
Commencement Remarks 
Tad Roach 
May 27, 2007 
 
 
 
I welcome you all to St. Andrew’s 74th Commencement ceremony. This 

is a day to celebrate the collective and individual accomplishments and 

contributions of the Class of 2007, and it is also a day to celebrate the 

enduring power of education in our lives. For our seniors, their 

educational journey has not been about the collection of credits and 

seat time in a classroom; it has not been about participating in some 

kind of Darwinian struggle for the competitive edge over their 

classmates; it has not been about joining or affirming the status quo in 

America and the world. Rather, the educational experience of our 

seniors has introduced them to the inescapable responsibilities they 

share as citizens of the world. They graduate today with the charge to 

live meaningful lives, to make this world a sustainable place, to work 

for justice, equality and human rights, to insist on peace, reconciliation 

and an embrace of an international world view, to live with humility, 

empathy and love, to work towards the relief of poverty and 

inequality, of opportunity in our nation.  

     This kind of education has expanded our seniors’ knowledge of the 

compelling needs of the world, and this form of education has given 

our seniors confidence that they have the skills and habits of mind and 

heart to participate in the compelling controversies and challenges of 

our day. I have seen members of this class march for peace, march to 

protest genocide, attend diversity conferences, challenge the 

environmental status quo at St. Andrew’s and the world, strengthen 

the work of creating a natural culture of acceptance for gay and 

transgendered people, march to support research to find a cure for 



AIDS, swim to find a cure for MS, build houses with Habitat for 

Humanity, travel to Zambia, Nicaragua, Spain, Mongolia, Mexico, 

South Africa, Costa Rica and other international destinations to do 

service work, serve in a homeless shelter, provide relief to those 

whose lives have been shaken by natural disasters, respond to the 

idealism and passion of Sister Prejean, Paul Farmer and Mike Tidwell. 

     Engagement, a sense of responsibility, a belief in the 

transformational power of human knowledge, creativity, commitment 

and courage, these attributes of the Class of 2007 have emerged 

through a process that included the great families, staff and faculty 

and peer culture of the School. You as parents, grandparents and 

guardians have made sacrifices to give your child this educational 

experience of a lifetime. And you have encouraged your sons and 

daughters to embrace the full spectrum of opportunities within the 

School, and you have respected your child’s emergence as an 

independent, autonomous citizen. You have embraced the School’s 

hope and promise that ultimately our greatest gift to our students is to 

suggest, to encourage and to celebrate a culture of kindness, 

acceptance and humility. 

     Our faculty and staff have established an adult culture on campus 

that participates in the life of a responsible community – your children, 

our students have been inspired by our faculty’s passion for their 

research, their subject matter, their questions – they have been 

inspired by teachers who keep learning, studying and asking large and 

complex questions. Our students have learned so much about life 

because our faculty has so generously shared their hopes, dreams, 

triumphs, tragedies and struggles with our students. They have 

advised, counseled and mentored our students. They have taught 

them to be resilient, courageous and strong. They have taught them to 



be good human beings and citizens of the world. We thank the faculty 

for their hard work, dedication and exemplary service to the students 

of the School. 

     Our staff supports every aspect of the work of this community by 

sharing their expertise, wisdom and maturity with our students and 

teachers. We literally depend on the work of generous and loyal 

professionals who work in administrative offices, our facilities program, 

our security, food service and student services programs. I am 

particularly grateful to Lisa Henson who coordinates so much of our 

graduation weekend and Jo Graves who coordinates and charts every 

aspect of my work as the School’s headmaster.  

     Finally, we thank the students of St. Andrew’s who have conspired 

to create a high school culture remarkably free of the pretense, 

triviality and pettiness of the American high school. Here students find 

that engagement, responsibility, citizenship and service are not only 

behavioral norms but also lifelong expectations. These students inspire 

one another to be better people, better scholars, better artists, better 

athletes. Our students take pride in and ownership of the ethos of St. 

Andrew’s – they are willing to sacrifice, to do what is right, to act 

nobly and courageously, to ask the best of each other.  

     As we celebrate this 74th graduation day, I want to thank members 

of St. Andrew’s Board of Trustees who work so generously and 

creatively to support the mission of the School. I am particularly 

grateful to Board Chair Kitten Gahagan, Board President Kent Sweezey 

for their leadership and vision. We thank two parent trustees who will 

leave our Board following their child’s graduation, Deval Patrick and 

Monie Hardwick. Monie has been an exceptional trustee of the School 

throughout Thayer, Elizabeth, and Katie’s career at St. Andrew’s. The 

Board and I so value and celebrate her brilliance, her deep 



understanding of schools, her commitment to the life of the faculty, 

staff and students. For Elizabeth and me, Monie and Chan Hardwick, 

Headmaster of Blair, have been great friends, mentors and role 

models. We thank them for all they have done for St. Andrew’s and us.  

     I also thank trustee, Ed Strong ’66, and his wife, Laurel, for their 

incredible wisdom, friendship and support. None of our seniors will 

ever forget our day in New York to see Jersey Boys in April.  

     On this Memorial Day, we pause to pay tribute to those who have 

served and died for freedom and democracy in America. 

     We honor, too, the men and women who serve our country across 

the world, and particularly today in Afghanistan and Iraq. We pray for 

St. Andrew’s alumnus, Richard Hutton [‘01], serving today in Iraq. And 

we pray for all those lost in the current conflict in Iraq. For two weeks, 

American forces in Iraq have conducted an intensive search for 

soldiers abducted in a firefight near Baghdad. On Thursday, the body 

of Private Joseph J. Anzack, Jr. of Los Angeles was found in the 

Euphrates River. He was 20 years old. The search continues for 

Specialist Alex R. Jimenez, 25, of Lawrence, Massachusetts, and 

Private Byron W. Fouty, 19, of Waterford, Michigan. The story of 

Anzack, Jimenez and Fouty gives us the smallest glimpse into the 

sacrifices made daily by men, women and families throughout this 

land. As Americans mark Memorial Day with a holiday, barbeques, 

athletic events and picnics, it seems appropriate to remember that 

other Americans are making deep and amazing sacrifices for all of us. 

We can pause, remember, appreciate and work for peace in a troubled 

world. 

     Each year at Commencement, we thank teachers who are leaving 

St. Andrew’s at the end of the academic year…[I would like to 



recognize the following teachers with a medallion for their service to 

St. Andrew’s.] 

    Nigel and Nicole Furlonge will leave St. Andrew’s at the end of this 

academic year. Nigel will be working as academic dean at 

Lawrenceville; Nicole will be welcoming a second child into the 

Furlonge family and continuing her work as a scholar of literature. 

Together, Nigel and Nicole have made deep and significant 

contributions to the life of St. Andrew’s. As director of diversity and 

chair of our English department, Nicole has advised me on crucial 

issues connected to our School’s commitment to diversity. Nicole has 

worked to make St. Andrew’s a more diverse, discerning, empathetic 

and authentic School; she has celebrated the School’s commitment to 

financial aid, to greater diversity among students, faculty, staff and 

trustees; she has worked to connect St. Andrew’s to the work of 

diversity across the world of private schools. She has taught brilliant 

English classes to all levels of St. Andrew’s students, and served as a 

wise and generous colleague and friend to the faculty.  

     Nigel has served as director of studies and a dynamic and brilliant 

teacher of history. He has made deep contributions to our academic 

and student life culture, and he has joined with Nicole to create a 

culture where diversity can and will thrive. Nigel’s understanding of the 

culture of schools, his deep commitment to the professional 

development of teachers, his love of students and ability to inspire 

their best efforts make him an inspiring and transformational teacher 

to our current students and to so many young alumni. We thank Nigel 

and Nicole for sharing their wisdom, passion and family with all of us 

in the community and we wish them well in New Jersey next year. 

Nigel and Nicole, please come forward to receive the Headmaster’s 

medallion for outstanding service to St. Andrew’s. 



     Many years ago I taught a student named Joy McGrath in my 

senior English class. She radiated knowledge, curiosity, wisdom and 

energy, and she has modeled the power of liberal education to create 

a life of engagement and passion. After a remarkable career at 

Harvard and three years working with the National Partnership for 

Women and Families, Joy returned to St. Andrew’s and began a career 

that is staggering in its dimensions. She transformed the work of our 

Advancement Office, establishing new benchmarks in annual giving, 

capital giving and communications. She sharpened St. Andrew’s 

relationship with all constituencies by strengthening and focusing the 

St. Andrew’s Magazine into a publication full of big ideas, big questions 

and big stories, all intentionally tied to our mission and founding 

principles. She helped lead St. Andrew’s toward an embrace of 

environmental sustainability as a core foundation. She created and 

worked with dedication and resilience to create an organic garden. She 

advised me on land issues, agriculture issues, development issues in 

Delaware. She formed an enduring connection with the University of 

Delaware to help us form alliances to strengthen research and 

environmental efforts. She lived and thrived in Schmolze, a IV Form 

boys’ dorm, and literally raised young men into lives of responsibility, 

maturity and engagement. She advised me on all aspects of the 

School and its culture. Her legacy here is remarkable, and she leaves 

knowing that she has enabled her School to enter the 21st century with 

remarkable new momentum and vision. Teacher, dorm parent, 

gardener, School historian, environmental leader, scholar, writer, 

feminist, Delawarean, mentor and friend to generations at St. 

Andrew’s, Joy is an incredible representative of St. Andrew’s. Joy, 

please come forward to receive our thanks for your remarkable work 

on behalf of St. Andrew’s. 



     Together, Nan and Simon Mein have been associated with St. 

Andrew’s since 1971. Simon retired in 1994, but he has continued to 

teach classes in English, history and religious studies throughout the 

past 13 years. Nan retired in 2003, and returned to the faculty 

teaching Western Civilization in November of 2004. Nan intends to 

retire again following this ceremony today, and I have learned to 

accept her will and then to develop (quietly) alternative strategies of 

my own. 

     I need not worry that Nan and Simon will lose their connection to 

and love of St. Andrew’s. They together have advised, mentored and 

encouraged three Headmasters, and generations of St. Andrew’s 

teachers and students. They are responsible for the School’s emerging 

understanding of its Episcopal identity and responsibility, its potential 

as an academy of learning, its responsibility as a School of service, its 

moral and spiritual responsibility to the issues of diversity. 

     They have served St. Andrew’s with such generosity and distinction 

through these 36 years, and I know they will continue to inspire us all 

by their strength, faith, intelligence and creativity. Nan and Simon, 

please come forward to accept this gift honoring your magnificent 

careers. 

     It is now my honor to introduce our senior co-presidents, Eloise 

Repeczky and Penn Daniel. I have so enjoyed having the opportunity 

to work with Eloise and Penn this year. Eloise is a remarkable leader 

within her class, and she had made deep contributions to the School, 

in the classroom, in athletics and in student government. She has led 

her class with such grace, poise, maturity and responsibility this year, 

and she has served as a wonderful role model for all our younger 

students. 



     Penn Daniel, as I found out three weeks ago does a nasty imitation 

of me and other members of the faculty, but he has other equally 

important talents. He is a natural leader within the class, within the 

School and on the athletic fields. He has demonstrated great judgment 

and great maturity as he has led the School this year. Please welcome 

these two remarkable students to the podium. Eloise will speak first. 

 

 
 
      


