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Good Morning.

It is an honor for me to welcome you all to the 2013 Commencement at St. Andrew’s. 

We gather this morning for the 80th time in the School’s history to honor the very idea and 

mission of St. Andrew’s, to pause and reflect on the work to be done in our country and world, 

and to honor our graduates who, beginning today, will go out into the national and international 

community to ignite hope, change and generosity of spirit. We welcome trustees, parents, 

guardians, grandparents, relatives, friends and alumni to this wonderful ceremony.

On this Memorial Day weekend, we remember that Americans have fought and died to 

preserve freedom and to accept their ultimate responsibility as citizens of this country.

Sixty Seven Hundred soldiers have lost their lives in wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and 

today as schools, colleges and universities celebrate graduation, men and women in our armed 

forces stand ready, far from home, to enable us to live, and dream, and create in peace. We 

honor their service, their sacrifice, their courage, their dedication.

[I would like to ask members of the graduation audience who are 

veterans to stand so we may thank and recognize you for your service 

to our country.]

We today join schools, colleges and universities in asserting the power of education to 

lift the human spirit, to develop new initiatives and approaches to world peace, human rights and 

environmental rescue. To inspire the habits of  mind and heart that will enable students to join in 

the real work of the world, our global village needs teachers – teachers who greet students with 

love, patience, encouragement, belief, creativity and courage – teachers who every day 



understand that their art, their approach to the work of school will define the life of each one  of 

their students. I think we all would agree that every child deserves a great and generous school 

and teachers, mentors and advocates who believe in the dignity and potential of humanity. And 

we all probably can agree that our country and our world have not defended the power and 

potential of schools with the imagination, resources and commitment necessary to honor the true 

promise of education.

The shooting of Malala Yousafzai in Pakistan and the tragedy of Newtown revealed 

more than the depravity of the gunmen; they reminded us that every day all across the world, 

children and teachers gather to learn, to cooperate, to collaborate, to read, to think and to 

define an approach to life that will be creative and courageous. We honor that spirit today by 

welcoming one of my educational heroines Cyndi Clay to speak to us later in the ceremony 

and thanking our graduates own elementary and middle school teachers for their incredible 

contributions to the lives we celebrate today. This year, many of our seniors have identified 

great teachers in previous schools who helped them thrive here at St. Andrew’s. I have written 

personally to each one of these teachers, recognizing his/her contributions to the lives of our 

graduates and indeed the culture of St. Andrew’s. The teacher nominations include:

Jonathan Witchard................Ann Whiting, 2nd grade teacher, Malaysia

Zhibing Fu............................Ms. Yang, English teacher, China

Betsy Neill............................Ashley Stabolitis, Math teacher, North Carolina

Will Hughes .........................Clyde Jones, English and Social Studies teacher, 
Pennsylvania

Alex Bowman ......................Phillip Lisi, English teacher, Pennsylvania

Annie Pohl............................Ellen Ellis, 2nd grade teacher, Delaware



Irene Rajarigam....................Honors her dad, Paulsson, as her favorite Math & Religion 

teacher 

Liza Tarbell ..........................Mrs. Zeng, 5th & 6th grade Chinese teacher, New York

Leighton Durham .................Josh Thornton, Math teacher, North 

Carolina

 Jerry Jana..............................Kurt Winkler, Latin teacher, Maryland

Bre Pierce .............................Charles Konadu-Adjei, Health & Science teacher, Delaware

James Rajasingh ...................Anita (Meadows) Williams, Math teacher, 

Maryland 

Hunter Thompson ................Ross Lingle, Spanish teacher, Montana

Pep Ruckpanich....................Hamzah Henshaw, English teacher, Massachusetts
Andy Jeon ............................Tom Washburn, Math teacher, Connecticut

It is important today that we honor and recognize the work of the men and women seated 

behind me who collectively as a faculty enact the art of boarding education at St. Andrew’s. We 

are grateful for their skill as teachers, coaches, advisors and mentors, and we can say confidently 

today that the work of St. Andrew’s faculty will resonate in the lives of this class forever.

Please join me in thanking the faculty for their work at St. Andrew’s.

Each year at graduation, we thank departing members of the faculty for their service to 

the school:

• Jory Kahan will begin his work in medical school next fall after three

superb years here as a math teacher, dorm parent, coach, advisor and mentor to students. We 

thank Jory for his energy, kindness, generosity and passion for St. Andrew’s.



• Pemberton Heath will leave St. Andrew’s after an excellent year

teaching math, coaching girls’ soccer and lacrosse and serving as a head dorm parent on Lower 

Mein. Pemberton will begin her preparations for application to medical school as she moves to 

Boston next year. Pemberton is wise, brilliant, passionate and kind, and she has brought so much 

to St. Andrew’s as a student and teacher. Thank you, Pemberton.

• Shanshan Xu – Shanshan has worked for the past two years as a teacher

of Chinese, coach of volleyball and squash, advisor and dorm parent. She is a strong, 

dedicated and resourceful teacher of Chinese, and she brings great understanding and 

appreciation for the life and work of our international students at St. Andrew’s. Shanshan will 

be teaching next year at Beaver Country Day School in Massachusetts.

• Maya Cabot leaves St. Andrew’s after two years of teaching and

coaching – she has taught chemistry, coached cross-country and advised and mentored students 

over these two years. She has worked closely with her science department colleagues and made 

important and innovative contributions to our teaching of chemistry within the school. Maya is 

a thoughtful, perceptive and dedicated teacher – we will miss her next year as she heads to the 

University of Virginia as part of a research team.

• Kelly O’Shea – For the past six years, Kelly O’Shea has taught physics,

served as faculty advisor to the yearbook, advised students, tutored students as an organizational 

coach and served as a mentor to students. As an innovative teacher of physics, Kelly has earned 

national recognition and acclaim for her thoughtful and creative approaches to teaching for 



understanding. Her commitment to her classes, to her students and to the yearbook has been 

complete and extraordinary. Next year, she will serve as a teacher at Trinity School in New York 

City.

     Candy Schuller – For the past 15 years, Candy Schuller has served St.Andrew’s in so many 

important and different ways. She has served as our Senior Associate Director of College 

Counseling, and in that capacity worked with many St. Andrew’s students and parents; she has a 

gift for making the college process one that brings out the resourcefulness, exploration and 

commitment of the individual student she mentors. Candy has worked in St. Andrew’s admissions 

as well, bringing her deep knowledge and understanding of education to her interviews. As a 

dedicated and generous member of the boarding community, Candy has served as an academic 

advisor to VI Form girls, a trusted faculty advisor to so many at St. Andrew’s and a coach of JV 

girls’ tennis.

Over the past three years, Candy has pursued her professional career at St. Andrew’s 

while at the same time supporting her late husband Mike as he waged a battle with cancer. In 

her capacity of spouse, mother, grandmother, colleague, role model and mentor, Candy has 

demonstrated and exhibited deep resources of energy, faith, good humor, courage and love. 

Many people would find this spirit and this management of various responsibilities impossible 

to balance, but Candy  is resourceful, resilient and alive to the possibilities of grace in every day 

of her life. We will miss her dearly as she moves to New England next year. She leaves with 

our deep admiration, respect and love. Candy, will you please come forward and receive this 

Chair honoring her and Mike’s service to St. Andrew’s.

Three members of our faculty will be away next year. Dan O’Connell and Quinn 

Kerrane will enjoy a sabbatical year in Colorado; Julia Smith will be on leave pursuing her 

Master’s in Spanish at Middlebury College.



Carol Simendinger excelled in every aspect of her life, but at St. Andrew’s she excelled 

in the art of human relationships. She and I met early in my career as Headmaster as we agreed 

that one change we wanted to enact here was to develop a better level of respect, collegiality 

and appreciation between teachers and staff members. We wanted to remove hierarchies and 

divisions between teachers and staff members and emphasize that every adult brings meaning, 

coherence and generosity to the students and community of St. Andrew’s.

Carol embraced this ethic every day at St. Andrew’s, making time to mentor, support and 

inspire students who needed specific help with transportation, banking, packages or copying; 

students left her office with the knowledge that Carol gave them so much more: an adult who 

somehow empathized with students living far from home and trying to make their way here. 

One of our ABC scholars from the early 1980’s, Viviana Rodriguez Davila, still identifies Carol 

as a second mother who gave her hope and support throughout her career at St. Andrew’s. 

Viviana speaks for generations of St. Andrew’s students who loved and appreciated Carol’s deep 

and generous commitment.

Carol provided staff members and teachers with friendship, perspective, good humor 

and hope. In her life, she confronted tragedy and adversity with courage, faith and 

determination, and her approach to life, love of people and generosity of spirit defined the 

spirit of our school.

I would like to ask her husband Gary, daughters Kingsley and Heather, son- in-law Isaac, 

and her grandson Beck to come up to receive this Chair honoring Carol’s service to St. 

Andrew’s.



Last Sunday, I thanked members of the Class of 2013 for their leadership and 

extraordinary contributions to the life of St. Andrew’s. Thanks to this class, the school has the 

potential to perform and enact important and progressive work with our academics, arts, 

athletics and community service programs. We have made important strides in our exploration 

of diversity and our approaches to environmental sustainability. As we have worked so hard 

over the past nine months, we have relied on the wisdom, spirit and energy of Emily Troisi and 

Peter D’Agostino.

Together, Emily and Peter developed a vision for what St. Andrew’s could aspire to and 

connect to this year, and each was effective and intentional in reminding us when we either 

moved close to these goals or fell somehow short. These are two student leaders who offered 

me great counsel, advice and perspective – I thank them for their service to St. Andrew’s

Peter will speak first.



INTRODUCTION OF CYNTHIA CLAY

It is my privilege to introduce our Commencement speaker, Cyndi Clay, Principal, since 

2011 of Silver Lake Elementary School in Middletown, Delaware.

Although we can study report after report on the subject of school reform and exemplary 

21st century education, we know intuitively that our students do not need plans, agendas or 

governmental oversight and control: they need great principals and great teachers. You know 

these leaders and teachers when you meet them: they exude an excitement and passion for 

students – students as writers, thinkers, mathematicians, scientists and historians – students as 

individuals with unknown and exciting resources of goodness, creativity and responsibility ready 

to be developed and released.

Great schools honor their students, believe in their students, encourage and support their 

students, and connect powerfully to the work of nearby towns, cities and neighborhoods. When 

you visit a school that establishes and confirms the essential miracle of education, you feel energy 

and optimism and intention everywhere. Teachers believe in the culture that honors children: 

they collaborate,

embrace change, innovation and new insights into teaching and learning – they work with tireless 

passion and dedication and accept each child where he or she is on that day, month and year.



And yes, these teachers and principals would quite literally sacrifice their lives for the 

safety, security and innocence of their students. The great American elementary, middle or high 

school is in fact an elemental metaphor for the kind of country and democracy we seek to be and 

become.

Cyndi Clay is one of the great teachers and great principals in Delaware and in the United 

States. She has a comprehensive understanding of the potential and responsibilities she and her 

school represent and carry each year, and she knows how to create a school of hope because her 

own teaching career was so powerful and inspiring. One of her former students describes her 

with these words:

Mrs. Clay had this way of making each of her students feel profoundly seen and 

known. We were all the most important person in her classroom. She gave us a 

sense of being fully formed individuals; we were, at age six, worthy of her serious 

intellectual consideration, her boundless care, and her abundant love. Although 

she was our leader and caretaker and very serious guide to the world, she was also 

one of us – full of wonder and imagination.

Cyndi Clay attended Hood College in Frederick, Maryland, and graduated from West 

Chester State College in West Chester, Pennsylvania, where she earned a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Elementary Education and Special Education. In 1999, Cyndi received her Masters in 

Leadership and Instruction at Wilmington College in Delaware. In July 2011, she studied at the 

Harvard Graduate School of Education Summer Institute.



Cyndi is a lifelong member of the MOT community. She is married to Dennis Clay, a 

deeply respected and admired farmer in the area. Together, Dennis and Cyndi have three 

children, Christopher and Kimberly (twins) and Michael, and one granddaughter, Camryn Lynn.

On this day, when we celebrate the power of education, St. Andrew’s honors Cyndi Clay 

and welcomes her as our speaker.


