coached football, and served as Athletic Director for more than 40 
years at the School. He currently resides in Historic New Castle, Del. with his wife, Dot. 


