
Robert Colburn 

 

Bob Colburn (a grad student from UD at the time) came to St. Andrew's to teach chemistry in the fall of 

1960. He quickly became involved in the athletic side of the School, coaching both football and baseball.  

Bob held many positions during his tenure. He was teacher, class advisor, advisor to the honor committee, 

athletic director, and senior master. He was also well known for his pranks on other faculty members.  

Below is an example of one of Bob's capers that can be found in Bill Amos' book, Time to Remember:     

  In the fall of 1977— on a Sunday —Lohnes sent Bob Colburn and Dave Washburn to scout a game in Camden, New 

Jersey. He told them to ask for directions once they got there. Finding the field took some time, but they finally got 

there— only to learn it was the wrong date and there was no game to scout. The two assistant coaches decided to 

even the score... I told him that Dave and I had gone to Atlantic City on the way home and the car had developed 

carburetor trouble and could not be fixed until Monday morning, but that we were with friends of mine who were in a 

hurry to take us out to dinner so I couldn't talk long...Fifteen minutes later I was eating supper in the main dining 

room when Dan came in. He walked by stopped, came back, walked away, then returned again to say, "You're not 

here. You are in Atlantic City." I replied, "What? I'm right here, Dan. Have you gone off your rocker?" He never sent 

us out to scout on a Sunday again. 

Bob is a legend in Delaware high school baseball and was inducted into the Delaware High School Baseball 

Coaches Hall of Fame in 1994. He was named Delaware Coach of the Year four times and his teams have 

won many sportsmanship awards. Bob served for eight years on the executive board of the National High 

School Baseball Coaches Association and served as its president in 2004.  

Bob, his wife Dottie and their three children, Rob '80, Bruce '82 and Claire '87, all lived in a home on 

faculty row now inhabited by the Burk family.  

Bob retired from teaching in 2005 after 45 years of service to St. Andrew's.  

Working on season #55, Bob continues to coach the SAS baseball team.  

On May 7, 2005, on a beautiful Saturday afternoon, in a game against rival Tower Hill, the St. Andrew's 

baseball field was named, "Colburn Field", along with the unveiling of a new scoreboard displaying the new 

name. 


