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It is an honor for me to welcome you to St. Andrew’s Commencement 

ceremony, our annual celebration not only of St. Andrew’s graduating 

class but also of the vision that inspired the creation of this School 

over 80 years ago. 

     I want to begin today by thanking our parents, guardians and 

grandparents for their many sacrifices and contributions to the spirit of 

St. Andrew’s. Your willingness to trust St. Andrew’s to educate, 

nurture, challenge and inspire your child, your belief in the values and 

principles of this countercultural community, your support of the 

individual voyage your son or daughter pursued made this day 

possible. Thank you for being here on this quintessential family 

occasion. 

     Graduation is a ritual that marks the beginning of young men and 

women’s assumption of the responsibilities and privileges of adulthood, 

and therefore the day honors not a mechanical collection of credits but 

rather an engagement, a commitment and responsibility to this nation 

and the world. We assume that graduates of American high schools 

and colleges exhibit qualities of maturity, intelligence and stewardship. 

We expect that the graduates of schools and colleges have the skills 

and habits of mind and heart to live in an interdependent world. 

     The ritual of graduation has meaning only when teachers and 

students have committed to the hard and bracing work each day of 

creating communities of exploration and goodness on their campuses. 

It is too late to begin to talk about intelligence, discernment and 

engagement on graduation day; it is too late to talk about the 

transforming effects of education on graduation day; it is too late to 



talk of education leading to goodness and social and global 

transformation on graduation day. Quite simply, a good school or 

college must express these commitments in everything they do – how 

and what they teach; how they live in community; how they connect 

to the world outside their gates – not only on graduation day but on 

every morning, afternoon and evening of a year.  

     If we care about equality rather than elitism, if we reject 

exclusiveness and embrace inclusivity, if we work not for ourselves but 

for the good of others, if we combine reason, intelligence and brilliance 

with humanity, humility and compassion, perhaps we, as schools and 

colleges, will be known not for how exclusive we are but how 

transformational and inspirational we are. 

     Our faculty set the tone for the energy, momentum and goodness 

of the School, and today we thank these dedicated teachers for 

embracing the full joy and responsibility of boarding school education. 

In the daily classes, conversations and interactions of a School year, 

St. Andrew’s teachers have the opportunity to guide and coach 

students towards an embrace of the values and potential of a liberal 

arts education. They teach students to see their lives in the context of 

our immediate, local, national and world community. They encourage 

our students to be patient, discerning, accepting, analytical, creative, 

civil and passionate. They see education as a means of transforming 

and improving the world, as we as a global village face environmental 

challenges, threats to world peace and continued misunderstanding, 

mistrust and conflict. As they open their hearts, minds and homes to 

their students, as they express their commitment to the health, vitality 

and intelligence of our students, they themselves feel transformed and 

inspired. Please join me in thanking this faculty for its work this year. 



     Our staff makes the miracle of education possible each year on our 

campus. Whether working in admissions, development, college 

counseling, the business office, Health Services, Headmaster’s office, 

the physical plant offices or in student services, our staff members 

connect beautifully with the students each year and help us to work 

toward the goals of St. Andrew’s. We thank our staff and our 

colleagues from Dining Services for sharing their Memorial Day 

weekend with us. 

     Today, we honor 25 years of service rendered by Dottie Taylor. For 

all these years, Dottie has lived on our campus in the small white 

house on the edge of the School farm. During this time, Dottie has 

worked with great dedication, generosity and skill for the community 

of St. Andrew’s. She has raised a family, devoted herself to her career 

and shared her wonderful sense of humor and love of people and life 

with us all. She retired from work at St. Andrew’s this year, but she 

will remain always a member of the St. Andrew’s family. We honor her 

today for her work, for her spirit and resilience as a woman dedicated 

to her family and this community. Dottie, would you please come 

forward to receive this 25 Year Anniversary Medal.  

     As we celebrate this 75th graduation day, I thank our St. Andrew’s 

Board of Trustees for their work on behalf of us all. The Board works 

tirelessly and generously to make the spirit and energy of St. Andrew’s 

come alive each year. They help me refine and focus my vision for this 

School; they work to support the life and work of our faculty; they 

support the development of exemplary programs and facilities in the 

academic program, arts and athletics; they work to support the 

School’s unique, historical commitment to financial aid. Finally, they 

provide a link to our original trustees who literally built this School, set 

its mission and priorities.  



     I particularly thank the many trustees who have joined us on this 

graduation day. Thanks to Board Chair Kitten Gahagan, Board 

President Kent Sweezy and Finance Committee Chair and VI Form 

parent Scott Sipprelle for their inspired and generous work on behalf 

of us all. 

     Finally, on this Memorial Day weekend we give thanks for the 

young men and women who sacrifice for us each day in Iraq, 

Afghanistan or other parts of the world. Their authentic demonstration 

of bravery, courage and resilience makes the work we do in academia 

seem privileged and cloistered. May we continue to support their 

efforts, reward their sacrifices made on our behalf each year, and work 

for peace and reconciliation in the world.  

     I am particularly proud that two members of this Class of 2008 

have accepted Commissions at the U.S. Naval Academy; Marina 

McGrail and Schafer Newman. Congratulations! 

     For the past five years, Heidi Pearce has served as St. Andrew’s 

Director of Women’s Athletics and head coach of varsity field hockey 

and lacrosse. Heidi is the best athlete in the School’s history, having 

earned All State honors in field hockey and lacrosse, the Henry Prize 

for excellence in athletics and then moving on to Johns Hopkins where 

she was an All American lacrosse player and a nominee for the 

National Division I Athlete of the Year Award. As a coach of St. 

Andrew’s, Heidi has led St. Andrew’s lacrosse to State titles and 

remarkable victories in Conference and State competitions. Just this  

week, she again led our lacrosse team through a competitive State 

tournament all the way to the State finals, including a magnificently 

coached game versus Cape Henlopen. Despite her staggering 

accomplishments as an athlete and coach, she has always maintained 

a maturity, a humility, a grace and integrity as an athlete and coach. 



Her playing career and coaching career were never about her and her 

accomplishments. She was and is a consummate team player and a 

coach who cares deeply about her team and her players. For these five 

years, I knew I had brought an amazing, talented and inspiring 

teacher to work with our students in the dorm and in our athletic 

program. 

     As she heads into a new phase of her life, one combining her new 

career in nursing, with her new role as a mother, she goes with our 

love, our admiration and our thanks for embodying the best in St. 

Andrew’s in her career. Heidi, please come forward and receive this 

Headmaster’s Medal.  

     Pemberton Heath and Justin Weidner have served with distinction 

as School co-presidents this year, and we all look forward to their 

remarks this morning. Each in his/her own way has expressed a deep 

love and understanding of St. Andrew’s culture, spirit and potential as 

a School community.  

     When I asked his friend Tyler Willse to describe Justin, he wrote, 

“Well, to say the least, Justin is exceptionally verbose – always late 

and always eager to make a movie, video or trailer. Most importantly, 

he greatly enjoys entertaining the School. St. Andrew’s is always on 

the top of his mind … Justin is always thinking about St. Andrew’s.” 

     Friend Ruby Cramer captures the spirit, vitality and energy of 

Pemberton when she writes, “Pemberton is an outstanding School 

president – she is dedicated not only to her classmates and teachers, 

but also to the values and beliefs and ethos of St. Andrew’s. Never has 

a student believed so fully and so passionately in the preservation of 

the teachings of this School – in integrity, in hope, in openness and 

curiosity, and engagement and learning.” 

     We thank Justin and Pemberton for their distinguished service to  



St. Andrew’s. We have loved working with you both. 

 

 

      


