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Edith Pell with her children, Missy, Stuyve, and Lili. 

Edith Minturn Bonsal Pell was the wife of the first headmaster, Rev. Walden Pell II. Edith arrived on campus, along 

with her husband, in 1929 at the age of 27. As the first "first lady" of the School her role was as large as that of her 

husband, the headmaster.  

Mrs. Pell was known as the School mother. She hosted afternoon teas for the boys, gave them haircuts, and was 

known to have read an occasional bedtime story to those that were known to be homesick. If Mr. Pell was feeling ill, 

Edith covered his Sacred Studies classes. She truly enjoyed her role(s) as the School mother, hostess, teacher and 

archivist.  

Edith's legacy can be found in her three very large scrapbooks that were cultivated over the course of 30 years. She 

retained notes and memos regarding the opening of the School, saved many, many newspaper clippings, ephemera 

mapping every School event and copies of all student and School publications. She kept in touch with the boys even 

after graduation by sending birthday cards. In turn, she and Rev. Pell received countless wedding and birth 

announcements from the School's alumni (these too can be found among her mementos). 

Peter Megargee Brown '40 once wrote in a SAS magazine the following:  

"Edith Pell - shunned the limelight. She was a sterling catalyst in the brilliant start-up of the School - was devoted to 

every detail of the process. All her life she followed the early students with love, affection and encouragement."  

Edith was born in Newport, Rhode Island and lived in Lenox, MA and Aiken, S.C. She was an avid golfer and swimmer. 

Edith attended Foxcroft School and married Walden Pell in 1928. They had three children, Melissa, Stuyvesant, and 

Mary Leigh. The "First Couple" retired from St. Andrew's in 1957 and worked as missionaries in Vietnam for a couple 

of years before retiring to their home near Elkton, MD., where they served parishes on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 

Mrs. Pell passed away in 1973 at the age of 71.  

In 1979 the four bay faculty garage was transformed into a student center. In 1984 it was named for Edith Pell.  

"The Edith Pell Student Center, named in loving memory of Edith Minturn Bonsal Pell, wife of the first headmaster and 

a second mother to St. Andrew's students from 1930 - 1957." 
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